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Papandreon’s conditian worsens 

ATHENS (AFP) — Greek Prime Minister Andicas Papondreou 
lag suffered a relapse a week after being admitted to jwvtpi»i 
ponunoait, according u> a medical bulletin Monday, “fhe prime 
jtik' : 3t&‘s respiratory system worsened during Monday evening 
add to* ««tcd ha renal fuoctiocs," uid the report bom the 
Qo*®*° Cardiology Centre. Ii said he may need to undergo 
dolyw wet, in which impurities in the blood are MHfidy.lv 
deutfd because the kidneys arc not able to do it. Goverranem 
spokesman Tetcmaque Hytiris said a medical team was meeting id 
Sscas* how to continue treatment. Earlier Onasaio centre head 
Grigoris Ska! teas said Mr.Papandreou admit led to hospital on 
November 20, had “greatly improved*’ and would be able to leave 
'in a short white.** However he was speaking before the report 
that the premier’s condition had worsened. 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — The bodies of three Jordanian 
soldier who (ought in the I9t>7 Arab-Israeli war were found 
bumd in the West Bank near Jerusalem lost week, a Jordanian 
official said on Monday. Jordan’s ambassador to Israel, Marwan 
Muasher , iaid only one of the three soldiers — Basseni Baghdadi 
— was identified, because a copy of his passport and his military 
tneiai tag were found on his body. “Israelis were digging near the 
settlement of Gita: Ze’ev near Jerusalem when they found the 
three bodies," Mr. Muasfcer told Reuters. ‘The Jordanian 
err.bai.v- was ttying to identify the other two bodies who were also 
believed to be soldiers who (ought in the 1967 war, he said. Two 
be.trbt, a gun and 200 bullets were uncovered with the three 
bodies “This s the first time it happens that bodies of Jordanian 
soldiers who fought in the 1967 war were found, and we are 
planning a ceremony after identifying die rest to return the bodies 
to their families," Mr. Muasher said. 
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Syria offers full peace 
=si for full Israeli pullout 


BARCELONA (Agencies) 
— Syrian Foreign Minister 
Fgrouk AJ Sharaa, respond- 
ing to a face-to-face appeal 
from his Israeli counterpart, 
(old a Euro-Mediterranean 
conference on Monday that 
Syria was ready to make full 
peace with Israel in return for 
a fall withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights. 

"If what the Israeli foreign 
minister. General (Ehud) 
Barak, said constitutes a 
commitment before thus con- 
ference... then Syria is ready 
with all objectivity to commit 
itself to full peace in return 
for foil withdrawal, coupled 
with measures that guarantee 
security for both sides,” be 
said. 

Mr. Sharaa was respond- 
ing, through the chair, to a 
dramatic personal appeal 
from Gen. Barak, a former 
armed forces chief-of-staff 
who became Israel’s foreign 
sinister only last week, at the 
first multilateral forum to be 
attended by both countries. 

The Synan minister said 
that if Gen. Barak's pledge 
that peace was of strategic 
importance to Israel and the 
Jewish state was ready to 
take account of Syria's secur- 
ity interests was true, "then 
we can achieve peace wi thin 
the next few months.” 

However, he said peace 
could not be achieved m the 
Middle East unless Israel 
withdrew to its borders be- 
fore the 1967 Arab-Isradi 
war and guaranteed “the 
legitimate rights of the 

Palestinians.” 

Mr. Sharaa also sought to 
qualify a commitment m die 
draft Barcelona declaration 


to fight terrorism, saying it 
was necessary to distinguish 
between terrorism and 
‘’legitimate freedom- 
fighting” against racism and 
foreign occupation. 

Earlier, Gen. Barak told 
his Syrian counterpart in bis 
opening address: “Let's 
make peace.” 

“I look at ibis conference 
hall and I see representatives 
from Lebanon and Syria, in- 
cluding my counterpart Mr. 
Sharaa. Permit me to address 
a few words to you.” he said. 

“We have been rivals on 
the battlefield and shed the 
blood of our courageous sol- 
diers, the finest sons of Syria 
and Israel. 

“Let us now make peace.” 

Mr. Sharaa scared straight 
ahead as Gen. Barak made 
his speech, while Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat nodded 
in agreement. 

Gen. Barak continued: 
"Peace between us is of 
strategic importance and, I 
believe, of strategic import- 
ance to Syria too. 

“We have to overcome the 
memories, bring down the 
walls of suspicion and learn 
to respect each other’s pers- 
pective, interests and sensiti- 
vities. 

“Our challenges will be to 
understand the security needs 
of each other and establish a 
viable structure that would 
respond and cater to both.” 

Gen. Barak and Mr. Shar- 
aa both left the co nfe rence 
hall separately after the 
speech. Mr. Sharaa returned 
several minutes later and 
made his speech. 

Mr. Shanm had earlier re- 
fused an Israeli request to 


meet Gen. Barak on the side- 
lines of the two-day confer- 
ence. 

The conference is the first 
time in four years that Syria 
has attended an international 
forum also involving Israel, 
outside U.N. assemblies. 

The two countries’ peace 
talks are deadlocked over the 
terms of an Israeli withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights. 

The European Union has 
repeatedly stressed that the 
Barcelona conference would 
not be a forum for the Middle 
East to air its problems. 

Spanish Foreign Minister 
Javier Solana opened the 
conference by saying: “We 
are not going to resolve all 
our differences here: The 
frameworks already exist to 
do that." 

But Lebanon’s Foreign 
Minister Fans Bouez used his 
speech to condemn Israel’s 
occupation of a border secur- 
ity zone and “daily aggres- 
sions” in South Lebanon, 
which be said was an obstacle 
to peace. 

Mr. Arafat also referred to 
the Palestinian people’s de- 
mand for relf-determination 
as pan of their campaign for 
an independent state, which 
has already angered Israel in 
the run-up to the conference. 

Arab-Israeli differences 
have meant that a final dec- 
laration to be issued at the 
end of the conference Tues- 
day has not yet been final- 
ised. 

Syria has stuck to its guns 
over its demand that the con- 
ference distinguish between 
terrorism and the right to 

(Continued on page 7 ) 


No Barak-Sharaa meeting 
on the cards in Barcelona 


From Ghatta Ahd 
in Barcelona 

CHANCES FOR the fin* 
ministerial meeting between 
Syria and Israel since die 
launching of the peace talks 
in Madrid in 1991 appeared 
to vanish Monday with Israeli 
Foreign Minister Ehud Barak 
saying he did not believe the 
meeting would take place. 

“Mr. Barak and his -Syrian 
counterpart, Farouk A1 Shar- 
aa, were expected to meet 
along the sidelines of the 
Euro-Mediterranean Barce- 
lona conference amidst hopes 
that the meeting would help 
reactivate the stalled Syrian- 
Israeli peace talks. 

Mr. Barak, who took over 
as Israel's foreign minister 
last Thursday, told reporters 
that “I do not believe the 
meeting (with Mr. Sharaa) 
win take place.” 

“It is known that the Sy- 
rians have for a while refused 


to put their confidence in 
protocol meetings, before 
negotiations” achieve sub- 
stantial progress, Mr. Barak 
told reporters at the Juan. 
Carlos hotel in Barcelona. 

The Barcelona conference, 
which brings together the 15 
member states of the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) other Euro- 
pean states and 12 Mediterra- 
nean countries, is the first 
international conference in 
which the foreign ministers of 
Syria and Tsrael"are partici- 
pating at die same time. 

Sources said that Egyptian 
Foreign Minister, AmrMusa, 
as well as the Spanish hosts of 
the Barcelona meeting, tried 
in vain to -arrange for a meet- 
ing between the two ministers 
Monday. 

Informed sources said that 
the Syrian foreign minister 
even refused to talk to Israeli 
journalists covering the con- 
ference, which aims at con- 
solidating cooperation be- 


tween the EU and Mediterra- 
nean countries and charting 
mechanisms for regional 
cooperation. 

The sources said Mr. Shar- 
aa rebuffed Israeli journalists 
who tried to interview him 
Monday morning following a 
meeting of Arab foreign 
ministers attending the Bar- 
celona conference. 

Mr. Sharaa refused to 
answer the questions of 
Israeli journalists, saying that 
they are only allowed to take 
pictures of him. 

Syrian sources said Mr. 
Sharaa refused to meet with 
his Israeli counterpart be- 
cause Syria believes the 
meeting will only help Israel. 

“Meeting with Israelis (on 
the sidelines of the Barcelona 
conference ) will be useless 
because only the Israelis will 
benefit from such a meet- 
ing,” the sources added, 

(Continued on page 7) 


Ekeus, on Iraq mission, says 
every issue will be reviewed 
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BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Senior U.N. envoy Rolf 
Ekeus said Monday he would 
hold talks here with Iraqi 
officials about all aspects of 
disarming Baghdad of its 
programmes for weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Tm here to continue my 
discussions with the Iraqi 
government,” Mr. Ekeus, 
chairman of the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM), 
told reporters after arriving 
in Baghdad. 

He said be would discuss 
“all files" — nuclear, btolo- 
peal, and chemical weapons 
as well as ballistic missiles — 
when he meets Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz and the 
hod of military industrialisa- 
tion, General Ameer 
Rasheed. 

The first round of talks was 
expected to begin later Mon- 
day, 

Mr. Ekeus is preparing his 
December repent on Iraq's 
disarmament for the U.N. 
Security Council, which de- 
cides whether to maintain or 
5ft economic sanctions im- 
posed after Iraq invaded* 


Kuwait on Ang. 2, 1990. 

The former Swedish diplo- 
mat said last week that Bagh- 
dad had declared that the 

weapons of mass destruction 
“were destroyed secretly as 
they were produced secret- 
ly... However, we have no 
roof that these weapons 
vc been destroyed.” 

Mr. Ekeus* has accused 
Baghdad of hiding part of its 
germ warfare and chemical 
weapons arsenal as well as of 
resuming imports of equip- 
ment to make missiles but 
without informing U.N. ex- 
perts. 

Asked by reporters here 
whether he was seeking mis- 
infonnation, Mr. Ekeus 


led: “I will discuss this 
with the government later 
on.” 

Under U.N. resolutions 
ending the 1991 Gulf war to 
free Kuwait, Iraq must des- 
troy its nuclear, biological, 
chemical and longer-rangc 
b allis tic weapons and hand 
over all details about them 
before the oil embargo can be 
lifted. 

Mr. Ekeus last week 


toured Arab Gulf stares part- 
ly to raise funds for UN- 
SCOM, which risks running 
out of money by early next 
year. He described the tour 
“as very helpful for all our 
efforts,” but declined to 
elaborate. 

At its regular review ear- 
lier this month, the Security 
Council maintained sanctions 
after Mr. Ekeus issued a re- 
port in October accusing 
Baghdad of hiding informa- 
tion. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad A1 Sahaf told 
AFP on Sunday that Iraq 
would cooperate with UN- 
SCOM but urged Mr. Ekeus 
to set a quick deadline for his 
team to finish its work and 
recommend a lifting of sanc- 
tions. 

”A deadline must be set 
for ending the mission to 
investigate disarmament and 
this period must be short.” he 
said. 

Iraq meanwhile, vowed to 
reject a U.N. resolution 
allowing it to sell oil to buy 

(Continued on page 7) 



CROWN PRINCE RETURNS: Their 

Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Hassan and 
Princess Sarvatfa returned home on Monday 
after ■ short working visit to the United 
Kingdom. They were received ax the airport by 
Prime Minister ShariT Zdd Ben Shaker, Up- 
per House of Parliament Speaker Ahmad A1 


LawzS, Lower House Speaker Sa’ad Hayed 
Srour, Chief Chamberiain Prince Ru'd Ben 
Zdd, the King’s Private Chamberiain Prince j 
All Ben Naycf, Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Ghazi Ben Mohammad, the King's cultural 
secretary, and Princess Raima Binx A1 Haaan 
and other senior officials (Petra photo) 


Euro-Med partnership will 
consolidate peace - Jordan 


BARCELONA (Petra) — 
Jordan believes that a part- 
nership with Europe will en- 
hance peace, security and sta- 
bility in the Middle East re- 
gion, Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti said Monday. 

Delivering Jordan's 
address to the Barcelona 
Euro-Mediterranean confer- 
ence, the minister said that 
the common principles and 
denominators between the 
countries of the Mediterra- 
nean region and Europe are 
bound to help make the part- 
nership between them suc- 
ceed. 

It is hoped, said the minis- 
ter, that the Barcelona dec- 
laration will help lay the 
foundation for this part- 
nership and the mechanism 
needed for its implementa- 
tion, adding that Jordan 
views the partnership as 
another stage in the peace- 
building process in the Mid- 
dle East. 

He said Jordan is keen on 
establishing permanent and 
comprehensive peace based 
on U.N. resolutions and in- 


ternational legitimacy and 
the principle of land for 
peace. 

He also said that the King- 
dom is looking towards the 
attainment of sustainable 
socio-economic develop- 
ment, which can provide a 
better future for the peoples 
of the region. 

Jordan looks forward to 
the restructuring of its eco- 
nomy with the help of inter- 
national institutions and 
through modernisation of its 
economy and financial leg- 
islation with a view to en- 
couraging investment, said 
Mr. Kabariti. 

“Our aims are similar to 
those of Europe and conform 
to regional aspirations to 
peace and security and fight- 
ing off all forms of violence 
and terrorism." added the 
minister, who stressed that 
Jordan was seeking to estab- 
lish a regional security 
mechanism along the lines of 
the Organisation for Security 
mid Gxvcn-tior. :r Europe. 

He said that Jordan has 


common denominators with 
Europe in terms of respect 
for democracy, political plur- 
alism and human rights. He 
said Jordan is looking for- 
ward to establishing genuine 
partnership with Europe to 
promote socio-economic de- 
velopment and liberate trade 
and create investment oppor- 
tunities. 

To add eve that goal, he 
said, Jordan needs help in 
overcoming major difficulties 
like foreign debts, which is a 
burden shouldered by the 
Kingdom as a result of the 
difficult rircumsmnces that 
faced the region in the past. 
Jordan is also in need of 
backing for its balance of 
payments and funds to fi- 
nance infrastructure projects, 
said Mr. Kabariti. 

“Our meeting today marks 
the beginning of a general 
framework of future relations 
with the European Union 
and we hope that the future 
will bring with it more 
prosperity fora!'," the minis- 
ter said 


Prices take a dive at AFM 


By Khaled Zubeidi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Shares j 1 - (he 
Amman Financial Mar’ie* 
(AFM) on Monday dropped 
to below the 15(j-poi!:t. 
psychological barrier alter :» 
gradual decline in share 
prices, which lusted for three 
weeks. 

The price index Monday 
dosed at 148.66 points. 

The sudden drop caa-.cu 
fears among dealers and 
mediators at the market of a 
steep drop of prices of sharc*>. 
which were already suffering 
because of political, econo- 
mic and administrative fac- 
tors. 

Abdul Mutaleb Abu Ha- 
jleh, a dealer, blamed offi- 


cials for the drop and said the 
government was not doing 
enough for the market, 
accusing the government of 
negligence. “This r.e?,ligcncc 
^u r .ed the drop of share 
prices to very low leveis so 
.itrract foreign caritais and 
investors fo the bourse," 

Mr. Abu Hujieh. 

Several other dealers 
shared Mr. Abu Kajleh’s 
view that there was a need to 
have a careful study of the 
reasons for the drop. 

Mr. Abu Hajleh of the 
Universal Brokerage Com- 
pany, who is also deputy 
director cf the Dealers Socie- 
ty and former member cf the 
AFM board, said the large 
number of new companies 
and fresh stock issues exceed 
the capacity of the local mar- 


ket. This started to reflect on 
the secondary market and to 
barm the investment climate 
in the country, he said, 

c;r> :r. r.ev.- romuar.to 'Aero 

7- ■valve the cf 
the-.c consp:.rta should be 
reduced or they should be 
merged, he said. 

Mr. Abu Hajleh blamed 
the govern met.: for the drop 
ar.ti said an\ irregular decline 
in internuticnji companies is 
usually tackled olficiLlly. 

An official source, who 
spoke or. condition of anony- 
mity. attributed the decline 
to political reasons, mainly 
political tension between Jor- 
dan or. the one hand and Iraq 
and Svria on the other. 


Bosnian Serbs press push 



SARAJEVO (R) — United 
Nations officials said on 
Monday Serbs around 
Sarajevo were distrustful of a 
peace accord but the United 
States ruled out renegotiating 
the agreement ending four 
years of war. 

Kris Janowski, spokesman 
for the U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), warned of a 
possible exodus from Serb- 
held suburbs due to be hand- 
ed over to the Sarajevo gov- 
ernment under the peace deal 
agreed last week in Dayton, 
Ohio. 

The Serbs "seem very, 
very nervous about these tcr- 
ritorial changes,” Mr. 
Janowski told a news confer- 
ence. 


"There has been so much 
hostility and so much hatred 
that 1 don’t think they’ll be 
taking chances. They will 
simply leave." 

The first elements of the 
NATO-led force due to en- 
force the peace accord could 
arrive in tbc former Yugosla- 
via at the end of this week, 
the top U-S. military official 
said. 

General John Shalikash- 
vili, chairman of the U.S. 
Joint Chiefs-of-Staff, told re- 
ports rhat the first 2,000 to 
3,000 troops of the 60,000- 
strong force "could be” in 
Bosnia and Croatia at the end 
of the week. 

The supreme commander 
of NATO (North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation) forces. 


General George Jouiwan of 
the United States, needs au- 
thorisation from NATO 
ambassadors to pre-position 
the first dements of rhe 
peacekeeping force. He 
could get the green light on 
Tuesday, diplomats say. 

Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic and other hard- 
liners have condemned the 
U.S.-brokered peace accord, 
demanding that the fate of 
Sarajevo be renegotiated. 
The agreement calls for a 
unified Sarajevo under 
Muslim-Croat federation 
control. 

Mr. Karadzic's former pat- 
rons in Serbia, which initial- 
led the accord along with 

(Continued on page 7) 


Peres demands 
amendments to 
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'.rar. a: ?*rae'., or else 
PLO-liftci peace ujccementb 
->-• stepped. 

\ti: h:> first erpearaiwe 
o: p_- jzr!»rn:'s foreign affairs 
zr.d defer.es ccmrr.ircer sir.ee 
taiunz off:co Jos: week, Mr. 
Pere* to-i reporrerf.: 

“Mr. Arafe: has to change 
is ftcems the Falestinhn 
C-' .ensn: that call for the 
distraction of Israel. This is 
ran and ozree! of the agree- 
ment. If they will not respect 
:: there wili nor be a con- 
tinuation of the agreement." 

The latest PLO-Israel 
agreement on handing over 
parts of the West Bonk to 
Palestinian control, signed in 
Washington in September, 
states the Palestinians wiii 
make the changes two month 
after elections, expected in 
January. 

Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA) member 
Ahmad Qouriea, a senior 
Palestinian negotiator, said in 
reaction to Mr. Peres' re- 


mark: “Peres should not con- 
vey to us threats on this 

The Palestinian charter is 
:he PLO's political program- 

has never been changed 
since it was written in 1964 
and can be amended only 
with approval of all II fac- 
tions and a majority of more 
than 450 members of the 
Palestine National Council. 

“It the Palestine National 
Council does not annul the 
charter, it will perhaps be 
tin e to dissolve this council,” 
Mr. Peres warned Monday. 

Mr. Arafat first agreed to 
amend the charter in a letter 
before the signing of the 
September 1993 declaration 
of principles. The commit- 
ment was repeated in the 
Sept. 28 accord to extend 
self-rule on the West Bank. 

The Israeli army broke into 
an office of the militant group 
Hamas in Tulkarem, witnes- 
ses said. 

An Israeli army spokesman 
confirmed the report. 

The witnesses said the 
army forcibly entered the 
office of Al Zakat charity 

(Continued on page 7) 


reviews 


AMMAN (Petra) ~ His 
Royal Highness Prince Ra'd 
Ben Zeid, the Regent, on 
Monday visited the Ministry 
of Tourism and Antiquities 
and discussed tourism pro- 
jects with Minister of Tour- 
ism Abdul flah Al Kharib and 
senior officials. 

The Regent, who was 
briefed on the ministry’s 
plans and projects, called on 
the ministry to offer the resi- 
dents living near the tourism 
and archaeological sites 
priority in employment in 
jobs related to tourism pro- 
jects. He said that tourism 
industry could be used to 
promote economic and social 
development. 

The Regent discussed in 
particular ways io promote 
the tourism industry in 
Aqaba. The Regent visited 
Aqaba cn Sunday. 

Prince Ra'd called n- the 
Natural Resources Authority 
(NRA) and chaired a weekly 
meeting 6i heads of its de- 
partments dedicated to dis- 
cussing earthquakes and seis- 
r.toiogicr.i activities in the 
Krr.gdcir.. 

NRA Director Genera! 
hretidiri Dagkestasi said 
ttiut there were 27 seismojo- 


gical monitoring stations in 
the Kingdom and that they 
send regular reports to the 
NRA head office. 

Dr. Daghestani said the 
NRA was calling for the ap- 
plication of the quake resist- 
ance building codes which 
were adopted by the Royal 
Scientific Society and the 
Ministry of Public Works in 
the early 1980s. 

He said repeated calls for 
in the application of these 
codes fell on deaf ears. 

The Regent toured sec- 
tions of the NRA and was 
briefed on their functions by 
the NRA's seismological 
observatory centre director, 
Abdul Qader Amarat who 
noted that qualified staff 
were at work at around the 
clock to monitor seismologic- 
;*J activities and report them 
to the Civil Defence Depart- 
ment. 

Referring to last Wednes- 
day's earhquake south of 
Aqaba Mr. Amarat said that 
earthquakes were not new to 
the Aqaba region, which was 
hit by a series of tremors in 
19S3 and 1993. 

Khaied Shiyab, director of 

(Continued on page 7) 
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1 killed, dozens 
injured in Egypt 
election violence 


CAIRO (Agencies) — One 
man was killed, at least 20 
people injured and about 180 
arrested in the last two days 
of campaigning for Wednes- 
day's parliamentary elec- 
tions. newspapers and party 
officials said on Monday. 

The opposition daily Al. 
Wafd said Abdul Azim She- 
hata Sayed was killed and 20 
others injured in clashes on 
Sunday between supporters 
of two candidates from the 
ruling National Democratic 
Party (NDP) running for the 
Sharkia constituency. 

'Hie death toll from the 
election campaign now stands 
at three, compared to 10 in 
the last elections in 1990. 

Last week, a man was kil- 
led in similar brawls in the 
Mediterranean town of 
Damietta. In a family dispute 
over which candidate to vote 
for. another man was killed 
and two injured in a southern 
Egyptian town. 

The government newspap- 
er Al Akhbar said police 
arrested 126 people, includ- 
ing independent candidate 
Mahfouz Hilmi. in the north-' 
western province of Gharbia. 
for taking part in an illegal 
march on Saturday. 

Some 4.040 candidates are 
competing for the 444 seats in 
parliament, compared to 
2.676 in the 1990 elections, 
which were boycotted by the 
majority of Egypt's opposi- 
tion groups. 

Analysts expect the NDP. 
headed by Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak, to win 
the 1995 polls by more than 
80 per cent, with the opposi- 
tion parties expected to gain 
only 40 to 60 seats. 

The ruling party has reg- 
ularly won more than two. 
thirds of all previous parlia- 
ment elections. Such a major- 
ity is needed to pass any 
legislation and to elect the 
president. 

Political experts say the 
only party with the backing to 
compete with the NDP is the 
outlawed Muslim Brother- 
hood, which has more than 
100 candidates standing as 
independents. 

Police arrested more than 
50 supporters of the group 
late on Sunday in Cairo and 
Giza provinces on charges 
ranging from chanting sub- 
versive slogans to inciting 
public disorder. 

A statement faxed from 
the Brotherhood said police 
jailed 30 supporters of candi- 
date and group spokesman 
Mamoun Hodeibi during a 
rally in the Cairo district of 
Agouza. 

Mr. Hodeibi said security 


agents attacked one of his 
campaign tours and arrested 
around 30 people. 

Mr. Hodeibi said in a state- 
ment that he was conducting 
a "peaceful campaign march, 
shaking people's hands and 
reminding them of (his) 
name" in the Cairo district of 
Dokki. 

“Suddenly a force of cen- 
tral security agents appeared 
in a number of cars." Mr. 
Hodeibi said. 

"They attacked the march 
violently with beatings and 
arrested around 30 of those 
present, regardless of 
whether they were part of the 
procession or just in the 
street by accident.** he said. 

Mr. Hodeibi said the act 
was aimed at "imprisoning as 
many of my supporters as 
possible two days before the 
election" and prevent him 
from having an observer at 
the polling station during 
Wednesday's vote. 

Newspapers reported that 
20 more supporters were de- 
tained in the province of Kafr 
Al Sheikh. Giza Brotherhood 
candidate Aii Bateekh told 
Reuters security forces 
hauled off three of his sup-' 
porters at midnight. 

The crackdown came a 
week after a military court 
sentenced 54 leading 
Brotherhood figures ro pris- 
on terms ranging from three 
to five years. 

The verdicts were seen as a 
last attempt by the govern- 
ment to deal a strong blow to 
the group prior to the elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Hodeibi hopes a gov- 
ernment clampdown on the 
group this year will trigger, 
more sympathy among vo- 
ters. State officials and NDP 
supporters are trying to sully 
the group's pacifist image by 
equating it with the militant 
groups waging a bloody cam- 
paign to topple the state. 



Kabulis mop up after deadly 
bombing attacks by Talibans 


Belgium 
will not 


Later Monday, the 
Brotherhood said more than 
a thousand of its members, 
many of them registered elec- 
troal observers, have been 
arrested over the last 24 
tours in the run-up to par- 
liamentary elections. . 


“The security services have 
led an arrest campaign and 
have especially tzngettcd the 
delegates of Muslim Brother- 
hood candidates 7 * in the elec- 
tions, spokesman Hodeiby 
tokl AFP. 


He noted that the names of 
the delegates, due to monitor 
voting for Brotherhood 
candidates, were registered 
at police stations. 


KABUL (AFP) — Fruit, 
meat and cigarette vendors 
jockey for space in the bust- 
ling lane bordered by the 
high mud walls of traditional 
Afghan family compounds, 
while rescuers search franti- 
cally for corpses still buried 
under a nearby mountain of 
war debris. 

Children play happily in 
the winding lane and nothing 

seems amiss or unusual in this 

busy north Kabul neighbour- 
hood, looking more like die 
film set of a biblical village 
than a suburb in a 20th cen- 
tury capital city. 

Yet just hours earlier, 13 
locals were killed and scores 
of others were injured when a 
massive bomb dropped by 
high-altitude jets, said by the 
defence ministry to belong to 
the Taliban, obliterated *a 

half-square- kilometre patch 
of the suburb lying only a few 
metres from the thriving mar- 
ket lane. 

It was part of the deadliest 
air raid yet on the Afghan 
capital. 

The area where 10 families 
had been living just eight 
hours earlier looks deserted 
and eerie in the fading winter 
light. Charred bedframes 
loom from under piles of 
masonry, while pieces of 
shredded clothing and cur- 
tains mingle with the lethal 
shrapnel littering the maze of 


foundations and toppled 
beams littering the ground. 

A plastic bucket still con- 
taining water swings in the 
wind over the remains of a 
well near one of the brown 
mud and bride homes. 

“Again we have lost 
friends and family to the 
machines of war, but we have 
to keep going and maintain 
the hope that one day this' 
kilting will stop,” Aqil Shah, 
a 42-year-old former factory 
worker says calmly. 

Mr. Shah's stoic pragmat- 
ism highlights die peculiar 
gift Afghans seem to have of 
getting up and dusting them- 
selves off almost immediately 
after experiencing suffering 
and misery that would have 
torn apart other less hardy 
people. . .. _ . _ _ . . . 

At least 39 dvilians died in 
Sunday’s peak-hour bombing 
raid which the government 
said ws the work of the 
Taliban militia who have 
since last month been besieg- 
ing Kabul, which has been 
left in tatters by 16 years of 
war. 

Yet despite the initial wave 
of angry recriminations and 
sounds of wailing mothers 
and wives near the bomb 
sites, Kabulis almost im- 
mediately began putting their 
lives back on track, even as 
teams of rescue workers con- 1 
timied the grisly task of com- 


bing the rubble for survivors 
and more victims. 

“I am just happy to be 
alive,” says Khaled, who 
lived in one of the many 
houses shattered by Sunday's 
air raid. 

“Next time I may not be so 
lucky, so I must try to live as 
normally as possible until the 
fighting ends or until my turn 
comes,” he added as he 
scooped up some dusty 
blankets which seemed to 
have survived the blast. 

“It seems we are meant to 
fight each other and suffer — 
we have been doing it for 
years, so it must be our fate,” 
he added before shuffling 
down the dirt track leading to 
the gaping bomb crater. 

Residents of houses across 
file street were meanwhile 
mopping up pools of blood 
on their doorsteps and clear- 
ing away the jagged remains 
of their windoiws. A taxi driv- 
er salvaged what be could 
from the crushed chassis of 
his aged Russian car. 

By dusk two of the main 
areas hit by the aerial barrage 
had been sealed off by local 
residents who returned to 
their daily routines after 
establishing which of their 
neighbours had died and af- 
ter making sure afty 
orphaned children were given 
shelter. 


deport 


suspect 
to Algeria 


Fundamentalists enter Egyptian polls in force 


CAIRO (AFP) — Muslim 
fundamentalist candidates 
are running in Wednesday’s 
parliamentary elections in 
force, despite a government 
crackdown, in a bid to lead 
the Egyptian opposition-. 

The Islamic Woe, led by 
file banned Muslim Brother- 
hood along with its Labour 
and Liberal party allies, 
stands as the ruling National 
Democratic Party’s (NDP) 
leading rival in the vote, 
fielding 223 candidates. 

But the election comes less 
than a week after a harsh 
blow to the Brotherhood: 54 
of its members were sent- 
enced last Thursday for up to 
five years in prison and police 
closed down its unofficial 


the opposition,” Brother- 
hood spokesman Maamoun. 
Al Hodeibi said after the 
military court rulings. 

“But we are determined to 
redouble our efforts in our' 
election campaign,” Mr. 
Hodeibi said. 


AFP. 

“The majority cannot defy 
the opinion of the minority 
;forever. The opposition has 
the duty to stop tyranny by 
’facing up to the government 
when it takes anti-democratic 
moves,” Mir. Hodeibi said. 


The rulings in two military 
trials came at the end of a- 
year-long police crackdown 
against the group, which 
although banned in 1954 had 
been tolerated by the state 
since the mid-1970s. 


The montfrlong trials of 
the group’s members knock- 
ed some of its most hopeful 
candidates out of the race, 
but Brotherhood leaders re- 
main confident of regaining a 
foothold in parliament. 

Islamic candidates won 36 
seats in 1987 but boycotted 
the last elections five years 
ago. 


“The arrest of our best 
members will affect our rep- 
resentation in parliament,” 
he conceded. “The police 
campaign targeted our 
strongest candidates.” 


During Its long truce with 
the authorities, foe Brother- 
hood successfully swept elec- 
tions in several professional 
unions in foe 1990s, demon- 
strating its active voter sup- 
port. 


Brotherhood candidates 
have focused on poorer con- 
stituencies, hinging their 
campaigns on social issues 
while distancing themselves 
from the militant violence 
which foe authorities have 
accused them of backing. 


“With these inhuman ver- 
dicts, the authorities are 
trying to scare off electors 
and to muzzle us as well as all 


“Our deputies might not 
be able to change everything, 
but at least they could limit 
the domination of the NDP,” 
Ahmad Seif Al Islam Hassan 
Al Banna, the son of the 
Brotherhood's founder, told 


“The regime is afraid of 
having the FIS victory in* 
Algeria happen in Egypt,” 
Mr. Banna said, referring to 
■15191 polls in Algeria which 
were cancelled when the Isla- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS) 
looked poised to win. 

Last week, six Brother- 
hood members were sent- 
enced to five years of bard 
labour. 


But since it has no legal 
status, it is not allowed to run 
as a political party and its 
.candidates in foe parliamen- 
tary vote can only be recog- 
nised by their slogan: “Islam 
is the solution.” 

“We want to be governed 
by Islam. Religion is 
anchored in foe hearts of foe 
Egyptian people,” Mr. Ban- 
na said. 


“We want to build an ideal 
society. Islam is the best eco- 
nomic and ideological model 
to reform society and achieve 
happiness for mankind,” said 
the son of the late founder 
Hassan Al Banna. 


The Brotherhood calls for 
“nationalist capitalism, based 
firstly on Egyptian capital, 
estimated at $80 billion, and 
then capital from Arab or 
Islamic countries,” he said. 

“We are against violence 
and anarchy. Change most be 
made democratically. Why 
should we resort to vio- 
lence?” 


BRUSSELS (R) — Belgium 
will not sent Ahmad Zaiom, 
presumed leader of an Alge- 
rian extremist network in 
Europe, back to Algeria be- 
cause he faces a death penal- 
ty there, the Belgian foreign 
ministry said Monday. 

“As long as the situation in 
Algeria is such that his safety 
there cannot be guaranteed, 
it (expulsion to Algeria) has 
been ruled out,” a ministry 
spokesman said. 

Mr. Zaoni, 34,jvas given a 
four-year suspended prison 
sentence on Nov. by an 
appeal court here for criminal 
association. He was acquitted 
in October by a Brussels 
court of membership of a 
criminal organisation. 

He went on trial with 11 
other presumed members of 
the Aimed Islamic Group 
(GIA), one of the most radio 
al of foe guerrilla movements 
seeking to overturn Algeria’s 
military backed regime. 

Mr. Zaoui ’s lawyer Motte 
De Raedter said on Sunday 
that Mir. Zaoui had been 
sentenced to death in Algiers 
on July 27, 1993; 

Belgian Foreign Minister 
Kohann Vande Lanotte 
pledged Belgium would up- 
hold “current international 
guidelines not to send some- 
one bade to a country where 
their life will be in danger.” 

However, the Belgian fore- 
ign ministry is studying the 
possibility of finding another 
country where he can be ex- 
pelled after a request for 
political asylum was turned 
down. 

Mr. Zaoui and his col- 
leagues were arrested in 
March when police netted 
weapons, ammunition, false 
identity papers, medical and 
radio equipment and fun- 
damentalist literature for 
propaganda purposes. 

Belgian authorities believe 
he is one of foe GlA’s leaders 
in Europe. 

Reuters erroneously re- 
ported on Sunday that Mr. 
Zaoui had been convicted by 
a Belgian court of belonging 
to foe GIA. 
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Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
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readings: Ammon 37 per c en t, 
Aqaba 35 per cent. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bahrain court upholds death sentence 


S y o7^bbLT25 Storing to.death s^^ 

SeBahraini capital Manama, lawyers said by tekpbone. 

Eight of the 10 were given jail 

acquitted when foe lower court issued its 

The appeals court upheld a hfe pTBon soitentx and 

confirmed a five ta Sl 


Two who had been condemned to 

their sentence reduced to five years each. 

jailed for five years were acquitttri, 

upheld foe earlier acquittal of the 10* 

people died in a five-month wave 

government which was sparked by foe arrest of a State 

cleric in December. 


Sudan to resume repatriation of Ethiopian 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — Sudan wffl resume repatriating 
Ethiopian refugees in the country during the first week of 
December, Sudanese refugee officials said Monday. About 
300,000 refugees who fled unrest in neighbouring Et hiopi a 
remain in Sudan, mostly in the east of the coun try. 
Voluntary repatriation operations began last year but 
stalled because of what officials here said was the fa ilure by 
Ethiopian authorities to prepare sufficient reception facili- 
ties and the l«i*k of funds for this purpose. About 


foe U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
before foe operation was suspended. Sudanese television 
said foe country’s minister of state and commissioner far 
refugees, Ahsan Al Ghabshawi, met Sunday with President 
Omar Al Beshir to brief him on a meeting on the refugee- 
problem in Al Shwak town Saturday by representatives 
from the Sudanese and Ethiopian governments, the 
UNHCR and non-governmental organizations. The 
Sudanese president said his government would continue to 
abide by international conventions on refugees and felt 
“voluntary repatriation” was the best solution to foe 
problem, the television said. 


Bomb explodes at Baghdad office of Iranian group 


NICOSIA (R) — A bomb exploded outside the Baghdad 
offices of the Iranian opposition Mujahedeen-e-Khalq 
group on Sunday, the group said on Monday. The group 
said in a statement sent to Renters a carbomb rocked the 
group's offices in Andalus Square in foe Iraqi capita] late 
on Sunday night. The blast damaged surrounding buildings 
but caused no casualties, foe statement added. The 
Iraq- based group has reported several attacks this year, 
mcaiding one in July in which three of its members were 
shot dead in a highway attack in Baghdad. There was no 
immediate Iraqi confirmation of the attack. The 
Mujahedeen-c-Khalq organisation, which opposes die 
clerical-led government erf Tehran, has its headquarters in 
Baghdad ami several bases near foe Iranian border. 


Turkey protests to Bonn over talks with Kurds 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey on Monday said it had protested 
to Bonn over a meeting between a German intelligence 
official and foe leader of the rebel Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK), saving it was cou n terp ro ductive to efforts to end 
PKK attacks in Germany. “As soon as we had information 
of the meeting... we bad high-level demarches with the 
German government,” Foreign Ministry spokesman Omer 
Akbel told an English-language news briefing. “We related 
to them our displeasure and disapproval. An aide to* 
chancellor Helmut Kohl confirmed on Saturday a meeting 
between Bernd Schmidbauer, Mr. Kohl’s intelligence 
service coordinator, and PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan in- 
recent months. “No matter what the reason for justification 
might be, we strongly disapprove of such contacts and we 
sincerely believe that they are completely counterproduc- 
tive,” Mr. Akbel said. “We have always said that it is not 
admissa h le to have talks or contacts with the terrorist 
(PKK) organisation.” 


Israeli army may enlist help from Muslim clerics 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Islamic d erics could be appointed to 
officiate at foe funerals of Muslim soldiers serving with foe 
Israeli army, a religious affairs ministry spokesman said 
Monday. Ofer Amartoki AFP foe proposal had been 
to foe weekly cabinet meeting on Sunday by Religious 
Affairs Minister Shimon Shetreet after a row broke out 
over foe funeral of Bedouin soldier who died on Wednes- 
day after a training accident. Muslim clerics had refused to 
take part in the funeral of Alaa Al Naim, 19, branding him 
as a “Zionist" soldier for serving in the army. Mr. Shetreat 
proposed that a Muslim religious official be appointed in 
foe military to coordinate a network of “imams around the 


jo be in charge of funerals in cases involving foe 
deaths of Muslim soldiers," Mr. Amar said. Dr. Naim was 


finahy buned at the Nazareth Muslim cemetery in a 
military ceremony according to conditions set out by an 
mam, but without any religious offidation, the Jerusalem 
rost reported. Chief of Staff Amnon Shahak pledged to his 
parents when he paid a condolence visit on Sunday that to 
would try to solve the problems. “If we don’t know how to 
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Seminar tackles reporting on 
corruption, credibility of media 


By Lola Keilani 

Special m i he Jordan Times 

AMMAN — While some 
Jordanian journalists 
believe that laws should be 
amended 10 guarantee them 
mote protection and access 
to intonation, particularly 
in their reporting of cases 
of corruption, former gov- 
ernment officials pointed to 
what they called the dan- 
gers in unprofessional 
reporting. 

At a seminar entitled 
Towards a Strategy to 
Resist Corruption,” organ- 
ised by the ministries of 
administrative development 
and Justice, the role of the 
media, in the battle against 
corruption, was discussed 
by media experts, lawyers 
and government officials. 

The three groups empha- 
sised the importance of the 
media in acting as a watch- 
dog and discussed ways in 
which it can contribute to 
uncovering corruption in 
the country. 

Bui one former cabinet 
minister warned that a "cor- 
rupt media is far more dan- 
gerous than corruption 
(itself) in any other institu- 


tion." 

Former Deputy Prime 
Minister Said'Ial lashed out 
at columnists for allegedly 
accepting bribes from 
sources with interests in 
influencing public opinion. 

“We have corrupt colum- 
nists who are paid from cer- 
tain sources, said Dr Tal, 
adding that Jordan's media 
institution should “put an 
end.” to such practices. 

In defence of journalists 
working for the official 
media. Secretary General of 
the Parliament Hakam 
Kbajr said "fear is deeply 
rooted in the sub- conscious 
of the media people, who 
are frustrated and treated as 
second class by (heir supe- 
riors." 

Mr. Khair cited as an 
example official news 
reports on public service 
issues, saying that die 
reporters tend to impose 
seif-censorship even on 
issues which are neither 
sensitive nor controversial. 

According to Mr. Khair, if 
communication between 
official media reporters and 
their supervisors is not 
improved, self-censorship, 
fear and frustration will 


stand in the way of reveal- 
ing cases of corruption. 

Mr. Khair said that 
because “television and 
radio are the most impor- 
tant information bodies in 
Jordan,” and that these two 
institutions are owned by 
the government, a board of 
directors from both the pri- 
vate and public sectors, 
should be established in 
order for them to become 
“mure objective in their 
reporting." 

As the discussion turned 
to the issue of professional- 
ism. participants stressed 
the need for proper training 
of journalists on the differ- 
ent types of reporting, espe- 
cially investigative report- 
ing which, they agreed, is 
vital to any story about cor- 
ruption. 

"The establishment of an 
advanced training centre 
fur media people is 
extremely essential, and 
should be financed by both 
the private and public sec- 
tors," Mr. Khair said. 

Participants concurred 
that in order to help the 
media to fully participate in 
the democratisution 
process. editors and 


reporters should develop 
their skills by attending 
courses at well-established 
radio and television stations 
as well as newspapers 
abroad. 

Reporting on corruption 
in the printed press should 
become more professional, 
the participants said. 

According to Mahmoud 
Sharif, former minister of 
information, and a founder 
of A1 Dustour Arabic daily, 
“sensational headlines, irre- 
sponsible comments, and 
stories which lack evidence 
badly damage the credibili- 
ty of the press." 

At the conclusion of the 
seminar, representatives of 
the Ministry of Administra- 
tive Development told the 
Jordan Times that further 
study of tlie comprehensive 
topic of forming a govern- 
ment strategy to deter cor- 
ruption, which would 
include the media’s role, 
will be conducted. The 
aim, they said, is to present 
the results of such a study 
to the cabinet, in the hope 
of adopting a national strat- 
egy- 


‘Efforts being made to create 
right climate for job-seekers’ 


AMMAN tJ.T.) — The 
Ministry of Labour is trying 
to create opportune cli- 
mates for job seekers to 
find employment and at the 
same time is crying to better 
control the local labour 
market. Minister of Labour 
Nader Abul Sha'er said 
Monday. 

In an address to an audi- 
ence attending a ceremony 
to graduate a group of 36 
men and women workers 
who attended a 10-day 
training seminar on work- 
ers* education, the minister 
said vocational training 
centres and the Labour Cul- 
ture Institute which held the 
training seminar, were 
intensifying their efforts to 
help job seekers . 

The minister said the 
Labour Culture Institute 
will soon be enlarged to 
become a full-fledged cor- 
poration responsible for 
organising cultural training 
courses to Jordanian work- 
ers. 

Mazen Ma’aitah. Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Labour 
L'nioas secretary general, 
said the institute has been 
instrumental in providing 
education to workers and in 
promoting their standards. 

He said there was need 
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Minister of Labour Nader Abul Sha’er Monday graduates participants of a 10-day 
training seminar on workers’ education (Petra photo) 


cemed government authori- 
ties to promote industry in 
the Kingdom. 

He added that industry 
creates jobs and helps deal 
with the unemployment 
problem. 

Graduates listened to lec- 
tures on the Jordanian 
Labour Law, legislation and 
regulations pertaining to 


duue>. the labour move- 
men: and social and eco- 
nomic plans undertaken by 
the government to deal with 
poverty and unemploy- 
ment. 

Unemployment soared 
dramatically in the wake of 
the Gulf crisis of 1991 with 
the return of 350,(X)0 Jor- 
danian expatriates tfom the 


e.Nti mated at 25U.OUU of 
whom oniv 42.000 had 
work permits prompting the 
government to introduce 
strict measures to control 
the labour market to help 
the unemployed find jobs. 

Jordan's workforce is 
estimated at S65.000 out of 
a population of four mil- 
lion. 
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Private sector delegation leaves 
for Barcelona conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — Leav- will be spent during 1996. 
ing for . Barcelona Monday In a pre-departure state- 
to take pan in the economic ment. Dr. Saket said the 

meetings of the Euro- economic meetings will 

Mediterranean conference, tackle topics related to 
Bassam Saket, who is board social and economic siraie- 

chairman of the Jordan gies for the 21st century and 

Cement Factories Compa- the creation of free trade 

ny, said he would-'^eMc ' zones by the year 2010 as 
European support for Jor- well as subjects pertaining 

dan's economy. to trade and foreign invest- 

Dr. Saket said this could ments and European 

be achieved by allowing Mediterranean partnership 

more of the Kingdom’s agreements, 

products to be marketed in Representing the private 
Europe which currently sector at the conference are 

absorbs 52 per cent of the Dr. Saket and Haidar 

Mediterranean countries' Murad, who is President of 

exports. the Amman Chamber of 

According to Dr. Saket Commerce, 
the European Union has Dr. Saket and Mr. Murad 
already pledged SI2 billion will take pan in a discus- to promote trade and eco- ference is led by Foreign 

in the form of financial sion over the establishment Domic relations between Minister Abdul Karim 

assistance to Mediterranean of a new Euro-Mediter- Europe and the Arab stales. Kabariti and includes offi- 

nations between 1995 and ranean forum. Jordan’s official delega- ciuls representing several 

1999, of which S600 million The forum will undertake lion to the Barcelona con- government departments. 


Ministry prepares national water strategy 

MA’IN (Petra) — The Min- organised by the ministry A1 Hisa and A1 Disi Basin management of water pro- 

isny of Water and Irrigation and the World Bank Eco- in southern Jordan as well jects aimed at replacing 

has set up ad hoc technical nomic Development lnsii- as desalinating under- water canals in the Jordan 

committees to prepare a one at Ashlar Hotel in groundwater. Valley with pipes and 

national water policy and Maeen, Mr. Quteishat said These studies are also encourage fanners to adopt 
plans to implement such a the main aim of the strategy dealing with means of recy- modem irrigation methods, 

policy, Secretary General will be ro strike a balance cling waste wafer to be He added that the plan 

Qusai Quteishat said Mon- between available water used in irrigation and ways also emails replacing old 

day. sources and demand by the to replenish underground water networks and 

Mr. Quteishat said the pol- populace as well as to meet water sources. improving the performance 

icy aims to tackle water citizens’ needs during the The ministry secretary of waste water treatment 

problems facing Jordan up summer season and drought general said the ministry plants, especially the one in 

to the year 2035 so as to years. was also preparing a pro- Khirbet A1 Samra. 

replace the national plan At the present time, Mr. gramme to monitor water Mr. Quteishat revealed 

prepared in 1977. Quteishai said, the ministry sources in terms of quantity that the ministry has also 

Speaking at a three-day is conducting technical and quality and preparing a started a study on industries 

workshop on cooperation studies in cooperation with database on these sources. polluting underground 

between the public and pri- foreign organisations on He said the ministry has water sources to help the 

vote sectors in the water means of exploiting water already embarked on a pio- ministry combat such pol- 

and sewerage sectors sources in Wadi A1 Mujib, neering plan to improve lution. 



Bassam Saket Haidar Murad 


for maintaining close coop- 
eration between workers, 
employers and the con- 

Government 
pardons 
convicts for 
contacts 
with Israel 

AMMAN (AP. — Thu 
government announced 
Monday that it will drop 
charges against citizens 
convicted of contacts with 
Israel, in line with a peace 
treaty signed a year ago. 

Justice Minister Hisham 
Tal said the decision 
applies to 30 Jordanians 
who are serving prison 
terms or fugitives who 
were sentenced in absentia 
during a nearly 50-year 
state of belligerency that 
ended when the peace 
treaty was signed in Octo- 
ber 1994. 

He told the Associated 
Press that an unspecified 
number of convicts who 
already had served prison 
terms would not be com- 
pensated. 

“We can’t undo what has 
been done,” Mr. Tal said. 

The minister stressed that 
those who were convicted 
of espionage would not be 
pardoned since "spying 
falls under a different cate- 
gory of the criminal code." 

He said those eligible for 
amnesty would be acquit- 
ted after the prosecutor 
general reviewed their 
cases to ensure that they 
were entitled for pardon. 

Dealing with Israel is 
now legal under Jordanian 
law in viewof the peace 
treaty," Mr. Tal said. “We 
can’t keep people in jail for 
committing what is regard- 
ed os legal acts.” 



SHORT STORY RECITAL 

* Recital of short stories by Oklah 
Haddad at the Phoenix Gallery for 
Culture and Art, Gardens Street at 
630 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Abstract art by Iraqi artist Samira 
Abdul Wahab at Ab'ad Art Gallery, 
Mecca Street (Until Dec. 2) 

* Plastic art by Abdul Raheem Wakid 
at Alia Art Gallery, Jabal Amman 
(Until Dec. 2). 

’ Annual fall exhibition "Khawater" at 
the Jordan River Designs, (Tel. 
613081/2) until Dec. 1. 


" Photographs and paintings by Ann 
O'Neill and Anne Sears at the British 
Council (until Dec. 3) 

•Works by Jordanian and Iraqi artists 
at Orfali Art Gallery. 

'Works bv Dodi Taba'a entitled "Vari- 
ations Graphiques 93-95" at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

•Sculptures & paintings by Iraqi Artist 
Ismail Fattah, and a retrospective 
exhibition of sculptures &' drawings 
by Mona Saudi at Darat AJ Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh. 

•Metal works bv Amina r Khammash 
at Liwan, off Wadi Saqra Street. Also 
displaying all kinds of handicrafts. 
(Tel. 699141). 



Regent congratulates Lebanon, Mauritania 


AMMAN (Petra) — Chief Chamberlain Prince Ru’ad 
Bun Zcid, the Regent, Monday sent u cable to Lebanese 
President Elias Hrawi, congratulating .him on his coun- 
try’s independence day. Prince Ra’ad wished Mr. Hrawi 
continued good health and happiness and the Lebanese 
people further progress and prosperity. Prince Ra’ad sent 
a similar cable to Mauritanian President Mu’awia Wild 
Sidi Ahmad A1 Tayc 1 to congratulate him on his country’s 
national day. 

Directors instructed to abide by office hours 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker Monday issued a communique instructing direc- 
tors of government departments and civil servants to be 
available at their departments during office hour.’. The 
Prime Minister said all civil servants can leave their 
deportments' during office hours ooly after obtaining a 
leave permission from their superiors. The communique 
was issued after complaints by the Administrative Con- 
trol and Inspection Bureau that some of the directors 
leave their departments during office hours, thus causing 
delays for citizens who are doing paper work at govern- 
ment departments. 


the labour market, the Gulf states. At least 150,000 ore 

Social Security Corpora- Foreign workers in the unemployed, according to 
tion, unions' rights and past summer months were official figures. 

Suspect will not be extradited 
until formal request is received 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - Jordan is 
awaiting a formal request 
irern Kuwait for the extra- 
dition of a Jordanian 
accused of.-, embezzlement 
in the emirate and now 
under custody in the Kir 
dam, judicial sources $a«i 
Monday. 

Nassim .Vlohsen, who 
served as financial manager 
of the government-owned 
Kuwait Oil Tanker Compa- 
ny (KOTC), was arrested 
last week in response to a 
Kuwaiti request, prosecutor 
general Adeed Jalamdeh 
said 

"We are wailing for a for- 
mal extradition request, u 
charge sheet and other doc- 
uments from Kuwait before 
Mr. Mohsen is extradited" 
to Kuwait. Mr. Jalamdeh 
was quoted as saying in the 
local press. 

No detail was available 
on the background of Mr. 
Mohsen, who lived in 
Kuwait for many years 
before returning to Jordan 
in the late 80s or early 90s. 

While the Kuwaiti 


authorities had requested 
that the man be detained, 
they have yet to issue a for- 
mal extradition request, but 
it has to come in 60 days 
from the day of the arrest. 

No comment was imme- 
diately available from the 
Kuwaiti embassy here, but 
sources expected the emi- 
rate’s government to issue 
an extraditioh request soon. 

Jordan and Kuwait do not 
have an extradition treaty, 
but the two countries, being 
members of the Arab 
League and signatories to 
the pan-Arab Security 
Agreement, are bound by 
the provisions of the agree- 
ment to band over wanted 
persons to each other. 

Mr. Mohsen is among 
five defendants charged 
with embezzlement of $ 1 00 
million from the KOTC. 

The first defendant in the 
case is a member of the rul- 
ing family, former Oil Min- 
ister Sheikh Ali A1 Khalifa 
Al Sabah, who was cleared 
for trial after a protracted 
legal wrangle involving 
parliament and the judicia- 
ry- 

Details related to the case 


have been sketchy, but 
according, to reports in the 
Kuwaiti press, the affair 
involves the establishment 
of a nominal entity which 
bought oil tankers for the 
transport of Kuwaiti crude 
exports with KOTC funds 
but pocketed the proceeds 
as a separate commercial 
firm. 

The case surfaced shortly 
after the end of the Aug. 
1990-February 1991 Iraqi 
occupation of Kuwait and 
an intense investigation 
into the pre-crisis activities 
of all state -owned oraani sa- 
tions in the emirate. 

At least another suspect 
in the case remains fugi- 
tive. believed to be living in 
Britain. 

One Kuwaiti, said to be 
involved in the case, was 
found killed in London two 
years ago. but the precise 
relation the man had with 
any other defendant or the 
KOTC itself also remains 
unclear. 


Foreign media club opens doors 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - Jordan’s first 
organisation grouping non- 
Jordanian journalists based 
in the Kingdom, formally 
registered as the Foreign 
Correspondents’ Club, has 
opened the door for associ- 
ated membership to Jordan- 
ian journalists working for 
foreign media. 

The club, which currently 
has 21 members, held its 
first general assembly 
meeting on Saturday and 
elected Randa Habib, 
bureau chief of the French 
news agency, Agenee 
France Presse (AFP), as 
president, Kumar Malhotra 
of the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC) as sec- 
retary, and Jorg Kaminski 
of the German ARD as trea- 
surer. 

"The club’s objective is to 
serve as a forum for social, 
cultural and non-political 
activities for foreign corre- 
spondents based in Jordan,” 
said Ms. Habib. 

"It will grange meetings 
with local and visiting offi- 
cials and arrange confer- 
ences' etc. along the lines 
that its counterparts in the 
region and elsewhere do.” 

The organisation has sel 


up a special window for 
Jordanian journalists work- 
ing for foreign media 
organisations to join 
through creating "associate 
memberships," said Ms. 
Habib. 

While full membership is 
open to non-Jordanian 
nationals working on a 
fixed contract for any 
media organisation which 
is not state-controlled, 
associate membership is 
accessible to "all other 
journalists working for the 
foreign media who do not 
meet the requirements of 
full membership." 

Ms. Habib, who said she 
expected the total number 
of members to eventually 
reach 100, noted thai the 
idea to set up a foreign cor- 
respondents’ club us a 
"meeting point for foreign 
journalists in Jordan" was 
mooted four years but 
could not be realised 
because of legal hurdles. 

The way was cleared in 
February when a groDp of 
foreign correspondents 
raised the issue with His 
Majesty King Hussein dur- 
ing an informal meeting. 

“The King was very 
encouraging and he imme- 
diately instructed the Min- 
istry of Information to 


faciliaie the establishment 
of a foreign correspon- 
dents’ club," recalled Ms. 
Habib. 

Subsequently, the propos- 
al was legalised through the 
Press and and Publications 
Law and endorsed by a 
Royal Decree. 

The Foreign Correspon- 
dents’ Club has set a nomi- 
nal fee us membership "to 
cover the cost of paper- 
work," and "members 
rnighr be asked to pay the 
actual expenses of hosting 
meetings and other activi- 
ties," said Ms. Habib. 

She added that the organ- 
isation was now looking 
forv ard to receiving appli- 
cations for full and associ- 
ate memberships. 

Jordan hosted a relatively 
large number of foreign 
journalists in the early and 
mid-SOs before the number 
declined. 

The number has picked 
up again in the wake of the 
Middle East peace process 
and other developments 
which have projected the 
Kingdom as one of the key 
centres in the context of 
regional politics and eco- 
nomic development. 






4 World News 


China’s ‘destructive assault’ drill is 


‘a warning’ to Taiwan separatists 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
China's show of military 
might directly across the 
strait from Taiwan is a 
direct warning to the pro- 
independence lobby there of 
what could be in store, 
according to a senior advis- 
er to Beijing. 

In a front-page report here 
Monday, the Beijing-fended 
Wen Wei Po daily said the 
joint army, Davy and air 
force exercises held in the 
past few days, came under 
China's “destructive as- 
sault” warfare strategy, and 
marked the escalation of 
such drills following Tai- 
wan President Lee Teng- 
Hui's visit to the United 
States in June. 

"The exercises this time 
show the Chinese govern- 
ment's resolute determina- 
tion to oppose and halt pro- 
Taiwan independence, espe- 
cially to those who thought 
they could gain support 


from foreign powers to 
cany out the so-called 
‘democracy-procedure’ ,” 
warned Xin Qi, director of 
the Beijing-based All-China 
Taiwan Research Centre. 

The weekend’s main 
evening television news 
showed a virtual invasion 
rehearsal: Blanket missile 
firing, huge manoeuvres 
backed by warplanes and 
helicopters, amphibious 
vehicles landing on beach- 
es, troops being parachuted 
into a mock battle. 

“It is a serous warning to 
those political forces who 
believe that they can auto- 
matically split Taiwan away 
from China,” Mr. Xin 
added. 

Mr. Xin cited remarks by 
Chinese senior leader Deng 
Xiaoping and President 
Jiang Zemin that “only in 
such special situations was 
it necessary to resort to a 
non-peacefol approach in 


order to resolve China’s 
unity problem.'’ 

The Wen Wei Po report 
noted that the military exer- 
cises were organised for the 
first time to cover the 
“Nanjing war zone” and not 
according to any military 
region as in the past. 

It said the war zone was 
aimed at ensuring the easy 
manoeuvre and reinforce- 
mem of forces from other 
military regions including 
the Nanjing military region- 
controlled East China Fleet 
and Air Forces. 

China’s latest sabre rat- 
tling came in the run-up to 
the first of two crucial elec- 
tions for Taiwanese voters. 
Parliamentary polls will be 
held next month and the 
presidential election in 
March. 

China and Taiwan have 
been separated by their rival 
claims to sovereignty since 
the end of the civil war in 


1949. Beijing has always 
considered the Nationalist 
island a renegade province 
waiting to rejoin the moth- 
erland. 

The mainland bas repeat- 
edly staged military exercis- 
es in Taiwan’s vicinity this 
year to show its anger at 
what it considers moves by 
the nationalists to use their 


growing economic power as 
a launching pad for an inde- 
pendence bid. 

On Ocl 18, news pro- 
grammes showed Mr. Jiang, 
who is also chairman of the 
Central Military Commis- 
sion, watching ground and 
sea exercises. 

The Taiwan bourse took a 
temporary dive after war 
games in July and August 
Those exercises were taken 
as a warning after President 
Lee’s private visit to the 
United States which earned 
him massive publicity. 


Army called in to battle Dhaka inferno U.S. aides 


DHAKA (R) — Soldiers 
were called in to help fire- 
men put out a devastating 
fire that destroyed nearly 
2^00 shops Monday in one 
of Dhaka’s largest markets, 
witnesses said. 

They said hundreds of sol- 
diers joined the fight after 
Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia and opposition 
leader Sheikh Hasina visit- 
ed the still-raging fire. 

Fire brigade officials said 
the fire broke out at 
Bangabazar Market around 
6.30 a.m. (0030 GMT) and 
engulfed the whole market 


in about an hour. 

“The fire spread too 
quickly and we are not sure 
if it was caused by accident 
or sabotage,” one fire 
brigade official said 

Rescuers said at 1 p.m. 
(0700 GMT) they had yet to 
find any dead or injured 
persons but a search was 
continuing. 

"It’s one of the worst fires 
in this city. The losses 
would run into millions of 
dollars,” one Dhaka City 
Corporation official said. 

Witnesses said the shops 
at the Bangabazar Market 


went up in flames before 
firemen could enter it The 
market is famous for its 
abundant supply of import- 
ed old garments and local 
factory rejects that attract 
buyers from Bangladesh 
and neighbouring countries. 

Most shops in the market 
were made of wood but had 
tin roofs, making it more 
difficult for firemen to 
spray water on the blaze, 
they said Narrow lanes also 
hampered firefighting 
efforts. 


concerned 


Ivorian ruling party wins election 


ABIDJAN (R) — President 
Henri Konan Bedie's ruling 
Democratic Party (PDCI) 
won Ivory Coast's second 
mnKi-party general election 
Monday, after securing an 
absolute majority in the new 
parliament. 

Partial results from 
Sunday’s poll, officially 
posted outside the Interior 
Ministry, gave Mr. Bedie's 
party 97 of the 175 seats in 
the National Assembly. 

The party, which has 
monopolised power since 
independence from France 
in 1960, was on course for 
an emphatic win. The oppo- 
sition, which held only 17 
seats in the outgoing parlia- 
ment, had a combined total 
of 13. 

Sunday’s polling was 
peaceful, in contrast to 
October’s turbulent presi- 
dential election, even 
though the two main oppo- 
sition leaders were prevent- 
ed from standing and some 
of their supporters had 
problems voting. 

The main opposition boy- 
’ cotted the OcL 22 election, 
which Mr. Bedie won easi- 
ly. Political and ethnic 
clashes before and after the 
poll killed at least 35 peo- 
ple. 

Mr. Bedie had urged Ivory 
Coast’s 3.8 million or so 
registered voters to back his 
party. 

“I have voted for a major- 
ity for progress,” he told 


state television Sunday as 
be voted in his home town 
ofDaoukro. 

Ivory Coast, the world’s 
leading cocoa producer, is 
banking on a reputation for 
stability to boost investment 
and economic revivaL The 
election process will con- 
clude with municipal polls 
on Dec. 17. 

Partial results showed the 
Rally Of the Republics, 
formed by disenchanted 
members of the ruling party 
after Mr. Bedie took over on 
founding President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny’s death 
in 1993, had won at least 
eight seats in its first elec- 
toral test. 

The Ivorian Popular Front 
(FPI), which spearheaded 
the campaign that forced 
multi-party politics on Mr 
Houphouet-Boigny in 1990, 
had five, the results showed. 

Political analysts said the 
major opposition parties 
had diluted their support by 
standing against one anoth- 
er. In several districts the 
combined vote of the FPI 
and RDR candidates was 
more than that of the win- 
ning PDCI candidate. ■ 

Early results suggested a 
turnout of around 50 per 
cent. 

Opposition leaders, who 
lifted their boycott in return 
for a revision of voter fists, 
expressed reservations 
about the poll. 

“This year it is a case of 


fraud by electoral census. 
Many of our militants have 


not been able to register to 
vote,” FPI leader Laurent 


Gbagbo told Reuters 
Sunday. 

The government has post- 
poned voting for three seats 
around the FPI bastion of 
Gagnoa — including 
Gbagbo's — until migrant 
farmers from Mr. Bedie’s 
Baoule tribe, who fled in 
October, return. 

RDR leader Djeny 
Kobina, barred by a disput- 
ed new electoral law after 
failing to prove he had an 
Ivorian parent, echoed 
Gbagbo’s concern. He did 
not vote, fearing further 
problems. 

Around 200 foreign elec- 
tion observers monitored 
the election but declined 
immediate comment. 
Twenty-nine parties took 
part 

Mr. Bedie easily defeated 
a minor opposition candi- 
date in the October election. 
He bad governed until then 
as constitutional successor 
to Mr. Houphouet-Boigny, 
who founded the ruling 
party. 

Ivory Coast bas a popula- 
tion of 14 million people 
but as in the presidential 
poll the new code denied 
the vote to migrants from 
neighbouring countries — a 
departure from polling 
practice under Mr. 
Houphouet-Boigny. 


Kashmiri Muslim leader 


appeals for hostages ’ release 


SRINAGAR, India (AFP) 
— Sbabir Shah, the most 
prominent leader of the 
Muslim separatist move- 
ment in the Indian state of 
Kashmir, appealed Mon- 
day to the kidnappers of 
four Western tourists to 
release the hostages. 

“Set the four guests free 
immediately.” Mr. Shah 
said in this summer capital 
of the strife-tom northern 
state, addressing the kid- 
nappers through an inter- 
view with AFP. "It is inhu- 
mane to keep them for 
such a long time. 

“If you (the kidnappers) 
are fighting to oust India 
from Kashmir as you 
claim, then let them go in 
the broader interest of the 
freedom struggle ” he said. 

Britons Paul Wells, 23, 
and Keith Mangan, 33, 
American Don Hutchings, 
42, and German Dirk 
Hasert 26, were kidnapped 
by the previously unknown 


Muslim separatist group 
Al-Faran while trekking in 
the Himalayas in early 
July. 

A fifth Westerner, Nor- 
wegian Hans-Christian 
Ostro, 27, was abducted at 
the same time and decapi- 
tated by the kidnappers in 
mid-August. 

Ml Shah’s appeal for the 
immediate release of the 
hostages came a day after 
Al-Faran threatened^ kill 
the four unless the Indian 
government released 15 
imprisoned Muslim guer- 
rillas. 

The Indian government 
has ruled out exchanging 
any prisoners for the 
hostages and said a com- 
mando-style rescue opera- 
tion would be too risky. 

Kashmir government 
spokesman Kulbushan 
Jindiyal also called on the 
kidnappers Monday to free 
the hostages, one of whom 
is reportedly in critical 


condition. 

“We once again request 
the captors to set free the 
four considering the senti- 
ments of the Kashmiri peo- 
ple and the relatives of the 
hostages,” the spokesman 
said. 

“We are still hopeful that 
the militants will respond 
positively to our appeal.” 
he added. 

Indian authorities believe 
that AI-Faran is a front for 
the Harkat-Ul-Ansar guer- 
rilla outfit, which kid- 
napped two British 
trekkers last year and 
released them unharmed 
after 17 days. 

More than 12,000 people 
have died in separatist- 
related violence in Kash- 
mir since 1989. India ac- 
cuses Pakistan of fomen- 
ting insurgency in the dis- 
puted state but Islamabad 
denies the allegation. 


by Aristide’s 
hazy plans 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
U.S. officials expressed 
concern about Haiti 
Sunday following a string 
of violent outbursts and 
remarks by President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide suggest- 
ing he may not leave office 
as scheduled in February. 

“We’re watching with 
concern some of the devel- 
opments in Haiti,” Defence 
Secretary William Perry 
told the CBS Television 
programme Face the 
Nation. "I think the situa- 
tion in Haiti is ambigious, 
but l do not consider in any 
sense that it is unravel- 
ling." 

The Haitian capital has 
bear rocked by a series of 
fatal clashes between 
police and gangs in recent 
days, sparking local con- 
cerns about the country’s 
fragile democratic institu- 
tions. 

Adding to the uncertainty 
are lingering doubts 
whether the Dec. 17 presi- 
dential election will take 
place as scheduled. By law, 
Mr. Aristide is not allowed 
to run for a second term. 

When be was returned to 
power in October 1994 by 
a U.S.-led multinational 
force. Ml Aristide made a 
promise to U.S. President 
Bill Clinton that he would 
respect the Haitian consti- 
tution and leave office 
when his term ended in 
Feb. 7, 1996. 

Mr. Aristide has given uo 
indication of whether he 
might try to postpone the 
presidential election, but 
his comments are likely to 
stall the campaign. With 
less than a month remain- 
ing, there has been little 
campaigning by the 14 
declared candidates. 

But populist forces are 
calling on Mr. Aristide to 
stay another three years in 
office to make up for the 
time he spent in exile after 
a 1991 military coup. 
Those calls picked up 
steam last week after dele- 


gates at a government- 
sponsored conference 
passed a non-binding reso- 
lution urging Mr. Aristide 
not to step down. 

“You asked me what I 
think. I think as you do,” 
Mr. Aristide told hundreds 
of delegates at the presi- 
dential palace Friday in 
response to their proposal 
that he extend his term by 
three years. 

“Nonetheless, the second 
part of my answer is that 1 
think as do many people 
who are not here ... neither 
myself nor you make a 
whole,” Mr. Aristide said. 

Ml Aristide made it clear 
he has not made a final 
decision on whether to 
remain in office and that he 
would listen to the views of 
the private sector and polit- 
ical leaders. 

Mr. Clinton’s National 
Security Adviser Anthony 
Lake said he expected Mr. 
Aristide to keep his oft- 
repeated pledges to step 
down in February. 
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Condom ad involving Diana raises protests 


OSLO — An advertisement that used Princess Diana’s admission of adultery to pro- 
mote condom sales stirred protests from Britain and furious debate in Norway, The 


newspaper ad showed a photograph of the British princess, wearing white, on one 
page. On the opposite page was the headline: *Tt’shard to see on the outside whether 


someone has had casual sex with casual partners. It happens in the best of families. 
One can never be too careful,” said the ad for RSU Condoms, published by the Oslo 
tabloid Dagbladat Friday. The ad appeared the day after Norwegian television aired 
a British Broadcasting Corp. interview in which the princess admitted to having been 
unfaithful to her husband, Prince Charles. Norwegian newspapers reported Saturday 
that Buckingham Palace was furious about the advertisement, which used Princess 
Diana’s picture without permission. “The palace has asked the British embassy in 
Norway to consider possible reactions,” the Oslo newspaper Verdens Gang quoted 
palace press officer Charles Anson as saying. The man behind the campaign, 
Ingebright Steen-Jensen of the JBR agency in Oslo, said the ad was motivated by the 
need to promote the use of condoms to prevent the spread of sexually transmitted dis- 
ease. “As we see it, it was Diana who made her life above and below the belt the No. 
1 topic of conversation this week,” he said. “She must have known that her statements 
would be used commercially around the world.” The photograph shows the two-page 
ad (AFP photo) 


Diana ends refuge from controversy 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — 
Princess Diana, having 
found, refuge from scandal 
in Argentina, headed back 
to Britain Sunday to face 
the furore sbe ignited with 
revelations of adultery and 
secrets of the royals. 

For four days, the 34- 
year-old Princess of Wales 
left behind the controversy 
of her interview last week in 
which she admitted to an 
affair with her riding 
instructor and questioned 
the fitness of her estranged 
husband. Prince- Charles, to 
be king. ■ 

In London, the media 
described a heated debate.in 
government about what to 
do about Princess Diana. 
Bat a vast ocean away, the 
princess appeared at peace 
in the country that Britain 
defeated in the 1982 
Falklands War. 

She lunched with 
Argentine President Carlos 
Menem, himself divorced, 
in the Olivos presidential 
residence, watched whales 
off the wind-swept southern 
wastelands of Patagonia 
and sipped tea with descen- 
dants of Welsh settlers who 
arrived 130 years ago. 

And one of the world's 
most photographed woman 
charmed initially indifferent 
Argentines with her smiles, 
elegance and charity visits 
in her debut in the role of 
goodwill ambassador sbe 


has chosen since acknowl- 
edging sbe may never be 
queen. 

She visited a multitude of 
clinics and, before leaving 
Sunday, boarded a heli- 
copter to tour a rehabilita- 
tion centre for young drug 
addicts outside Buenos 
Aires. 

Crowds never grew very 
large to see her, but her wel- 
come was largely, if not uni- 
versally, warm. 

One mother of a soldier 
killed in the Falklands War 
did. angrily curse Princess 
Diana, who appeared not to 
notice. And Falklands veter- 
ans in three vehicles briefly 
protested her visit in 
Gaiman, a town of 3,000 
where Welsh came during 
the last century seeking a 
remote homeland far from 
English political and lin- 
guistic dominance. 

Although their nationalist 
roots meant many of the 
Patagonian Welsh do not 
recognise Princess Diana as 
Princess of Wales, most 
there treated her very polite- 
ly- 

“1 don’t think ordinary 
people like myself saw her 
as the symbol of the govern- 
ment," said L uned Roberts 
Gonzalez, who reaches 
Welsh at a school in 
Gaiman. “We just saw her 
as a tourist, you know ” 

Princess Diana (fid play 
tourist to watch and laugh at 


right whales frolick in the 
Atlantic waters around the 
Peninsula Valdes. 

She returns to face a 
Buckingham Palace 
angered over the television 
interview last Monday, seen 
by 20 million British view- 
ers and which continues to 
dominate the press. 

In the interview. Princess 
Diana signalled her deter- 
mination not to be cast aside 
like previous royal wives 
nor let the palace drive her 
into the shadows away from 
the ordinary people she says 
she loves and for whom she 
wants to care*. 

Indeed, one poll after her 
first solo interview showed 
84 per cent of people 
believed Princess Diana 
emerged in a good light 

Back home, the Sunday 
Express newspaper said 
Prime Minister John Major 
is thinking of giving 
Princess Diana a role as a 
roving ambassador to boost 
British trade. 

But the Mail On Sunday 
reported that Foreign Office 
ministers were worried 
about giving Princess Diana 
such a role, fearing she 
would be a loose cannon 
who could compromise 
British policy abroad. 

Ml Major’s office Sunday 
dismissed the report of such 
a new role as media specu- 
lation. 


U.K. MP escapes injury in knife attack 


LONDON (R) — An 

attacker held a knife to the 
throat of prominent British 
opposition politician Paddy 
Ashdown during a fact- 
finding walk through bis 
constituency, police said 
Monday. 

The 5 4- year-old member 
of parliament was investi- 
gating allegations of racism 
with a local priest in the 
southwestern English town 
of Yeovil late Sunday night 
when they were confronted 
by a small gang of youths. 

A police spokesman said 
the youths shouted abuse at 


Mr. Ashdown, leader of 
Britain’s minority Liberal 
Democrats. 

A group of older men 
joined in and one of them 
bit Mr. Ashdown on the 
thigh. The man then drew a 
flick knife and put it to the 
politician’s throat. 

‘Threats were made but 
he managed to calm the 
chap down. Uniformed offi- 
cers then arrived, they were 
threatened but managed to 
airest the man.” said the 
spokesman. 

Police said a 51 -year-old 
man had been detained and 


was being questioned about 
the incident, which high- 
lighted widespread concern 
in Britain about crime lev- 
els. 

Mr. Ashdown, a former 
British army commando, 
said: “This was a minor 
incident and the kind of 
thing that people and the 
police have to cope with 
late at night at the weekend 
in town centres everywhere 
in the country. The police 
acted very swiftly and crea- 
tively.” 


Yeltsin moves to sanatorium 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin left 
hospital for a sanatorium 
Monday .after a month of 
treatment for a heart com- 
plaint, spokesman Sergei 
Medvedev said. 

But Medvedev refused to 
be drawn on whether 
Yeltsin, who remains under 
medical supervision at 
Barvikha Sanatorium, 
would be fit to campaign for 
Dec. 17 parliamentary elec- 
tions that now dominate the 
Russian political landscape. 

Asked if Mr. Yeltsin 
would still be in the sanato- 
rium on polling day, Mr. 
Medvedev replied: “That’s 
a question you have to ask 
the doctors.” 

Mr. Medvedev said by 
telephone that Mr. Yeltsin, 
64, hod moved to Barvikha 
Sanatorium, in a wooded 


area some 20 kilometres 
west of Moscow. ‘The pres- 
ident will be staying at 
Barvikha until he is com- 
pletely well " he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin was flown to 
hospital by helicopter on 
Oct. 26 after a second mild 
heart attack in less than four 
months. Aides had said they 
expected the recovery to be 
slower this time. 

On the last occasion he 
spent two weeks in hospital 
and two in the Barvikha 
Sanatorium before return- 
ing to face the election fray. 

Communists and their 
conservative, allies, bitterly 
opposed to Mr. Yeltsin, cur- 
rently top the opinion polls 
in the election for (he State 
Duma lower house. A 
Kremlin analysis forecasts 
that the Communists will 

win around 14 per cent of 


the vote. 

But Russia’s strong presi- 
dential system means the 
Communists may nor be 
able to make many political 
and economic changes, 
even if they do well in the 
parliamentary poll. 

A presidential election is 
due next June and it is not 
yet clear if Mr. Yeltsin will 
stand. 

Before this illness, Mr. 
Yeltsin had appealed to 
Russians not to vote for the 
Communists. But he has 
"hide few comments about 
the election from his hospi- 
tal room, where he has 
signed documents and held 
a , series of meetings with 
aides and top officials. 

Aides had said earlier that 
«ey expected Mr. Yeltsin to 
stay in hospital until the end 
o* November. 


Man sues saying 
quake reveals : 
builders’ secret ! 


TOKYO (R) — A Mg 
whose borne was hit by, tbij.- 
January earthquake, 
Kobe, western Japan, woni* 
dered why the new, thresj' 
storey building suffered 
much damage. On checks 
ing the pillars and wallsp 
house owner Sbunichi^ 
Seike said he found they" 
had been put up in 1938. - 
He said he paid 60 million 
yen ($594,000) for the 
house in 1990 believing it 
to be brand new. Ml Seike, 
a 37-year-old machinery 
salesman, filed a 75 million 
yen ($742,000) lawsuit . 
Monday against the 
builders at Kobe District.:- 
Court court officials said; 
Thousands of buildings 
were toppled in the Jan. 17 
earthquake, which killed 
more than 6,000 people. It 
was Japan’s worst earth- 
quake disaster since 1923. 




Chinese star loses 
state-supported 
post 


BELTING (AP) — ■ Pop star 
Wei Wei bas been dis- 
missed from her state-sup- 
ported position with the 
Central Dance and Singing 
Troupe because she broke 
rules and isn’t sorry, a 
Chinese newspaper report- 
ed Monday. Wei Wei, who 
bas sold millions of albums 
in China, has been reported 
to be learning English and 
preparing to make a bid for 
international fame. Sbe has 
been invited to perform at 
the Olympics in Atlanta 
next year. The report in the 
Beijing Youth Daily said 
Wei Wei kept 100,000 yuan 
($12,000), half the ticket 
sales from two concerts in 
Shenzhen last year, when 
she should have shared it 
with foe 80 people 
involved in foe concert. 
The newspaper noted that 
was TO times the annual 
salary of a top-level per- 
former in China. It also 
said .she gave performances . 
in " Shanghai and Canton 
without permission. The 
report did not specify 
whether, other rules were 
broken. It said she did not 
believe she had done any- 
thing wrong and objected 
to foe troupe’s attempts to 
discipline her. Wei Wei is 
married to American com- 
poser and pianist Michael 
Smith and spends part of 
her time in the United 
States. 


Bulging crotch 
yields lingerie 
trove in Manila 


MANILA (R) — A suspi- 
cious bulge in the crotch 
gave a Filipino shopper 
away. Twenty-year-old 
Norbin Soler was inching 
his way out of a Manila 
department store when 
security guards noticed an 
unnatural swell in his 
crotch and grabbed him , 
police said. A search of the 
suspicious area yielded 
five different styles of 
brassieres worth more than 
1,000 pesos ($38), they 
said. Soler is being held on 
theft: charges. 


Beatles return with 
secret messages 


LONDON (AP) — Kcab 
era seltaeb ehL The" Beatles 
are back — backwards? 
Nearly three decades after 
fans thought Paul was 
dead, a BBC producer said 
the three surviving Beaties 
are again recording secret 
messages backwards into a 
song. Simon Clifford said 
he beard John Lennon say 
“turned out nice again,” 
backwards at the end of the 
Beatles reunion number 
Free As A Bird. Clifford 
first noticed the phrase 
while watching the video, 
which concludes with a 
man in 1940s dress mount- 
ing a stage and playing a 
ukulele. The song closes 
with a ukulele. George 
Formby, a popular ukulele- 
playing music ball comedi- 
an from England’s-norfo — 
like foe Beatles — used to 
end his act with the phrase, 
“turned out nice again." 
Formby died in'l961r“J 
regard it as being very 
spooky, almost like a sub- 
liminal mgcyagA iq fans," 
Clifford told listeners. ’ 
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Sri Lankan soldiers prepare a tank to advance- on the Tamil Tiger guerrillas in the northern Jaffna peninsula (AFP 
photo) 


Scores of Rwandan exiles detained in Kenya 


NAIROBI (R) — Kenya 
has detained scores of 
Rwandan Hutu exiles who 
fled here after last year’s 
genocide and civil war, 
community leaders said. 

Innocent Butane, a Hutu 
refugee leader, estimated 
that about 60 people were 
arrested Friday and 
Saturday and were being 
held in Nairobi police sta- 
tions. 

Apart from two bishops, it 
appeared that the most 
prominent exiles — mem- 
bers of (he former regime 
blamed for the genocide of 
up to one million Tutsis and 
allied Hutus — either 
slipped the net or were not 
wanted by Kenyan police. 

Police headquarters 
declined to comment about 
the swoop and the Foreign 
Ministry said it was in the 
dark. 

Commissioner of PoHcfe 
Shadradc Kiruki did not 
deny the’ojferation vFAs‘ 
* going ahead but declined to 
comment on iL “I will be 
issuing no statement on the 
mailer.” be told Reuters. 

The ringleaders of the 
genocide will be tried by an 


international tribunal due to 
start sitting in Tanzania 
early next year. Exiles are 
nervously wailing to bear 
which names are on the first 
list of indictments which 
was signed last week. 

Some Rwandan exiles 
said the raids began last 
Thursday in Nairobi's 
Kawangware and Koma 
Rock townships and then 
spread to the affluent areas 
of Kilimani and Kileleshwa. 

“In Kawangware alone, 
over 70 people were arrest- 
ed, mainly males. They 
(police) came in the night 
and picked up all Rwandan 
men in the township. They 
told us nothing, they just 
arrested them,” said one 
Rwandan woman who only 
agreed to be identified as 
Beatrice. 

But Mr. Butare, leader of 
a group claiming to repre- 
sent two million Hutu 
refugees in Africa, said 
about 60 were detained. 

*T have just toured some 
of the police stations with 
lawyers and seen about 25 
of them. 

‘They were picked up 
from their homes Friday 


night and Saturday and 
w ere told they will be ques- 
tioned today." he said. 

Mr. Butare told Reuters 
the detainee;* were 
Rwandans apan from a cou- 
ple of Burundians and all 
came to Kenya last year and 
this year. He said some 
longstanding members of 
the Rwandan community in 
Kenya were arrested but 
quickly released. 

“We have no idea yet why 
they were arrested and none 
has been charged so far,” 
Mr. Butare. of the Rally For 
the Return of Refugees and 
Democracy in Rwanda 
(RDR), said. 

Among those detained in 
Nairobi was Bishop 

Adoniah Sebunungmi, for- 
mer dean of the Anglican 
Church in Rwanda. He was 
later released because of his 
advanced age but told that 
police would question him 
later, church sources said. 

Rwanda's Protestant and 
Catholic hierarchy are 

accused by the new govern- 
ment in Kigali of doing 
nothing to stop the killings. 

Other prominent 

Rwandan exiles seemed to 


have escaped the roundup, 
with police finding only 
children and weeping wives 
in many homes. 

Agathe Habyarimana, 
widow of the late Rwandan 
president, as well as ex- 
ministers and senior army 
officers, had vanished by 
the lime the operation got 
underway, exile sources 
said. They believed she had 
gone to Zaire. 

Kenya has repeatedly 
been forced to define and 
clarify its position on the 
Nuremburg-stylc trials 
since President Daniel Arap 
Moi said in early October 
Kenya would not cooperate. 

Earlier this month the tri- 
bunal’s chief prosecutor, 
Judge Richard Goldstone, 
was assured by Kenyan 
authorities he had their full 
support despite, misgivings 
about the tribunal's man- 
date. 

Last week Kenyan 
Foreign Minister Kalonzo 
Musyoka said his govern- 
ment would not be tipping 
off any likely suspects and 
would prevent any from 
fleeing the country. 


Philippine talks open with hope despite violence 
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JAKARTA (R) — Talks 
between the Philippine gov- 
ernment and Muslim rebels 
opened in Indonesia Mon- 
day with hopes of peace 
perched alongside threats of 
further violence in the coun- 
try's southern provinces. 

The peace talks, the third 
hosted by Indonesia, are 
aimed at ending a 23-year 
revolt led by the Moro 
National Liberation Front 
(MNLF) for Muslim self- 
rule in the south 
Philippines. 

- "The situation is both 
bright and grim,” Nur 
Misuari, MNLF chairman 
and a former university pro- 
fessor, told reporters after 
the opening ceremony. 

£ “It is bright because we 
have already accomplished 
more than 98 per cent of the 
work,” Mr. Misuari said. 

The tentative programme 
for the five-day meeting 
distributed by host 
Indonesia has a signing 
agreement scheduled Friday 
afternoon on the last day of 
the talks. 

“We say it is grim and 
awkward because the 


Philippine Armed Forces 
are saturating every pan of 
the Moro homeland and 
preparing for war," Mr. 
Misuari added. 

Earlier, in a lengthy and 
passionate opening speech. 
Mr. Misuari accused the 
Philippine Armed Forces of 
repealed violations of an 
existing ceasefire agree- 
ment in the southern 
Mindanao Island, 800 kilo- 
metres south of Manila. 

But Manuel Yan, Manila’s 
head of delegation, brushed 
aside the problems saying 
they had been referred to an 
existing ceasefire commit- 
tee. 

Instead, he maintained an 
optimistic note set in his 
opening address in which he 
said the global momentum 
could not be avoided in the 
South East Asia. 

He said much had been 
achieved in lower level 
talks since the parties last 
formally met in Jakarta in 
September 1994. 

"We can demonstrate sub- 
stantial achievement since 
our second round of talks 
last year and only very few 


issues separate us from 
finally achieving an agree- 
ment,” Mr. Yan later told 
reporters. 

■‘We have come here to try 
to close ihe gap which sepa- 
rates us in those very few 
remaining contentious 
issues,” he said, adding 
peace talks would continue 
if there was no agreement. 

The talks have been over- 
shadowed by a threat of 
extremist violence follow- 
ing a large explosion in 
Zamboanga, the capital of 
Mindanao, hours before 
they opened. 

Mr. Misuari’s leadership 
of the Moro Muslim minor- 
ity has been challenged by 
three factions, primarily the 
More Islamic Liberation 
From (MILF), considered 
by Manila potentially more 
dangerous til an the MNLF. 

“Once we get real autono- 
my here 1 am sure we can 
gel them to cooperate with 
us," Mr. Misuari said. 

Two smaller groups, the 
Abu Sayyaf fundamentalists 
and the National Islamic 
Command Council, com- 
posed of young Muslim 


militants and MNLF veter- 
ans, are also outside the 
talks. 

Officials have said raids 
like that carried out jointly 
by Abu Sayyaf and the 
Islamic Command in April 
on the Christian town of 
Ipil, in which 53 largely 
unarmed civilians were 
killed, are expected to con- 
tinue if the talks fail. 

Mr. Misuari himself said 
the situation may worsen 'if 
the parties failed to come up 
with a peace agreement 

**lf we don't get it, not 
only Abu Sayyaf, the 
Islamic Command Council 
(and) the MILF, but even 
the MNLF rank and file I’m 
sure will break ranks and 
make a choice of war which 
will not be good for our 
people,” be said. 

The MNLF launched a 
Muslim secessionist upris- 
ing in mainly Catholic 
Philippines in 1972. but has 
since moderated its claim to 
one of autonomy after the 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC), mediator 
at the Jakarta talks, inter- 
vened. 
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S. Korea students try to storm ex-presidents ’ homes 
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SEOUL (R) — Souih 
Korean riot police threw a 
protective cordon around 
(he homes of former presi- 
dents Roh Tae-Woo and 
Chon Doo Hwan Monday to 
block militant students 
seeking to storm the resi- 
dences . 

About 500 students armed 
with rocks and iron bars 
Died ' ao fight their way to 
the loxtny residences 
through ranks of riot police 
who fired volleys of tear 
gas. 

The -students have vowed 
to step up intimidation of 
die Farmer presidents for 
[heir roles in the brutal mil- 
itary suppression of a 1980 
^popular rebellion against 
^martial law in tbe southern 
c ’Uy of Kwangju. 

“Execute Chun Doo 
Hwan and Roh Tae-Woo ” 
chanted the students, many 
of them from Kwangju. 

One student leader told 


Reuters a team had been 
formed to try to make citi- 
zens 1 arcest of Mr. Chun and 
Mr. Roh. Mr. Roh, however, 
is already in custody for 
confessing he maintained a 
slush fund during his 
tenure. 

Some students are de- 
manding President Kim 
Young-Sam set up a special 
prosecution team to investi- 
gate the Kwangju tragedy in 
which almost 200 people 
died according to official 
counts. 

The 10-day Kwangju 
revolt followed a 1979 mili- 
tary coup led by then army 
Major-Generals Chun and 
Rob. 

The students clashed with 
riot police outside Yonsei 
University in western Seoul 
near the homes of Mr. Roh 
and Mr. Chun. 

Monday’s protest was the 
first violent demonstration 
since President Kim last 


week ordered his ruling 
Democratic Liberal Party to 
draft a special law to punish 
his two predecessors for 
crushing the revolt- 

More than 1,000 people 
Staged a pcacefii! march in 
central Seoul Saturday 
demanding Mr. Kim imple- 
ment his decision immedi- 
ately and form a special 
prosecution team, which 
has also been a demand of 
the opposition. 

Meanwhile, prosecutors 
Monday raced against a 
Dec. 5 deadline to indict 
Mr. Roh on bribery charges 
in the country’s biggest cor- 
ruption scandal. 

Mr. Roh, -62, was arrested 
and detained on Nov. 16 for 
allegedly accepting more 
than $300 million from big 
businesses during his 198S- 
93 presidency. 

Asked if the prosecution 
would indict Mr. Roh 
before the actual deadline. 


when by law he must cither 
be indicted or freed, senior 
prosecutor Ahn Kang-Min 
told reporters: “Yes. Thar's 
why we are in a hurry now”. 

Prosecutors, now in the 
final stage of their probes 
into Mr. Roh’s slush funds, 
have said they are consider- 
ing charging 24 conglomer- 
ates, including the country's 
top four, with bribery. 

Mr. Chun has kept a low 
profile since surfacing in 
public in 1990 from 3 two- 
year self-imposed domestic 
exile in u Buddhist 
monastery. He also admit- 
ted to corruption during his 
term. 

The opposition Democ- 
ratic Party Monday called 
for the resignation of all 
politicians and government 
officials responsible for the 
Kwangju massacre. 

President Kim has made 
clear only those at the very 
top will face charges. 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, November 28, 1995 

Sri Lankan rebels trapped 
in Jaffna call for help 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil 
Tiger guerrillas have called 
for reinforcements for a 
final stand in Jaffna City 
against Sri Lankan troops 
blasting through the booby- 
trapped urban maze with 
tanks, the military said 
Monday. 

At least 55 guerrillas and 
12 soldiers were killed 
Sunday as rebel defenders, 
crapped inside the town by 
an array pincer movement 
last week, put up stiff resis- 
tance, a military spokesman 
said. 

He said commandos and 
airborne troops spearhead- 
ing the latest thrust to cap- 
ture Jaffna resumed their 
advance into the heart of 
town at dawn Monday, 
moving carefully through a 
maze of mines and booby 
traps. 

“(Rebel radio) transmis- 
sions indicated the terrorists 
trapped inside Jaffna City 
are calling for medical 
assistance and reinforce- 
ments,” he said. 

The radio traffic moni- 
tored by the army also indi- 
cated the Liberation Tiger s 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
fighters were running short 
of ammunition, he said. 

“The terrorists, from pre- 
pared defensive positions 
with overhead cover, 
offered heavv resistance." 


The array used tanks to 
destroy rebel fortifications 
in the path of advancing 
troops, he added. 

Stiff rebel resistance and 
the loss of several transport 
planes to Tiger tire and 
accidents had slowed the 
offensive and the evacua- 
tion of casualties, military 
sources s aid. 

The LTTE, observing 
Heroes Day ro honour 
rebels killed in the war, 
pledged to defend Jaffna 
with suicide squads to 
ensure ihe army paid a 
heavy price for the capture 
of their spiritual capital. 

“We are defending it 
strongly, our suicide squads 
are standing by." Siva- 
gnanum Kurikalan, deputy 
political leader of the 
Tigers, told Reuters in an 
interview at his headquar- 
ters in the east 

He said the rebel suicide 
squads would be pressed 
into serv ice to defen d Jaff na 
City, seen by the LTTT as 
the heart of a homeland they 
want to establish in the 
north and the east for 
minority Tamils. 

“They can capture it but 
we will make them pay 
dearly," be w arned from his 
base, across a lagoon from 
Batticaloa town. 

Some 50,000 people have 
died in 12 years of fighting 


between troops and the sep- 
aratists. 

Tr.e Tigers meanwhile 
called on the few Tamils in 
the aimed forces to resign 
immediately and support 
them in their decisive battle 
to save Jaffna. 

Rebel poster* which 
appeared overnight in the 
town of Akkarjipauu in the 
eastern Amparai district 
said Tamils in the armed 
forces had so far ignored 
Tamil Tiger demands not to 
■.er.e in die military, resi- 
dents said. 

"We cunnoi forgive you 
any further," one poster 

SJtd- 

Lbe posters did not say 
what the rebels would do to 
those who ignored their 
warning. 

Rebel Voice of Tigers 
radio, said five civilians 
died i r. air and artillery 
strikes in Vudamarachchi 
and Tenmarachchi in the 
eastern half of the Jaffna 
peninsula Sunday. 

The radio was monitored 
by Reuters in Va\ uniya, the 
northernmost town under 
government control. 

A military spokesman said 
he had no information on 
these attacks but added that 
security forces tried their 
best to avoid civilian casu- 
alties. 

Meanwhile Tamil rebel 


leader Yeiupillai Prabha- 
karan Monday admitted the 
army may take his strong- 
hold of Jaffna but said the 
door to peace would be 
dosed os long as troops 
occupied the town. 

"They may hoist the 
flag... and light firecrackers 
but we want to express one 

thing," the shadowy leader 
of the LITE told Voice of 
Tigers radio. “As long as 
the Sri . Lankan Armed 
Forces occupy Jaffna, the 
door to peace talks will 
always remain tightly shut.” 

Mr. Prabhakaran, speak- 
ing in a broadcast heard in 
the northern government- 
ruled (own of Vavuniya. 
said the LITE had not been 
“terribly weakened" in the 
current offensive and the 
military had lost more men 
than the rebels. 

The military puts its own 
death toll at about 300 since 
the launch of the offensive, 
codenarned Operation 
Rsviresa, on Oct. 17 and 
says the rebels have lost 
more than l.tHX) men. 

"The war for Jaffna is 
only a temporary setback,” 
Mr. Prabhukarun said, 
“...From this setback we 
will reach victory” 

He appealed to "young 
men and women to join our 
ranks” in the war which has 
raged since 19S3. 


Britain cool on new Irish peace proposals 


LONDON (R) — Britain 
reacted coolly Monday to 
new Irish proposals aimed 
at breaking a deadlock in 
tbe Northern Ireland peace 
process ahead of a keenly 
awaited vist by U.S. 
President Bill Clinton. 

Irish Prime Minister John 
Bruton, anxious for a break- 
through before Mr. Clinton 
arrives in Belfast Thursday, 
sent his British counterpart 
John Major new ideas 
Sunday to try to solve the 
problem of disarming IRA 
guerrillas. 

But British government 
officials said that tbe plans 
did not amount to a signifi- 
cant advance and that 
efforts to arrange a meeting 
between Mr. Bruton and Mr. 
Major to break tbe impasse 
before Mr. Clinton's visit 
had been abandoned. 

The Daily Telegraph quot- 
ed an unnamed British offi- 
cial as saying Dublin had 
advanced a “Sinn Fein 
prospectus”. 

The search for a perma- 
nent peace has been bogged 
down by Britain's insistence 
that Republican and 
Protestant guerrillas hand 
over their weapons before 


the start of all-party talks on 
a political settlement. 

The Daily Telegraph, 
quoting British government 
sources, said Dublin was 
“looking for a fudge” on the 
arms issue. 

The newspaper said 
Dublin appeared to be sup* 
porting demands by Sinn 
Fein, the Irish Republican 
Army’s political wing, that 
British army • and police 
weapons should be included 
in any handover of arras. 

Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams said at the weekend 
that a new round of violence 
in a conflict that cost 3,200 
lives was inevitable unless 
Britain backed down. 

It was his gravest forecast 
since Northern Ireland 
found a fragile peace 15 
months ago after the IRA 
silenced the guns it had 
used to fight British rule in 
a gesture to win Sinn Fein’s 
entry into the political 
mainstream. 

“I do think it (a return to 
conflict) is inevitable unless 

we start talking because 

all of the causes of con- 
flict... remain,” Mr. Adams 
said in British radio inter- 
view. 


Mr. Adams’s warning 
coincided with reports that 
British intelligence believed 
a 15-month -old ceasefire by 
the IRA and its pro-British 
extremist Protestant foes 
might break because of the 
diplomatic deadlock. 

Mr. Bruton’s letter to Mr. 
Major contained new lan- 
guage in a bid to enable the 
two countries to adopt a so- 
called twin-nick approach 
to solving the Northern 
Ireland conflict. 

Under this. Britain and 
Ireland would hold prepara- 
tory talks with all parties 
with a view ro convening an 
all-party conference while 
an international panel 
reviewed disarmament. 

Mr. Bruton told Britain 
tersely last week that this 
would not work if Britain 
continued to demand a 
token surrender of arms and 
explosives as the price for a 
ticket to the talks. 

Britain says the province's 
majority Protestant Unionist 
politicians. who want 
Northern Ireland to remain 
pan of Britain, will not take 
pan in these talks unless 
they know their ideological 
foes have been disarmed. 


Mean w hi le President 
Clinton hopes to help revive 
Nonhem Ireland’s peace 
process when he visits the 
province this week but aides 
insist the man who took on 
the problems of Bosnia and 
the Middle East has no 
panacea. ■; 

‘The- visit ’• was not’ 
designed io solve the Irish 
problem." William Crow’e; * 
the U.S. ambassador 'io 
Britain, said in an interview. 

“Our job is to keep push- 
ing and to keep plugging,” 
the retired admiral added. 
“Bur please don't expect 
him to pull any rabbits out 
of hats — it’s not that kind 
of visit.” 

Mr. Clinton Thursday will 
become the first serving 
U.S. president to visit 
Northern Ireland, on a trip 
that begins in London 
Wednesday and ends in 
Dublin Friday. 

Mr. Clinton had voiced 
hopes earlier this year that 
all-party peace talks would 
be under way before his 
visit but persistent differ- 
ences over guerrilla disar- 
mament have stalled 
progress, 


Burma warns opposition over political speeches 


RANGOON (Agencies) — 
Tbe Burmese government 
Monday warned that the 
opposition would be held 
responsible for any unrest 
stemming from political 
speeches aimed at breeding 
“hatred and animosity” 
towards the junta. 

An editorial in the official 
New Light Of Myanmar 
newspaper said that politi- 
cal speeches made by tbe 
opposition were “extreme 
views ... expressed to breed 
hatred and animosity 
against the government.” 

The article, although it did 
not mention her by name, 
was referring to opposition 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi's 
weekly addresses to sup- 
porters outside her home 
since her release from house 
arrest on July 10. 

“If this goes on, a number 
of person*, maybe by the 
hundreds or maybe by the 
thousands will be pervert- 
ed,” it said, before asking if 
the opposition could guar- 
antee that law and order 
would not be breached. 

It added that this “slander- 
ous group” had criticised 
“without any reasoning" the 
junta’s showcase National 
Convention, which recon- 
venes Tuesday to draw up a 
new constitution for Burma. 

It was the first reference to 
a threat Wednesday by Mrs. 
Suu Kyi’s National League 
for Democracy (NLD) that 
it could boycott the conven- 
tion as it was “totally unac- 
ceptable" to the people of 
Burma in its present form. 

The writer of the editorial. 


using a pseudonym, sug- 
gested that Burmese author- 
ities should warn the con- 
cerned party that if “any riot 
occurs as a result of your 
instigations ... you are all 
entirely responsible.” 

Ms. Suu Kyi and the NLD 
have come under constant 
indirect attack in editorials 
in the official press, bu* ana- 
lysts here say Monday's 
editorial was one of the 
most blunt. 

Tbe junta has not prevent- 
ed Ms. Suu Kyi from mak- 
ing her weekly addresses, 
usually on democratic 
themes, to crowds of up to 
2,000 people despite laws 
banning assembly of more 
than five people and the 
making of political speech- 
es. 

Ms. Suu Kyi said she 
would stay away from a 
military-sponsored National 
Convention drafting a new 
constitution for Butma but 
that her party would attend 
the opening. 

*i am not involved in the 
National Convention as an 
individual,” the 50-year-old 
secretary general of the 
National League for 
Democracy (NLD) party 
told Reuters Monday at her 
lakeside Rangoon home. 

Ms. Suu Kyi was freed 
unconditionally by the rul- 
ing military ..junta in July 
after serving six years of 
house arrest. 

“The NLD will be attend- 
ing the opening ceremony 
tomorrow to find out what 
the National Convention 
convening committee has 10 


say,” she said, adding the 
party would then decide 
whether to participate in the 
process. 

Ms. Suu Kyi had previ- 
ously threatened that the 
NLD would boycott the 
convention if it continued in 
an “undemocratic" manner. 

Nearly 700 delegates, 
mostly hand-picked by 
Burma's ruling State Law 
and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC), will 
assemble Tuesday for the 
fifth session of the conven- 
tion, which has been meet- 
ing sporadically since 
January 1993 to draft guide- 
lines for a new constitution. 

Many diplomats hud 
hoped Ms. Suu Kyi and the 
NLD would make a defini- 
tive statement on its partici- 
pation before the opening. 

They said if the party does 
not make a decision, it 
could be playing the game 
advocated by the SLORC, 
which is hoping Ms. Suu 
Kyi will be forgotten or dis- 
missed as ineffective if 
nothing comes of her 
repeated but unanswered 
calls for dialogue. 

In previous constitutional 
talks, some NLD members 
and other "elected represen- 
tatives" participated in a 
very limited way, making 
up only about 15 per cent of 
the total delegates to the 
convention. 

Aye Mating, a member of 
the National Convention 
Convening Committee, said 
Monday only the people 
who had previously been 
appointed as delegates 


could participate in the 
process. 

Ms. Suu Kyi said the NLD 
feels the convention as it 
stands is not democratic. 

“We do not think the 
National Convention in its 
present form is going to 
help achieve either national 
reconciliation or muiu-party 
democracy or a constitution 
that people can support and 
trust,” she said. 

- Ms. Suu Kyi, who previ- 
ously had called the con- 
vention process a “sham” 
said the NLD had always 
felt frustrated by the lack of 
democracy in the constitu- 
tion-writing process. 

“The form of National 

Convention needs ro be 
changed so that it’s a gener- 
al National Convention,” 
she said. 

When asked about diplo- 
mats’ comments that she 
was being unusually 
provocative with her out- 
right criticism of the con- 
vention process, Ms. Suu 
Kyi said the party felt it was 
tima to make its views 
known. 

’The NLD has always 
protested against it, but 
(protests) have always gone 
unheeded' and unheard. So 
we had to take it one step 
further and make our objec- 
tions public,” she said. 

Tbe constitution as it 
stands calls for the military 
to bold a controlling stake 
in the country’s govern- 
ment. 
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‘rame for new picture 


ALTHOUGH THERE 3s a standing tradition' 
i the Arab country that hosts the Arab 
[League would have one of its nationals 
[ campy the seat of its secretary general, we 
! W this de facto policy calls for reconsid- 
| srsfifon. Egypt has just renominated Esmat 
| Ahdol Megnid for a second term after his 
i&Errent term ends in May. Dr. Abdul 
Megnid is certainly a very qualified man who 
to served the Arab League well during his 
tea m of office and there is nothing personal 
qM our proposal that other Arab nationals 
ta considered for the post. 

' To begin with, we think it is totally wrong 
to have the host country occupy the highest 
pest of the league for all times. We contend 
'that it would be infinitely fairer to give way 
to a national from outside the host state to 
become the next secretary general of the 
Arab organisation. The United Nations is 
sSatod m New York but that did not mean 
t&a£ its secretory general should be from the 
United States. The same appfies to seats of 
silae r regional and international organisa- 
tions where the host country does not mano- 
fdfse the highest office. Given the fact that 
j the permanent seat of the Arab League wfll 
arguably always be in.Egypt, ««igwlng the 
Eeadersiaip post of the organisation to an 
iEgyptbn would necessarily mean that Cairo 
would monopolise the prat forever. 

Some of the problems of the League, and 
®sy are many, are (toe to the absence of new 
iuM in the Arab institution. Many of its 
officials have been there for much too long. 
There is hardly a turnover when it comes to 
ssssitive posts. What makes the incumbency 

Dr. Abdul Meguid even more controver- 
al is ids wait-and-see policy towards Arab 
;rrsa*ad2kfea. Rather than seek and pursue 
m all-out effort towards this goal. Dr. Abdul 
Meguid has been advocating an altitude of 
patience where the clouds of the Gulf war are 
allowed to stay in the atmosphere until such 
te when they can disappear all by them- 


Tfee history of the Arab League thus for 
for more assertive polkaes vis-a-vis 
Arab reconciliation as weH as for new rules 
guidelines with a view to assuring a more 
distribution of responsibilities. 
Above aH, we believe that the post of 
secretary general should become rotational 
among Arab countries. This principle could 
•fes enacted ha the charter of the league when 
at comes up for review as has been widely 
reported- 


ARABIC PRESS (COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily Monday described die Euro- 
Medftciranean conference in Barcelona as part of the 
world co mmuni ty’s open backing for development in the 
Mediterranean basin and support for the Mkkfle East 
peace process. Delegates from 27 Arab and European 
countries involved in the meetings are bound to discuss 
mschamsms for common partnerships in economic, soda! 
and political fields and the prospect of creating a free trade 
zone by the year 2010, said the paper. Jordan, which was 
instrumental in paving the ground for the conference 
through its contacts with E uro pe an nations and 
f. constructive and practical proposals listed on the 
■ , stands to benefit from die meeting economically and 

; gaanrially because foe Europeans are planning to 

■: billions of dollars for their tntnre partnership agreements 
: . TTith foe countries in the Mediterranean zone, according to 
j. the daily- It is hoped, said the paper, that foe conference 
i vxul yield fruitful results foal would contribute to enhancing 
j -peace and security in foe Mediterranean zone on foe one 
E.cssd and help finance foe infrastructure of a more 
i.TCCspsrcas future for its people on the other. 


\ DESPITE THE lapse of several months since the start of 
i foe current scholastic year, some schools in the remote and 
t>ealled less fortunate regions of Jordan lack bask. 

said a uniter in Al Dotoar. Mohammad 


!>aoud pointed out that these schools still lade sufficient 
sromfeeis of teaches virile foe school buildmg* are in bad 
seed for repair- The diffe re n t go v e r nme nt departments 

tedde d Stfe renfESS^ concern to the pulril^b^so^r 
none has ocea held to deal with foe chronic problem of 
schools in less fortunate regions, said foe writer. The 
Ministry c£ Education, said foe write 1 , bears foe prime 
responsibility for this situation because it has bees en- 
trusted with the task of providing foe basic requirements 
for education in foe country. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rand G. Khopad 


The Euros, the Meds and our 
ancient civilisational schoolhouse 


THE TWO-DAY Euro-Meditcrnmcan conference which 
started Monday in Barcelona, Spain, will receive unin- 
spired coverage in foe Middle Eastern and European mass 
media. This u probably understandable (in view of the 
lares number of conferences, summits, jamborees and 
global love fests that we arc subjected to these days), but 
also unfortunate, because the Barcelona gathering repre- 
sents a rare historic event. 

The Barcelona meeting of foreign ministers is important 
at one level because it tackles a wide range of absolutely 
crucial issues for the future well-being of Europe and the 
Mediterranean — economics, trade, military, and other 
forms of security, drugs, immigration, political culture, and 
many others. Its approach is ambitious and comprehensive, 
yet also realistic, sensitive and patient. This Euro- 
Mediterranean endeavour seeks to promote nothing less 
than civilisational partnership, economic complementarity, 
and collective national security — i.e. it seeks both Do 
overcome history’s problems and to influence future 
history. 

The peoples of Europe and foe Mediterranean world 
have been locked in a historical embrace almost since the 
dawn of recorded history, when Early Bronze Age traders 
moved goods such as ivory, dyes and seashetts between the 
northern and eastern rims of the Mediterranean. For about. 
2500 years, Europeans and Middle Easterners have been 
alternately occupying and learning from one another — 
perhaps the single most sustained, energetic and mutually 
rewarding dynamic of cross-cultural fertilisation in ail 
human history. Twice in foe last two millennia. Middle 
Easterners ruled Europe's peripheries (foe Balkans and 
'Spain/France) and tried unsuccessfully to penetrate the 
interior. Three times in the same period (foe Roman 
Empire , foe Crvsaden and 28th century colonialism) 
European imperial armies conquered Middle Eastern lands 
and stayed, as rulers, for centuries. 

There is much blood spilled between Europe and the 
Mediterranean, but also much science, ethics and law 
exchanged between them. Each of ns represents to the 
other an inescapable, frightening historical ghost, a neme- 
sis long slayed but, for some reason, stiQ feared. We also 
represent to each another a continuing source of material 
well-being, even of spiritual and cultural renewal. We are 
destined, by foe defining dictates of geographic proximity, 
to remain locked in our ancient embrace of mutual 
encroachment and enrichment; but, we now realise that we 
can manage this relationship in a more constructive 
manner, so that we move from mere physical proximity to 
more active socio-economic partnership. 

It is important to keep in mind three cantina] points that 
hang over this endeavour like a sword ready to fall down 
and kill it: a) the Euro-Arab Dialogue of the 1970s that 
died because it primarily reflected a transparent European 
desire to cash in on the post-1973 Arab oil bonanza; b) the 
tendency by some distraught Middle Eastern state to seek 
■salvation by blindly imitating European values and sys- 


tems, as Turkey, Iran and Egypt tried to do in the 19th 
century without much success; and, c) foe desiie by some in 
Europe to disengage fully from mass immigration, d rugs, 
alienated cultures and other threats emanating from 
troubled lands to the south, by erecting impenetrable 
political, cultural and economic barriers. 

To their credit, all involved in foe Barcelona conference 
have adopted a more comprehensive, positive and note-' 
grated approach to Euro-Med relations. In the economic 
field, the conference aims for nothing less than a Euro- 
Mediterranean free trade area by the year 2010 — a 
development of incalculably positive impact on both sides rf 
it materialises. There are parallel grand aims in shared 
political principles and values, security, culture, com- 
munications, education and other important sectors of life. 


foolhardy. But it is not so strange, I would 
of foe long history of mutual colonisation 

« s * — — i ii muImai 


„ r in view 
domination 


Perhaps most impressive of all is foe spirit of this 
endeavour — a spirit of equal parfoership between the two. 
principal groups of countries. This is a logical consequence 
of our memories and our parallel sense of humility in foe 
face of time; both of us realise that history takes you up to 
the top of the list of nations and then drops you down to 
dose to foe bottom, only to nudge you up again in due 
course. We realise that power is transient, that Europe and 
the Mediterranean state can best assure their future- 
well-being by working together on the basis of the only 
other durable phenomenon that they have always shared 
along with their frontiers — what the Paris-based Moroc- 
can scholar Mohammad Arkoun refers to as the “legacy of 
humanism” that has always defined foe relationship be- 
tween the countries of the Mediterranean. 


or me juu* uckvij v* 

of foe two principal parties to foe cmdeavtOT. European, 
Mediterranean and Middle Eastern expanaomsm (Rome, 
Egypt. Greece, Persia, Assyria, Ottomania, and many 
Mbm) define the single rooa important hst ontal pro MM 
of the last several millennia — cotouiahs m. T nereiore, the 
Euros and foe Meds today may be attempting nothing fear 
than a decolonisation of the ethic of mtra-rcgiona] mterao- 

tion a declaration that colonialism may be part of our 

historical legacy, but foal it should not be part ofour future 
horizons. The reason foT this is simple: ro tonia l domination 
is unacceptable and unsustainable according to today’s 
human ethic (foe fact that ft was once acceptable to both 
foe Euros and foe Meds during their respecti ve h u m a nistic 
jamborees is a nagging problem of history more than a 
reason for us to get sidetracked from our new, serious, 
pleasant mission). 


The elements of humanism are very much visible in the 
proceedings of the Barcelona meeting including co nc epts 
such as democracy, pluralism, religious tolerance, personal 
improvement, and mutually satisfying inter-cuhiiral ex- 
changes. Despite the wide gaps that separate Euro and 
Med societies in terms of technology, per capita income or 
political cultures, they share a more profound tradition of 
h umanis tic societies that are at once progressive yet 
humane, productive yet egalitarian, innovative yet stable 
and respectful of tradition. 

I would argue that even though foe United States and 
Japan today are more technologically advanced or com- 
mercially vibrant than Europe or the Mediterranean world, 
they are well behind foe Euro-Med cultures in terms of the 
totality of humanistic values — values that combine the 
dignity of the human spirit, body and mind with foe 
material' pleasures of modern consumer society. Is it 
because we look to did USA, Japan, Taiwan and other 
cultures and glimpse what foe future may hold that we in 
Europe and the Mediterranean basin reach out to one 
another to build a human community that avoids the 
future's excesses while building on the past’s successes? 

The idea of building a common Euro-Med ethic of 
nation-building and intra-region al cooperation for the 
collective good is so audacious as to be naive, almost 


The statements and aspirations of foe Barcelona initia- 
tive are couched in such egalitarian and sensitive langu a g e 
that I find it bard to believe that this is neither a cruel trick 
nor a fantastic dream. I suspect it is an import an t, 
potentially historic initiative launched by neighbours who 
have finally appreciated that there is more to be g ai n e d 
from respectin g than from ruling foe neighbours. We are 
not only altruistic, though. We are driven by darker 
passions. 

The Euros and foe Meds are worried folks, fearful of 
neighbouring threats, lured by neighbouring tempta t i o ns. 
Some on both sides occasionally even consider re- 
colonisation as a possible response to the dangers of 
fragmentation, collapse and mass emigration in some 
fragile southern lands. The sensible majority, however, is 
more astute, more atoned to foe lessons of history and the; 
promises of genuine humanism. 


This is not only a chance for Euros and Meds to Interact 
on a rational bads for their own future weQ-bemg; it is also 
an opportunity — once again — for the sensible people of 
Europe and foe Mediterranean to set an example of mature 
nationhood for the rest Of the world. Colonial aggrandize- 
ment is out of fashion, and globalisation Js not yet firmly 
rooted as a problem-solving technique. Regionalism and. 
contiguous inter-regional cooperation seem pronrismg 
candidate for a new means of addressing common trans- 
national problems in an effective manner. 

The feet that this occurs in Spain is a ppropriate to foe 
point of pan-ariBennial drama: foe Iberian land that 
experienced foe best and worst of Mkkfle Eastern/ 
European interaction in foe medieval Islamic era, that gave 
birth to foe modern nation-state in the 15th century, and 
that helped launch foe armada of vexing European 
■ colonialism now hosts a modem bid to learn 'from the 
lessons of the past, for foe purpose of bmkfing a better 
.future. Once again, Spain is our teacher, and foe entire 
Mediterranean world our schoolhouse. . 


Voters register a 
loss of faith in extremes 


The results of this month’s presidential elections in 
Algeria offer hope that a middle way can be found, 

writes David Hirst 


THE DEADLIEST opera- 
tion carried out by Groupes 
Islamiques Annes (GIA), 
foe extreme wing of Alger- 
ia's fundamentalist in- 
surgency, was their attempt 
to blow up foe police head- 
quarters in Algiers early 
this year. 


violate women even as it 
romises paradise to the 
> whom it has man- 


aged to enlist.* 


in the political arena can 
partake in ft. Army and 
police daily violate human 
rights. 


It involved a degree of 
setf -sacrificing heroism that 
a top PLO diplomat in 
Algiers found imp r e s si ve. 
When, he said, foe Palesti- 
nians’ Hamas send their 
men on suicide missions 
they can spare only one 
“martyr ” at a time. But 
Islamists in Algeria noncha- 
lantly master three. “One 
drove the suicide vehicle,” 
be said, “another pressed 
the button — and the third 
shouted their indispensable 
cry ‘God is Great* just be- 
fore he died.” 


Like most of the press, El 
Wataa is strongly anti- 
Islamist. And it is dear 
from conversations with 
ordinary people that it is 
not just a verdict of “intel- 
lectuals”, even though in- 
tellectuals, as one of foe 
terrorists' chosen targets, 
have grounds for reaching.- 
it. 


It seems to be temper- 
amentally Algerian, this 
readmes, .o goto extremes. 
Bat while such self-sacrifice 
might command respect if it 
is noble in purpose, it loses 
it if it is not. The presiden- 
tial elections show that, if 
some Algerians once 
thought it was noble, the 
great majority no longer 


. The extremists began 
-foeir campaign of violence 
soon after the armybacked 
regime, is January 2992, 
reneged on three years of 
political “liberalisation”, 
cancelling parliamentary 
elections and thereby de- 
nying the broad Islamist 
movement, from which the 
GIA later grew, a legiti- 
mate, essentially peaceful 
‘road to power. 


More than the GZA's bar- 
barous deeds, perhaps, the 
words that accompany them 
have really shocked — the 
open, unabashed call, for 
example, for killing not just 
the “renegades” who work 
for “the godless state”, but 
the “wives, sisters and. 
daughters Of renegades”, 
too. Such blood-curdling 
excess, plus aU manner of 
puritanical prohibitions 
■which, Irani an-styfe, the 
GIA seeks to impose, have 
proved just what a fear- 
some, totalitarian, joyless,* 
and above all ignorant uto- ; 
pia their state, would be. It, 
seems to be the general 
intuitive grasp of tins that 
accounts for presidential- 
election results that have 
surprised even foe regime 
itself. 


None the less, the size of 
the turn-out was at least as 
important as who it was for, 
ana the fed is that more 
people voted in these 
admittedly flawed presiden- 
tial ejections than they did 
in foe untrammelled par- 
liamentary ones in 1992. In 
doing so, they sent the 
powerful message which 
some within the regime 
wens rightly confident they 
would: that they now reject 
the Islamist movement, or 
at least the extremist course 
it has taken since they voted 
for it three years ago. 


themselves as a “last ram- 
part” against a popular in- 
surgency that frightened 
powerful vested interests 
besides themselves, and in- 
deed a good many honest 
“democrats” too. 


The convergence of in- 
terests between two ex- 
tremes seems so self- 
evident to many Algerians 
that, in their belief, the 
terror has been the hand- 
iwork not merely of foe 
GIA, but of foe security 
services which infiltrated ft. 


But that doesn’t mean 
they voted for the regime. 
It simply means that, for 
the voters, there are two 
extremes. Titer rejected the 
first in the 1992 parliamen- 
tary elections. That was the 
extremism of the regime 
itself, whose misdeeds they 
deem to have spawned foe 
second (the Islamists), 
wbkh they have now, m 
turn, repudiated. 


So, emphatically, it was 
not for the regime that foe 
people voted. It was first 
for the principle of free 
choice. Second, it was for 
the “rupture” winch all four 
candidates promised. Rup- 
ture, the commonest word 
in Algeria’s political voca- 
bulary, is shorthand for a 
total break with aO that is 
rotten in foe regime. 


The police headquarters 
bombing went badly wrong, 
but even if it hadn’t, even it 
had blown up its intended 
target, instead of killing 42 
bystanders, the self- 
sacrificing heroism would 
no longer have redeemed it 
in people’s eyes. 


In the 1992] 
elections, foe Isl amic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) won about 
a third of foe vote. And that 
third included not only the 
co mmi tted lilamias them- 
selves, but a great many 
“portest” voters who, at 
that time, admired them for 
foe blows they were dealing 
to a wholly discredited reg- 
ime, and did not stop to 
think too long about the 
kind of regime they might 
put in its place. 


The regime's extremism 
is that of its inner core, its 
cabal of generals who have 
dominated ft since inde- 
pendence in 1962. They are 
m y s t erious and largely in- 
visible, but they are univer- 
sally regarded as a pri- 
vileged caste, deeply cor- 
rupt, despotic, violent and 


There are two reasons 
why they think Mr. Zerooal 
is foe man for the rupture. 
One is that he is not only 
widely ' seen as the “best” of 
the generals, but as honest 
and sincere too. The other 
is that, being a product of 
the system, he knows best 
how to dismantle it. 


znampnlative. first behind 


the facade ' of one-party 
sodahsm and then of the 


political .and economic 
iiberalisiition that sup- 
posedly “corrected" it, they 
are held ultimately to blame 
for aH the sodo-ecowmac 


The terror; said El Wataa 
newspaper recently, “has 
been a terror that kills the 
doctor and foe journalist, 
foe civil servant and foe 
readier, which, worse stfll, 
slits children’s throats and 


But three yean on they 
have stopped to think. 
Three-quarters of the 
electorate voted this 
month. The dection was far 
from ideal. The two main 
secular parties, no light- 
weights, urged a boycott of 
foe election on the legiti- 
mate grounds that there can 
be no real democracy unless 
all the repres e ntative forces 


woes on which Islamic vio- 
lence has thrived. Since that 
violence arose, the so- 
called “eradkators” among 
the generals — those who 
seek a strictly “security” 
solution, not a “ political” 
one — have been in the 
ascendancy. Extremes 
meet, and in a sense, foe 
tenor has actually hem a 
godsend for them, because 
ft enabled them to present 


He is a man of the mwMk 
way. It will be fer from easy 
for him, in talcing on the 
system, to woo the “recon- 
cilers” away from foe “cra- 
di caters” and the powerful, 
indeed demonstrably 
malevolent, vested interests 
which will be penalised with 
them. And It won’t be much 
easier for him to woo foe 
relative moderates of foe 
Islamist movement from 
foe extremists who have 
proved as ready to turn on 
foeir moderates as, in the 
opposite camp, eradicates 
have on reconcilers. But in 
saying a plague on both 
their booses, and ex- 
orcising foe extremist de- 
mons whkfa, if foe PLO 
diplomat is right, have a 
place in ever, Algerian 

son], the people have made 

it much easier for him. 


The Guardian 


must see 


justice done 


By David RJefT 


NEW YORK — The Bos- 
nian peace agreement is 
rightly being hailed as a. 
triumph for American di- 
plomacy and, with lode, as 
foe beghnmg of the end of 
foe conflict. 

Unfortunately, the 
second propos i tion does not 
follow from the first. 

The Groatians and Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic of 
Serbia are delighted. 

But for those who fought 
and endured terrible 
hardships to keep the 
dream of a unitary Bosnian 
state alive, the accord is 
little more than the ratifica- 
tion of Bosnia's defeat. 

In Sarajevo and across 
free Bosnia, there is as 
much bitterness as relief. 
Many in the army believed 
the tide of the war was 
shifting in their favour. This ■ 
state of mind is an agent of 
postwar instability. 

Among ordinary people, 
-for aD foe relief at foe pros- 
pect of peace, there is as 
overpowwing sense of hav- 
ing suffered four years for 
nothing. Few are likely to 
celebrate an agreement that 
.effectively ratifies the dis- 
appearance of Bosnia as ft 
existed before 1992. 

It was in defence of the 
ideal of a multinational 
nudtireliffious Bosnia that 
its mainl y Muslim people 
have shed their blood and. 
endured privations. 

For all the talk of Islamic 
fundamentalism, most Bos- 
nians did not fight so their 
country could torn into a 
monocthmc state fike Ser- 
bia or Croatia but for it to 
survive as something diffe- 
rent and better — like the 
European norm. a 

After both the army's fai- 
mrc to lift foe siege of 
Sarajevo in May and the 
slaughter in Srebrenica, the 
wxmans knew their only 
alternative was to give in„ 
America wanted peace arxf 
was b acking away from its 1 
commitment to a unitary 
Bosnian state. 

TT»e prospect of being 
caught between foe Saba 
*nd an unrefiable Croatian 
any while feeing a Europe 
Jat was largely hostile 

them and an indifferent Un- 

rted Nations was terrifems. 

Before the Bosnians ar- 


rived in Dayton, they knew 
there was no real alterna- 
tive to the humane version 
of ethnic partition cobled 
together by Assistant 
Secretary of State Richard 
Holbrooke. President Afija 
Izctbegovk was right to- 
sign. 

The question is whether, 
even if NATO troops are 
sent to Bosnia, foe Bos- 
nians will accept their de- 
feat or see enough tangible; 
benefits in the peace to! 
allow than to see the wis- 
dom of President Iz cfoeg o- 
vic’s insistence tint “mis, 
may not be a just peace, but 
ft is more just than a con- 
tinuation iff war.” 

Peace and the prospec- 
tive deployment of Amer- 
ican troops are the only 
tangible be n ef i ts the Bos- 
nians have received, ft is 
not dear that American: 
guarantees to arm and tram 
the Bosnian forces are hard 
and fast. 

Nor is it dear whether 
the reconstruction hdp that 
Bosnia needs if peace is 
ever truly to come will real- 
ly be forthcoming. 

Most important, it » not 
dear how c nm i nii iyH the 
jyprid is to bringing those 
■who committed* ihmb mur- 
der at Srebrenica and 
countless other t o wn s to 
account. 

Without the catharsis erf’ 
. Nuremberg, Germany** re-= 
to™ to the crvffised world 
wwW have been fer more 1 
difficult. Without a sombre 

proross in Bosnia, ft b utel 

likely the peace deal in- 
itialed in Ohio will endure.; 

For lasting peace, foe) 
Bosnians must be recoow 
cforf to what befell foonl 
foe world watched, 
foe bitterness in Boa- 
tea, foere most be justices 
without it, there will be noj 
“song peace, only a tuB id 
foe hostilities that will last! 
j y * to tag as America) 
«et* troops in Bonin, j 
.There are too many Boa-1 
fosos who, armed ana rare-, 
“tolled, wiD wait far foe 
foment to 
into their ’own bands. 


writer is an aut hor 
and journalist who fie- 
f writes about Bosnia. 

■™ M*ba. The above arth 
;* * reprinted flam the 
He* York Hums. 
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DVC. the debate was more 


Meeting with the president 



VS. President Bill Clinton and Vice President Ai Gore meet with representatives cA Arab Americans 


By Dr- James Zogby 

WITH LITTLE fanfare, 22 
Arab-Americans had a his- 
toric meeting with both 
President Bill Clinton and 
Vice President Ai Gore. 
The Nov. 9 meeting, in the 
Cabinet Room of the White 
Home, marked only the 
sixth time thu a U.S. Presi- 
de# met with the national 
leadership of the Arab- 
AnKftcan community. 

TU» was the most repre- 
sentative group of Arab- 
Amcrfcans ever brought to 
the White House. As such, 
it reflected the excellent 
outreach effort of the admi- 
nistration's Office of Public 
liaison (OPL). During the 
pan three yean OPL has 
nude a sustained effort to 
contact and involve all seg- 
ments of the Arab- 
American community in a 
number of White House 
events and initiatives. 

The composition of the 
Arab- Amen can group also 
is a reflection of tbe extent 
to which the community is 
maturing and developing as 
on original constituency in 
U.S. politics. Among the 22 
were the beads of most of 
the national Arab- 
Atnerican organisations, 
leaders of most of the larger 
conn try -specific groups, 
leaders from both polio cal 
parries (including two Re- 
publicans who bad served 
as officials in the Reagan 
administration and the trus- 
tees of the Democratic 
National Committee — i.c., 
major donors to the party) 
and Arab- American elected 
and appointed public offi- 
.riate. 

During the hour-long 
meeting, we engaged the 
president on a number of 
issues central to our coun- 
try’s concerns. 

Only a few days before 
the government shutdown, 
President Clinton opened 
the discussion by focusing 
on Us concerns with tbe 
ongoing budget debate. He 
emphasised that from his 
administrations' perspec- 


than an issue of numbers; 
At slake were two different 
visions of the role of gov- 
ernment and its responsibil- 
ity toward people. Tbe 
president made dear his in- 
tention to veto the Republi- 
can budget proposal be- 
cause it cuts in social spend- 
ing — for medical care, for 
the elderly, for education, 
for protection of the en- 
vironment, and for the poor 
and disabled — were too 
•Revere. 

Turning to the Middle 
East peace process in the 
wake of the assassination of 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, the president 
affirmed his resolve to sup- 
port Palestinians and 
Israelis, as they make their 
agreement and to work to- 
wards comprehensive re- 
gional peace. 

In my opening remarks, 
and in response to the presi- 
dent, 1 noted that our com- 
munity shared the adminis- 
tration's concern with the 
growing danger of extrem- 
ism both at home in the 
U.S. and abroad in ihc 
Middle East. The harshness 
and intolerance that moti- 
vated the assassin of Mr. 
Rabin, and the same phe- 
nomenon in its U.S. domes- 
tic variety, has become a 
threat to Arab- American 
and American -Muslim in 
the U.S. It was this extrem- 
ism that accused the Arab 
and Muslim-American 
communities in the after- 
math of the Oklahoma City 
bombing — and has enda- 
gered our rights by focusing 
anti-terrorism legislation as 
if Arabs and Muslims were 
its prime targets. Extrem- 
ism from the far-rigbt in the 
U.S. has also targeted the 
peace process, seeking to 
impede its progress by pas- 
sing irresponsible and des- 
tructive legislation against 
the PLO on the subject of 
Jerusalem. And, finally, 
this same right-wing senti- 
ment seeking to close 
America's borders to new 



migrants who are lawfully 
entitled to them. 

The president responded 
positively to all these con- 
cerns and reaffirmed (hat 
he would not allow legisla- 
tion efforts by Congress to 
stop the peace process, 
which is why he opposed 
the Jerusalem legislation, 
and that he is equally con- 
cerned about the scape- 
goating of immigrants. Re- 
sponding, in pan to our 
concern about the unfair 
treatment being meted out 
to legal immigrants, the 
president indicated his com- 
mitment to veto the welfare 
reform legislation which has 
just passed Congress. This 
issue had been brought to 
the president's attention by 
one of the Arab-American 
leaders present, Ismael 
Ahmad, director of the 
Arab Community Centre 


for Economic and Social 
Services (ACCESS), the 
nation's largest social ser- 
vice organisation which 
works with Arab- 
Americans in Dearborn, 
Michigan. 

Other issues raised by the 
assembled Arab-American 
leadership included the im- 
pediments to economic de- 
velopment in the West 
Bank and Gaza. Hani Mas- 
ri, a Washington, DC 
businessman and a trustee 
of the Democratic Party 
stressed that if Israel did 
not remove the impedi- 
ments it has placed on the 
Palestinian economy, the 
Palestinians would not re- 
ceive the needed economic 
benefits of peace and the 
peace process itself would 
suffer. 

The president clearly 


understood this concern 
and emphasised that he 
shared the conviction that 
Palestinians must experi- 
ence the benefits of peace if 
the process is to work. He 
committed, as he had at an 
earlier discussion, to review 
the impediments issue and 
to work with us to find ways 
to balance security concerns 
with economic develop- 
ment. 

In response to an appeal 
from former U.S. Ambas- 
sador to Morocco Tom Nas- 
sif (who currently chairs the 
American Task Force on 
Lebanon) thar the travel 
ban on Lebanon be re- 
moved, both the president 
and vice president indicated 
that the issue would be re- 
viewed. Mr. Nassifs argu- 
ments for Lebanon's 
sovereignty and for an end 


to the ban appeared to 
move the president, who 
has in the past spoken elo- 
quently in support of the 
U.S. -Lebanese rela- 
tionship. 

As the meeting was con- 
• rinding, we brought up 
< uher issues we wished to 
t olio w- up on with the White 
I louse House at a later date 
— one of which was an 
is sues brought to the table 
b y Michigan's large Iraqi 
C haidean community co ri- 
ce -ming the humanitarian 
ct isis in Iraq. 

On hearing this issue 
raised. President Clinton 
im mediately responded 
v<i an expression of his 
de ep concern over the 
situation. “Some nights I 
ciii't sleep thinking about 
the children of Iraq,*' the 
pre sident said. He that Ira- 


qi President Saddam Hus- 
sein could end this crisis if 
he agreed to enact U.N. 
Security Council resolu- 
tions designed to allow Iraq 
to sell oil to raise bard 
currency which the interna- 
tional community would 
use to provide humanita- 
rian for the people of the 
country. But Mr. Clinton 
said that President Saddam 
had not agreed to that re- 
solution, and as the recent 
defections from Iraq made 
dear President Saddam still 
has not faithfully im- 
plemented the other U.N. 
Security Council resolu- 
tions which are required be- 
fore international sanctions 
can be lifted against the 
country. 

Nevertheless, the presi- 
dent expressed his interest 
in receiving specific propos- 
als from Arab- Americans 
to address the issue of pro- 
viding humanitarian assist- 
ance to the people of Iraq, 
with the provision that no 
such assistance must benefit 
President Saddam’s regime. 
Follow-up meetings will be 
held with administration 
officials on all of these 
issues as Antb-Amerians 
build on this meeting with 
the president and vice presi- 
dent. 

As further evidence of 
the administration's respect 
for the community, less 
than one hour after joining 
the president in the hour- 
long leadership meeting, 
Vice President Gore came 
to the site of our Tenth 
Anniversary Arab Amer- 
ican Institute ( AAI) confer- 
ence to address the entire 
gathering. In his remarks 
the vice president said with 
clear pride; 

“The U.S. leadership has 
helped create the best 
chance for peace in Bosnian 
since the war began ... 
America has helped lead 
the way to a ceasefire and 
to the negotiations that are 
now underway. We have a 
responsibility to do our part 
in its implementation. Our 
values and our interests de- 
mand nothing less — to 


stop the outrageous slaugh- 
ter, to prevent war from 
spreading; to help build a 
united Europe at peace.” 

In recognition of the role 
Arab- Americans have play- 
ed in U.S. life, the vice 
president stated: 

"Arab- Americans have 
always exemplified the mid- 
dle ground; seeking oppor- 
tunity, taking responsibil- 
ity. Working your way into 
America's mainstream 
while preserving your rich 
traditions ... President Clin- 
ton came to office to pre- 
serve and fortify those 
values, values that Arab- 
Americans practice every 
day. And the president has 
enlisted Arab-Americans in 
this understanding — 
cabinet officers like Donna 
Sbalala. White House staf- 
fers like Tom Kali! and 
Julia Moffet, and from my 
own staff Greg Simon and 
Holly Carver.” 

The vice president con- 
cluded by saying: “Every 
time I travel from the White 
House to my residence, I 
pass the garden memorial 
named for Khalil Gibran, 
whose words, which I para- 
phrase, I will leave you with 
tonight: As your ancestors 
have been' builders of 
Damascus, Beirut and 
Cairo, you should be buil- 
ders of New York, Chicago, 
Detroit, and whatever cities 
you reside in this new 
world. 

"We must move forward 
together — build peace 
togehter." 

The meeting at the White 
House was significant both 
because of the depth and 
diversity of the Arab- 
American leaders present 
and ths substance of the 
issues they raised. There is 
a recognition that Arab- 
Americans are a political 
constitutency that can play 
a role in elections and poli- 
cy formation. 


The writer is president of 
the Arab American Insti- 
tute. He contributed the 
above article to the Jordan 
Times. * 


Syria offers full peace 


(Continued from page 1) 

resist foreign occ u p a tion. 

Another row also erupted 
between Syria and the EU 
over a planned free trade 
zone in tile teflon by 2010 
which will involve industrial 
goods and services but not 
agricultural products. 

Negotiators who have been 
locked in intensive talk* all 
weekend to try to reach a 


com p romise admitted defeat 
on Monday and handed the 
over to nrinistgi* 
die countries involved. 

The conference has 
brought together foreign 
ministers from the 15 EU 
countries, Israel, Turkey, 
Malta, Cyprus and eight 
Arab delegations — Syria, 
Lebanon, Egypt Jordan, the 
Palestinian Authority, 
Morocco, Tunisia and Alger- 
ia. 


No Barak-Sharaa meeting in cards 


(Continued from page 1) 

reiterating Syrian assertions 
that Israel was responsible 
for the deadlock in the peace 
talks between the two coun- 
tries. 

Despite the diminishing 
dunces for an official meet- 
ing between Mr. Sharaa and 
Mr, Barak, however, di- 
plomatic sources expected 
tbe two officials to bold “con- 


tacts " at the sidelines of Bar- 
celona conference “during 
lunches and dinners that will 
be organised for the occa- 
sion.” 

Syria boycotted the Middle 
East and North Africa econo- 
mic summit which was held in 
Amman in October because 
Israel took part in it but is 
attending tbe Barcelona con- 
ference even though it is 
attended by Israel. 


Serbs press push against deal 

(Continued from page U 




Croatia and Bosnia, have 
bailed tbe peace deal and 
dismissed his protests. 

U.S. negotiator Richard 
Holbrooke said on Sunday 
the peace accord worked out 
at tbe Ohio summit would 
not be amended. 

Milan Mdutinovic, foreign 
minister of ramp Yugoslavia, 
ruled out the possibility of 
any amendments to the Day- 
ton peace accord. 

“We can discuss other 
questions in Paris, if our 
hosts propose it. but under 

DO firrnmt fa nf w [he docu- 
ments initialled in Dayton,” 
he said. 

The foreign minister’s 
comments came a day after 

Yugoslav President Zoran 
LiBc raid the Belgrade gov- 
ernment would seek to “cor- 
rect” pens of tbe accord. 

Quoted by Tanjug news 
apmey, Mr. Lflic said: “We 
will try to correct everything 
that ba’t good," but failed to 
specify which parts be hoped 
to revise. 

Britain wiQ host an interna- 
tional conference in London 
Dec, 8-9 on implementation 
of tbe Bosnia peace plan, the 
Foreign Office said. 

A spokesman said it would 
foreign ministers of 
the five-nation “contact 
group" on Bosnia — Britain, 
France, Germany, Russia 
and tbe United States — as 
well as the NATO alliance, 
the European Union, and 
tidier interested parties. 

“The purpose,' said Ate 
spokesman, would be “to 
mobilise foe international 
community for the task 


ahead. It will aim to focus on 
the civilian aspects of imple- 
mentation” of the accord. 

Tbe conference, which is 
scheduled to ran from the 
afternoon of Dec. 8 to the 
afternoon of Dec. 9, will 
"establish a coordinated 
structure with a senior poli- 
tical figure, the high repre- 
sentative, at its centre, " said 
the spokesman. 

Meanwhile the Bosnian 
foreign minister warned that 
if the Bosnian Serbs show 
“serious resistance” to the 
Dayton peace accord, fight- 
ing could resume and deman- 
ded that Belgrade bring the 
Serbs under control. 

Foreign Minister Moham- 
mad Sadrbey said on a sto- 
pover in Zagreb: "If there is 
a serious resistance by Karad- 
zic and Mladic to tbe Dayton 
accord, we could expect s 
resumption of fighfr&S 10 
order to protect the peace." 

He was referring to Bos- 
nian Serb military leader Rat- 
ko Mladic. 

Mr. Karadzic was accused 
of whipping up demonstra- 
tions by Serbs in Serb-held 
areas of the Bosnian capital 
in what Mr. Sacribey called 
“a very worrying indication 
of tbe intention of the Ser- 
bian ride to undermine this 
accord." 

“It u> essential that Karad- 
zic's comments be brought to 
the attention of the entire 

j team at Dayton... 

that (Serbian) President 

Slobodan Milosevic take 
effective measures” to see 
that the Dayton accord is 
respected, Mr. Sacirbey said. 


Prince Ra’d reviews projects 


(Continued from page 1) 

the NRA’s petroleum depart- 
ment, outlined the author- 
ity’s exploration for oil and 
gas, noting that Jordan's dai- 
ly gas production at Rishch 
fields was about 30 million 
cubic metres and was ex- 
pected to rise to 36 million in 
1996. 

During his visit to Aqaba 
on Sunday the Regent in- 
spected areas that were 
affected by the recent earth- 
quake and the aftershocks. 
He met with Aqaba's acting 
Governor Fayez Khasawneh 
and the mayor and other 
officials. He was briefed on 
coordination among their de- 
partments in dealing with the 
effects of the earthquakes. 

Prince Ra’d urged the con- 
cerned authorities to train 
local residents in rescue and 


first aid operations in natural 
disasters and earthquakes. 

Prince Ra’d also toured 
some installations that were 
affected by the earthquake 
and called on the local offi- 
cials to speed up the process 
of repairs at public buddings. 

Dr. Khasawneh, who is 
also president of the Aqaba 
Region Authority (ARA), 
noted that a special technical 
task force bad been formed 
grouping the Royal Scientific 
Society and the Civil Defence 
Department to offer services 
to the public through an op- 
erations room at foe police 
department in Aqaba. 

According to Dr. Zeid 
Adwan of foe Haya Bint AI 
Hussein Hospital, only 30 
citizens were brought to hos- 
pital for slight injuries and 
shock after foe earthquake 
and there were no deaths. 


Ekeus begins new Iraq mission 


(Continued from page 1) 


food and medicine as long as 
the measure undermined its 
sovereignty and gave 
Washington a pretext to 
maintain the economic sanc- 
tions. 

“Accepting Resolution 986 
would mean waiting many 
more years before the embar- 
go is lifted,” according to 
Babel newspaper, ran by 
President Saddam Hussein’s 
eldest son Uday. 

“Accepting the resolution 
will pull the rag from under 
the feet of those who ask for 
a lifting of the embargo and 
allow the United Slates to 
avoid such pressure,” the 
newspaper said. 

It denounced the United 
States as "the evil empire” 
and accused it of “trying to 
force (Iraq) into accepting 
the resolution in tbe pretext it 
is difficult to lift foe embargo 
for now." 

“Iraq rejected and will re- 
ject this resolution as long as 
it has clauses which under- 
mine its sovereignty and in- 
dependence,” Babel said. 

On Sunday Mr. Sahaf 
asked for amending the re- 
solution to “take into account 
Iraq's reservations. As long 
as the resolution is not 
amended “there will be no- 
thing new” in Iraq’s position, 
be said. 

Tbe resolution adopted in 
April allows Iraq to export up 
to $1 billion worth of oil per 
quarter to buy food, medi- 
cine, and other humanitarian 
supplies, but under strict 
U.N. control. 

Baghdad wants changes to 
clauses which call for distri- 
buting supplies to Kurdish 
regions outside Iraqi control 
and exporting much Of foe oil 
^through Turkey. 

Iraq conceded for the first 
time on Sunday that it was 


under pressure to accept foe 
U.N. offer. 

The Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) said a parliamentary 
committee discussed what it 
described as "the hostile 
Western media campaign 
aiming at compelling Iraq to 
accept foe unfair Resolution 
986. 

“It (the resolution) flag- 
rantly violates Iraq's policy, 
meddles in its domestic 
affairs and plunders its 
national riches,” INA said. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Gbali has repeatedly 
called on Baghdad to accept 
foe terms. Diplomats say 
pressure is mounting on Iraqi 
leaders from France, Russia 
and China, perceived as 
being more sympathetic 
among major powers to Iraq, 
to agree to sell limited 
amounts of oil. 

INA said members of the 
Arab and international rela- 
tions committee in the parlia- 
ment will write letters to 
counterparts in other coun- 
tries, urging an implementa- 
tion of paragraph 22 of Re- 
solution 687, allowing Bagh- 
dad free oil exports. 

The Arab League is also 


trying to persuade Iraq to 
enter into direct negotiations 


with the U.N, to discuss its 
oil terms. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Aziz on Sunday denounced 
U.N. sanctions on his country 
as criminal and said they 
were being maintained only 
to serve U.S. interests. 

"The commotion about foe 
information and documents 
Iraq has given to the Special 
Commission is meant to 
maintain foe embargo for foe 
longest period to realise the 
selfish interests of foe United 
States," INA said, quoting 
Mr. Aziz. 


& 


Peres: PLO must cha nge charter 


Rare communist 
confluence in 
fast- changing China 

By Jeffrey Parker ever more pragmatic ruling 


(Continued from page I) 

committee in Tulkarem on 
Saturday and confiscated 
computers, documents and a 
fax machine. There were no 
arrests, they said. 

The army spokesman said: 
“During an army and civil 
administration operation in 
foe office of foe Muslim chri- 
ty committee in Tulkarem 
two days ago documents were 
confiscated which are sus- 
pected as mcitcful material.” 

A Palestinian police officer 
m Jenin said on Monday he 
had protested to foe Israeli 
army over the arrest on 
Saturday of activists from 
another militant group, isla- 
mic Jihad, in villages still 
under Israeli control in tbe 
Jenin area. 

Israel said it had arrested 
16 activists. The Palestinians 
reported 11 arrests. 

Islamic Jihad and Hamas 
have carried out suicide 
bombings in Israel as pan of 
a campaign of opposition to 
the PLO’s peace accords with 
foe Jewish state. 

Israel, meanwhile, gave in 
to demands from 25 Palesti- 
nian police and allowed them 
to travel across foe West 
Bank with all their arms to 
foe northern town of Tul- 
karem, Palestinian officials 
said. 

Earlier, the officers had 
been barred for several hours 
from leaving the self-ruled 
enclave of Jericho for Tul- 
karem after Israeli troops de- 
manded they travel only 
armed with pistols, leaving 
behind automatic rifles. 

But after long talks, the 
Israelis allowed them to leave 
Jericho to travel the 100 
kilometres to the north with 
all their arms, Palestinian 
sources said. 

They arrived by bus 
accompanied by two Palesti- 
nian police vehicles. There 
are now 35 Palestinian police 
in foe town of 45,000 resi- 
dents as part of the prepara- 
tions for an Israeli troop 
withdrawal. 

It was foe second snag to 
hit the redeployment prog- 
ramme in two days. 

On Sunday there was a 
stand-off in Nablus when the 
two skies could, not agree 
where the first Palestinian 
police to arrive in tbe north- 
ern West Bank would be 
based. 

After hastily-convened 
talks tbe 10 Palestinians won 
out and set up base in cara- 
vans near Huara, about five 
kilometres south of Nablus. 

The Israeli army had 
wanted them to base the 
Israeli-Palestinian liaison 
committee in Barka, closer to 
Nablus just three kilometres 
south of foe town. 

Under foe Sept. 28 auton- 
omy deal, Israeli troops are 
due to quit six Palestinian 


towns on foe West Bank. 
They have already handed 
over X cnin to Palestinian con- 
trol to allow elections to go 
ahead on Jan. 20. ! 

Troc «ps will also leave Kal- i 
kiiiya , Bethlehem and j 
Ram:il lah. Under special | 
arrange meats they will stay in 
Hebron to protect 400 set- 
tlers ti ring among 120,000 
Palestinians. 

In AI Khadcr on foe West 
Bank, a bout 50 Palestinians ! 
on Mon day stopped buiidoz- j 
ers from levelling lands which 
they sa.it I had been seized by 
Jewish * rulers close to Beth- 
lehem. 

Village rs from AI Kbader 
said foe 10-hectare site had 
been tak en by foe settlers 
from foe neighbouring settle- 
ment of N 'ewe Daniel to build 
an indusa ial zone. “It is our 
land, not »ody has sold it,” 
they chanted. 

Israeli police sealed tbe 
area to k cep other demon- 
strators (Hit. 

Israeli itoJdiers shot and 
lightly wou nded a Palestinian 
close to a roadblock near 
Rama Hah , militar y officials 
said. 

They fired at foe car with 
Palestinian number plates 
“because of foe suspicious 
behaviour .:tf the driver who 
was lightly wounded,” an 
army spokesman said, with- 
out giving fiirther details. 

On Sunday an Israeli offic- 
er and a sold icr were slightly 
hurt when stones were 
thrown at their vehicles in 
two separate West Bank inci- 
dents in Jericho and Tul- 
karem. 

Two petrol bombs were 
also thrown in foe direction 
of an Israeli military vehicle 
in Hebron late Sunday, but 
there was do damage or 
casualties. 

The new chief of Islamic 
Jihad, Ramadan Abdullah 
Salah, pledged Monday to 
pursue attack; on Israeli 
military targets and settle- 
ments. 

“We do not target foe Jews 
because they are Jews but 
because they did us an injus- 
tice by appropriating our 
land,” Mr. Shalah told the 
London-based Saudi news- 
paper AI Hayat. 

Mr. Shalah succeeded 
Fafoi Shaqaqi as tlie l eader of 
the Jihad after Shaqaqi was 
gunned down in Malta by 
suspected Israeli agents cm 
Oct. 26. 

"Our military activity is the 
product of Israeli t occupation 
and will continue its long as 
the occupation continues,” 
be said, adding that the 
targets were “carefully 
chosen military ones arid set- 
tlements inside Pa!ttsrine." 

“But our jihad (holy war) 
is not only military. We are 
not an armed gang We’re 
advocates of an Islamic pro- 
ject," he sakl. 


BEUING — Whether by 
accident or design. Beijing 
this week finds itself at the 
vortex of yesterday’s ideol- 
ogy, hosting overlapping 
visits by the last leaders of 
world communism — Cuba 
and Vietnam. 

AM that prevents a global 
communist summit is the 
absence of China's mercu- 
rial neighbour. North 
Korea, which technically 
has had no leader to send 
since the death of Kim II 
Sung last year. 

Pyongyang's putative 
leader Kim Jong-11 has yet 
to assume his father Kirrr 
ll-Sung's titles as party chief 
and head of state. 

Vietnamese Communist 
Pans chief Do Nluoi ar- 
rived on Sunday for a 
seven-day stay that overlaps 
with Cuban president and 
Communist Party chief 
Fidel Castro's first visit to 
the Chinese People's Re- 
public, a 10-day tour begin- 
ning on November 29. 

In the traditional socialist 
manner, details of their 
trips were not disclosed, 
although the party-run Peo- 
ple's Daily ran a front-page 
picture and biography of 
“comrade Do Muoi." 

It was not immediately 
known if Mr. Do Muoi. Mr. 
Castro and Chinese Com- 
munist Party chief Jiang 
Zemin would all sit down 
together. 

A foreign ministry 
spokesman said on Thurs- 
day that China was hosting 
two bilateral meetings, 
rather than something 
more, but ideological iro- 
nies abound whether they 
meet or not. 

Although China stands 
alone as the last big country 
ruled by a Communist Par- 
ty, it is loath to acknoiv- 
IcJge leadership of (he 
socialist world — and would 
hardly qualify to lead a 
summit of world proletarian 
parties. 

After disastrous experi- 
ments with forced collect i- 
visatton and other flights of 
Stalinist fancy. China jetti- 
soned .Marxist economics 
after 1978 when Deng 
Xiaoping launched the era 
of market pricing, stock and 
futures exchanges, private 
ownership. Rolls-Royces 
and self-made millionaires. 

Analysts say Mr. Deng\< 
genius was his insistence on 
keeping the labels “social- 
ist” to describe his ever 
more capitalist economy 
and “communist" for the 


Perhaps the greatest 
irony of all is that rump 
Communists Cuba and 
Vietnam can't get enough 
of Mr. Deng's “Social ist 
market economy” and are 
keen to mimic his noc-so- 
socialist success. 

Both covet China's asto- 
nishing economic revival, 
which has unleashed 16 
yeajs of double-digit econo- 
mic growth and created a 
global trade giant and re- 
gional military power, 
although Beijing is still 
struggling with its most' 
daunting task, rejuvenating 
the vast but uncompetitive 
state-owned industries, and 
remains plagued by party 
corruption. 

Cuba, tormented more, 
than ever bv the United 
Staies-lcd trade embargo 
now that its, longtime Soviet 
benefactors have thrown in 
the ideological rowel, was 
never close to China, which 
through much of its 4b years 
of communist rule has been 
at odds with Moscow. 

Since the Soviet collapse. 
Cuba has worked hard to 
kindle a friendship with 
China that has come to be 
seen by both sides as excel- 
lent. China's food industry 
and distillers offer a key 
market for the main Cuban 
export, sugar, while Cuba is 
eager to buy cheap Chinese 
foods, medicines and manu- 
factured goods. 

Analysts say Mr. Castro 
sees China as a model for 
emerging from economic 
malaise and diplomatic 
isolation without meeting 
the same fate as his Soviet 
and eastern European 
socialist kin. 

Havana said on Saturday 
it was restoring personal 
income tax for well-to-do 
Cubans, restoring some- 
thing that was abolished as 
an evil of capitalism after 
the 195y Communist Re- 
volution. 

Despite lingering pain 
and dislocation dating to 
the Vietnam war. Hanoi 
has made great strides to- 
wards overcoming estrange- 
ment from the United 
Slates and other Western 
powers by swiftly learning 
the ropes of Chinese -style 
economic pragmatism. 

In the process. Vietnam 
normalised relations with 
China in 1991. 12 wars 
after they fought an un- 
seemly inter-communist 
border war. and now 
appears to regard hs vast 
northern neighbour more as 
an economic partner than 
ideological ally. 




dtiomy 


Med states dream 
of rivalling Asia as 


prosperity zone 


BARCELONA (AFP) 
The European (EU) a 


n , and 

its Mediterranean neigh- 
bours are sitting down 
together here for the first 
time with the express aim, 
' of turning the region into 
a thriving free trade zone 
capable of rivalling Asian 
markets. 

The unprecedented 
Barcelona conference is 
to end Tuesday with a 
joint declaration setting 
oat a vision of an end to 
trade barriers throughout 
the Mediterranean by 
2010. 

The 15 EU countries at 
the c o nferen ce are gutting 
op $12 billion in md and 
soft loans to their 12 


Mediterranean partners 
shock of 


to cushion the 
o p e ning up their markets 
for the first time. 

In return , Europe 
hopes to have a ready 
market for its industrial 
__ and services on its 
rstep as well as areas 


of cheap labour costs to 
build its factories. 

“The opening np of 
markets is an unstoppable 
process with the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade and the emergence 
of tiie extremely competi- 
tive Asian economies,” a 
EU official at the confer- 
ence said. “The 
Mediterranean cannot 
rely on simply being 
cheap any more now that 
areas like South East Asia 
are efficient and produc- 
tive as well.” 

At present, the Euro- 
pean Union’s sates to the 
southern Mediterranean 
countries stand at only 8.5 
per cent of its total ex- 
ports, while imports are 
6.8 per cent of the total. 

“Yet the Mediterra- 
nean has the geographical 
advantage because of its 
proximity to Europe and 
there is en ormous pafen- 
tial there,” the European 
Commission official said. 

The argument that' 
European countries will 
have an alternative to 
Asia in which to build 
their factories and take 
advantage of low labour 
costs is a “painful” but 
important one, he added. 

“There is a lot of de- 
location going on, and we 
car’* dwv Mediterranean 
countries the advantages 
of having low costs as wdl 
as the drawbacks,” the 
official Dointed out. 

The EU already has 


association accords with 
Israel, Tunisia, Morocco, 
and is negotiating deals 
with Egypt, Jordan and 
Lebanon. 

It hopes that the collec- 
tive effort to open up 
Mediterranean countries 
to each other as well as to 
the EU will bring other 
benefits as well as econo- 
mic development. 

By promoting jobs and 
prosperity in the poorer 
countries, the EU aims to 
reduce tbs flow of immig- 
rants fr om the southern 
Mediterranean who 
already number 10 minion 
inhab itants in EU coun- 
tries. 

“We can either export 
stability or import insta- 
bility,” the EU delegate 
said. 

Another advantage to a 
Euro-mediterranean eco- 
nomic partnership is the 
benefit it could nave for 
the Arab- Israeli peace 
process. 

The EU has said it will 
favour regional as 
opposed to national pro- 
jects — such as roads, 
pipelines and water pro- 
jects — when it comes to 
handing out the money on 
offer. 

And it points to the 


participation of Syria, 
winch has ‘ 


boycotted pre- 
vious international con- 
ferences involving Israel, 
-as a sign that Europe’s 
“carrot rather than the 
stick” policy may have 
some success where the 
peace initiatives of the 
United States have foiled. 

“Syria’s participation 
and interest m the idea of 
free trade is being seen as 
a major achievement,” 
the E-U.k official said. “It 
gives Syria a way into the 
peace process without 
looking like a wimp.” 

However Europe rec- 
ognises there is a long way 
to go before its vision 
becomes reality, and that 
Middle East politics will 
play a large part. 

The idea of free trade 
with the Palestinians, for 
example, is a pipe dream 
until it is possible to travel 
to sefl-ruted Gaza without 
having to change cars at 
the border with Israel, 
going through check- 


Militants paralyse 
railways as France 
faces chaot ic week 


PARIS (AFP) — Mffitant 
strikers paralysed the French 
railway system Monday 
ahead of a general strike 
Tuesday that threatens to 
bring the whole country to a 
halt. 

On the fourth day of a 
cri pp lin g protest, drivers har- 
dened their strike, forcing the 
state-owned railway company 
SNCF to cancel five out of six 
trains. In the Paris region, 
virtually no commuter trams 
served the suburbs. 

The SNCF gave up trying 
to ran trains bet w een Paris 
and the south-western dty of 
Bordeaux after raflwaymen 
blocked a high-speed TGV 
train on that route in the 
station in the western dty of 
Angouteme. Passengers were 
transferred on to buses.' 

Strikers also Mocked the 
line between Paris and the 
Normandy city of Rouen, 
cutting all services, and the 


£ 


railway company had to di- 
vert a TGV after ratiwaymen 


The final 
will push the idea of poli- 
tical reform and coopera- 
tion between the coun- 
tries in the region. 


cut the line between the 
capital and Lille, in the 
north, where workers occu- 
pied a signal room. 

As two of tire country’s 
three main unions prepared 
for a general strike on Tues- 
day, only four days after ci 
public sector stoppage that 
paralysed the country on Fri - 
day, railway depot after rail f- 
way depot voted to continu c 
tiie strike and whole repot is 
of the country were almost 
entirely without trains. 

Meanwhile students pro- 
testing university underfun d- 
ing planned a mass day c<f 
protest next Thursday for t he 
second time in a week. 

The communist-led COT 
trade union is joining Tu to- 
day's strike called by the in- 
dependent union Force O rnr- 
riere to protest conserval Dive 
Prime Minister Alam Jupj ae’s 
plan to reform the welfare 
system to cut deficits. 

But a third union, the -pro- 
socialist CFDT, is not ta long 
giving the government 
that it can divide and 

rule. 

On Monday most Paris 
train stations wfere oat of 
action for the day. Bu s ser- 
vices were cut in half f or the 
Paris metropolitan arc* and 
suburbs, the Paris public 
transport company the 
RATP, said. 

But die metro was r earning 
as usual, although it t*as ex- 
pected to be bit on T» lesday. 

The RATP accused the 
CGT trade union of i riterfer- 
ing with “the freedom to 
work” by organising pickets 
at some bus depots i md foil- 
ingto give strike m nice. 

The railway unions want 


THE Daily Crossword by Diana C. Baldwin J 


ACHOSS 
t Forearm bone 
5 Send in 
'payment 
10 Enjoy gum 
14 Night brightener 
*15 Entertain 

16 “Whatever — 
wants..." 

17 Improve a road 

18 More pleasant 

19 Candid 

20 Took the 
consequences 

23 Calendar 
segments 

24 Annoying one 

25 Mete out 

28 Flatten wrinkles 

31 Ram 

32 Make a wheat 
bundle 

34 Moist 

37 Well-prepared 
for battle 

40 House member, 
briefly 

41 Lax 

42 Bigfoot 

43 Lab tube: var. 

44 Autotype 

45 Beginning 
47 Defeat 

49 Picked up the 
tab 

55 Auctioneer’s cry 

56 "Sound of 
Music” heroine 

57- Ftoofl'me feature 

59 Hammer or saw 

60 Motionless 

61 Vandyke site 

62 Otherwise 

63 Staggers 

64 Railroad name 
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Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 


DOWN 

1 Refs cousin 

2 Bread unit 

3 — Scotia 

4 Short yam 

5 Actor Quaid 

6 Sends out 

7 A lot 

8 Words of 
understanding 

9 Semester 


10 Shuts up 

11 Puebla dwellers 

12 Vote in 

13 Pale 

21 Gobble up 

22 Distraught 

25 Culture medium 

26 Folk wisdom 

27 Tiffany item 

28 — four (small 
cake) 

29 Stadium 
cheers 

30 Holiday times 

32 Part of a 
process 

33 Where the 
heart is 

34 Dandelion, e.g. 

35 Ms. James 

36 Skinny 

38 Snow mound 

39 Lens 

43 Curly pooch 

44 Kinsman 

45 “—and his 
money..." 
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tiu : go vernme nt to take over 
mi .'St or all of the SNCFs 
Hi} :(snve 175 bfllipn francs 
55 billion) debt as part of a 
e-year development plan 
wf rich, it is predicted, win try 
to < make savings through job 
« its, wge controls, 
it y grins and transferring rc- 
si ponsibifity for 
r egkmal lines to regional an- 
t horitics. 

Details wffl be formally un- 
1 riled Friday. 

A spokesman for the 
opposition Socialist Party, 
Francois HoQande, Monday 
described the situation as 
“extremely tense’’ and 
warned that it could become 
explosive if the gov ernm ent 
refused to back down. 

The train drivers also fear 
they will lost their privileged 
pension status under a reform 
of the French welfare system 
a nn ounced by Mr. Juppe two 
weeks ago. At present, rail- 
way workers are permitted to 
retire on a foil pension at 50, 
ten years earli er than most 
public sector workers. 

Mr. Jimpe’s welfare reform 
plan for public sector 
workers to work for 40 yean, 
instead of 37.5 yean as at 
present, to qualify for a full 
pension. 

The trade unions say that 
the SNCFs chronic deficit 
stems entirely from servicing 
its accumulated debt 

Apart from curbing pen- 
sion rights, the Juppe plan 
will levy a new tax to help pay 
off an accumulated social 
security deficit that will reach 
250 bfflion francs (S50 billion) 
by tiie end of the year. 

Government spokesman 
Alam Lamoossonre has said 
the plan is open to consulta- 
tion, but only on ways of 
achieving the savings sought 
by Mr. Juppe, and win not 
back down. 

The gov e rnment considers 
the refoiuis are essential if 
France is to stand any dunce 
of catting public deficits to be 
ready for European econo-, 
mic and monetary union 
(EMU) by tiie Maastricht 
treaty- deadline of Jan. 1, 
1999. 

CFDT leader Nicole Notat 
has approved the main lines 
of the Juppe plan. 


French railway workers and train drivers raise their hands 
in a motion to continue their strike outside the dosed Nice 


railway station. Rail staff are protesting *** 

Minister Alain Juppe’s austerity plan (Renter |Aoto) 


Intra- Asian trade with China grows 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — Chi- 
na's trade with the rest of 
Aria has grown dramatically 
over the past decade, raising 
the country’s stature as a 
market and outweighing its 
threat as a potential competi- 
tor to booming regional eco- 
nomies, said a report. 

Regional exports to the 
China/Hong Kong market 
grew from S18.3 billion in 
1984 to S120.O7 billion in 
1994, said the Political and 
Economic Risk Consultancy 
(PERC). 

Imports from the market 

f rew from $18.2 billion to 
102.82 billion, PERC said in 
its latest Asian -Intelligence 
report which analysed Chi- 
na's growing impact on Asia. 

It based the' report on an 
analysis of China's trade with 
Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Japan, Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines, Singapore, South 
Korea, Taiwan and Thailand. 

The China/Hong Kong 
market were combined be- 
cause many exports to China 
go through the territory and 
are difficult to distinguish. 


the organisation said, noting 
also that Hong Kong would 
become a part of China in 
1997. 

Exports to the market 
accounted for 12.28 per cent 
of overall regional exports, 
up from 5.5 per cent in 1984, 
white imports grew to 11.62 
per cent from 6.28 per cent.. 

“It has largely been be- 
cause of China’s rapid growth 
that smaller Asian neigh- 
bours have been able to con- 
tinue growing rapidly even 
during periods of recession in 
traditional markets like the 
U.S., Europe and Japan,” 
PERC said. 

“In other words, China's 
importance as a market so far 
has been outw eighi ng its 
threat as a regional competi- 
tor for most countries Asia,” 


tiie Hong Kong-based consul- 
tancy said. 

It cited forecasts for speci- 
fic industries to outline Chi- 
na's importance as a market. 

China has become the 
second largest beer- 
consuming country and by 
the end of the decade will 
overtake the United States as 
the largest. 

It will be installing nearly 
10 times more telephones 
than the second leading 
growth market in Asia — 
India — and in power, will be 
adding every year the current 
total generating capacity that 
exists in Switzerland. 

The growth in intra- 
regional trade, with China at 
its centre, has also been 
accompanied by a dramatic 
increase in intra-Asia direct 
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51 Odense native 
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THE BETTER HALF,, 


By Glasbergen 



“I ordered checks with angels printed 
on them... since we’re barely getting 
by on a wing and a prayer!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Hanri Amokl and Mka ArghHon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


ROI 

N/IN 

1 





r -> 


Myouriwr 
about MW® 
and Ed? 

\ m 


BBwkHha- - 
hoard John 


ta* Joe.; 


eiS»1«imMdhSwta!.K- 
MRwRawit 


ORRMA 




r > 


VOCEN 

X 





WHAT A 50 ARP IMG 
HOUSE 15 OFTEN 
FILLS? WITH 


I 

MUSE 

□ 

ZDZ 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- ; 
gested by the above cartoon. 


™ — '■-■■ rTTTTTXl 

(Answers tomorrow) 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: GUEST POPPY MOTION MURMUR 
Answer What the cheerleader considered the rest of 
her squad — A SUPPORT GROUP 




VES,I KNOW^ 
MICKEV MOUSE 
HAS $U0£5.^a 





Andy Capp 


n <muc. 

tf St MQMfH 

•wamgonw 



JUST LISTEN 
HIM, FLO -THE 
*Y CONCEIT/ 

V 





hfswwN 

. THEDART5 
V TROPHY < 
I TWO YEARS 


rr iswT conceit, rube 
- —He JUST UKES T0 1 
BE jjatJECTTVE WHEN 
HffS ON ABOUT HOW 
‘’BRILLIANT HE IS 


E. 



Mptt’n’Jeff 


THERE/ NOWTHEREfcS NO ^ 
REASON WHY BRUNO CANT! 
STAY OUT 




investment with most of the 
investment flowing to China, 
PERC said. 

Japan and South Korea 
have been trig investors, but 
the biggest have been ethnic 
Chinese. 

“Most of this investment 
has come from Taiwan and 
Hong Kong, but significant 
amounts have also come from 
Indonesia, Singapore, 
Malaysia and Thailand,” 
helping bind their economies 
more closely to China, it said. 

The report described cross- 
border business interests of 
ethnic Chinese as the “glue 
linking China to other Asian 
countries.” 

But it cautioned that this 
had (nixed implications. 

“The really important 
thing to note is that no matter 
whidi scenario you paint for 
China’s future, it will entail 
significant risks as well as 
opportunities,” the report 
pointed out. ■ ■ 

"EVery economy in Asia . 
would feel the shock in a m 
“very negative way initially” 
if China’s economy were to 
slump “badly for a sustained 
period" during a post-Deng 
Xiaoping transition phase, 
the report warned. - 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY. 

NOVEMBER 28, 1995 
ARIES: (March 21 to' April 19) 
Know what your personal arms 
are today and just how best to’ 
gain them in a most ethical and 
efficient manner. Be more con- 
cerned with the modern. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
The most powerful person yoa 
know can give you excellent 
advice at this tune to improve 
■your lot in life, so listen careful 

»y- 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21)j 
Yon are inspired just bow to gain 
your finest aspirations today, so 
put your idea in operation quick-j 
ly. Meet persons who can bdpj 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Your mate is relying on 
you for surcease from worry to-; 
day. so do something special for 
this person later this evening and 
you will get overwhelming appre- 
ciation. • 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Contact the most informed per- 
sons you know today and let 
them advise you how best to gate 
your aims of a personal nature. 1 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septan- 1 
ber 22) Striking out in new direct 
tions where your career is con-* 
ccmed is wise today if you are to 
advance and be successful. Stay 
alert. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You hgye an Unexpected 
invitation which could bring you 
much pleasure at this time .and 
meet persons who are very pro^ 
ressive. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Take in added 
interests with kin at thk time and 
get out of that comfortable rut 
you are in which is not very 
profitable. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Get into rivfc 
■career activities today which 
awaits you and confer with those 

:of much experience in them for 
best results. 


1.3 

l.< 

1.5 

1.1 

29. 

l5> 

10 ' 

6 .; 

6.; 

5.< 

U 

0“ 

7. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 w 
January 20) Study your property 


and try to multi* them more 
modem and through this add to 
tbpir value. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Bring those fine 
talents you have to the forefront 
at this time and you get excellent £ 

results in dealing with others in ■ 
higher positions. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Mud) 
20} Be more cognizant of what is 1 
going on in the modern 
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Elegance without frills - everlasting 
brilliance 

RADO HAS made a name for itself on the international 
-Witch scene because of two major factors above all. 
fks&y, the masterful processing of scratchproof 
j tifterials that make Rado products look just as 
. beautiful and unblemished after years as on the first 
.day. And secondly, no-frills design whose ageless 
'yaikSty stands out gratifyingly from the competition 
dnd gives Rado timepieces their individualistic 
unmistakable character. 

' The entire upper surface of the watch is protected by a 
scratchproof sapphire crystal. Of particular elegance: 
■. The supple bracelet made of scratchproof ceramics 
elements and enhanced by gold-coloured connecting 

- jtibcas. To see it is a pleasure for the eyes; to put it on 

- the wrist gives a completely new, unique sensation of 
_ wearer-comfort. 
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Mideast stock markets compete 
to link Europe and Asia 



DUBAI (AFP) — Middle 
Eastern cities arc compet- 
ing to set up a main stock 
market that would bridge 
the gap between Euro- 
pean and Asian financial 
centre after the year 2000, 
economists said at a week- 
long conference here. 

"There will be only 
room for one financial 
centre in this region,” Bri- 
tain's former chancellor of 
the exchequer Nigel Law- 
son told the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) Interna- 
tional Forum (EEF) which 
opened Saturday. 

A Middle Eastern 
financial centre would 
bridge the nine-hour gap 
between Asia’s and 
Europe’s market places, 
he told Arab businessmen 
at the five-day meeting 
touted as the region's 
answer to Switzerland's 
Davos Conference. 

In the race between the 
declared candidates, 
Dubai has gained the edge 
over Beirut despite Leba- 
non’s muiti-billion-dollar 
plan to transform its capit- 
al from the ruins of its 
1975-1990 civil war into a 
London of the Middle 
East. 

Dubai has the advan- 
tage of being far from 
tension with Israel, look- 
ing eastward to the fast- 
growing Asian markets, 
and having the region’s 
largest industrial free 
zone at Jebel Aii, Mr. 
Lawson added. 

There Is no stock mar- 
ket yet in Dubai, but the 
UAE’s state minister of 
finance Ahmad Tayer said 
the government has plans 
for a floor to replace the 
semi-official stock market 
in Abu Dhabi. 

“We have not decided’’ j 
between Dubai nad Abu 
Dhabi, but the “stock 
market will be fined with 
a system serving all the 
Emirates,'’ be told AFP, 

Other countries are 
preparing for the race as 
wtD: Bahrain and Oman 
set up stock markets a few 
years ago, while Kuwait’s 
floor, the oldest in the 
Gulf as it was established 
in 1952, became compute- 
rised Saturday. 

Qatar also plans a stock 
market in 1996, while 
Saudi Arabia a quotation 
system for local com- 
panies similar to Abu 
Dhabi’s. 


“In two yean lime, alt 
six Gulf countries will 
have stock markets," 
Oman security market ex- 
ecutivc president 
Mahmoud At Jarw&ni 
from Muscat said. 

But the chairman of the 
British Bank of the Mid- 
dle East, William Purvcs, 
said: “You can't have six 
successful stock markets 
as there are not enough 
companies. The place 
where growth is the fas- 
test decides where it 
should be.” 

U.S. Ann Anderson 
Consulting delegate John 
Skerritt compared the 
markets planned in each 


of the Gulf countries with 
“large parking lots used 
by few cars.” 

Abdul Latif Hamad, 
chairman of the Kuwait- 
based Arab Fund for Eco- 
nomic and Social De- 
velopment, presented fi- 
gures showing the Gulf to 
be a minor player in the 
world's markets. 

Out of a trill ion-do I tar 
total capitalisation in the 
38 emerging stock mar-' 
kets of Latin America, 
Asia, Africa and Eastern 
Europe, the Gulf 
accounted for S67 billion 
only. 

Mr. Jarwani said that 
this argument was not 


enough to make the Gulf 
countries agree on a single 
stock market, as each 
sought specific internal 
benefits. 

Gulf states are setting 
up stock markets to 
“attract savers and fore- 
ign investors, check capit- 
al drain and help carry out 
privatisation all needed 
to help their oil- 
dependent economies 
overcome the effects of 
weak oil prices. 

Mr. Hamad forecast 
that the Gulf’s stock mar- 
kets “will compete be- 
tween themselves 1 * for 
capital but that “only the 
best will survive.” 
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A review of news from the Arabic press 




Bus drivers caught stealing ticket 
proceeds from cash boxes 

■m* ABOUT 17 bus drivers employed by the Public 
Transport Corporation were caught stealing money from 
the cash boxes in the vehicles. The management of the 
corporation had doubted the cash yield from ticket 
proceeds despite operating on busy routes of the capital 
and heavy public pressure to put more buses cm the routes 
passing through the Ragharian depot. Information to police 
about the situation consolidated the doubts and a plan to 
catch the drivers red-handed was successfully carried out. 
All the drivers confessed to having been stealing the money 
from boxes for some time by using duplicate keys. The 
thieves were transferred to the attorney-general for further 
investigation (A1 Ra'i). 

Vice squad begins monitoring 
cinemas , public places and nightclubs 

THE vice squad at the Amman police directorate has 
recently started monitoring public places and nightclubs in j 
addition to combatting "obvious prostitution.” A sew 
responsibility for monitoring cinemas was also added to the 
filiations of the vice squad after many people complained 
of movies showing pornographic scenes and advertisement : 
posters that offend public decency. The section was 
entrusted with investigating any case concerning morale, 
including any violations that might occur at nightclubs. If 
found to have committed any offence, the dubs can be 
closed for short periods of time or fined besides having to 
provide guarantees that such offences will not be repeated 
i (Al Dustour) 

j Tomato prices rises 125% 

** TOMATO PRICES have soared since last week when 
j a kilogramme could be bought for 100 fils. Now, with a 125 
| per cent increase, a kilogramme sells for 250 fils even 
though the quality is not as good. The higher prices are due 
| to the cold weather which affocted the country and to the 
} delay in tomato planting in some regions. The prices are 
f expected to continue rising gradually until mid December 
when supplies from the southern regions start coming to 
the market. Supplies from Central Ghor are expected in 
early January (Al Dustour). 

Investors working on setting up 
'Amman Country Club’ 

i 

** A GROUP of Jordanian and Arab businessmen and 
financiers are setting up a public shareholding company 
that will have many touristic activities, among which will be 
the establishment of a club that will be known as the 
“Amman Country Club.” Shaher Al Tabbaa, chairman of 
the founding committee, said the company will have a JD 5 
mi lion capital and that the two years of studies had 
confirmed that Amman was really in need of a comprehen- 
sive dub within a new concept and a soda!, educational and 
recreational aims. The dub will be set up on 105 dunums of 
land at Al Yadoudeh area, near the Ghamadan park and 12 
kilometres' from the Seventh Circle. The total cost will be in 
the range of JD 10 million including the cost of real estate, 
buildings and furniture in addition to founding and 
operating expenses. Mr. Tabbaa said. He added chat 
international British companies specialised in the field of 
private dubs have prepared economic feasibility studies 
and preliminary designs and that a prominent consultant 
engineering office was entrusted to lay down the architectu- 
ral engineering designs in coordination with foreign com- 
panies. The dub, which is expected to open in the summer 
of 1997, will comprise various activities that will interest all 
the members of the family of different ages. A high-level 
and important European dub has been contracted to 
mange and operate the Amman Country Club, which will 
employ more than 150 employees to ensure a high-level of 
service and recreational training (Al Aswaq). 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates fat leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange ana bullion markets 
Monday. 


One U.S. dollar 


13532/42 

1.4170/80 

1.5870/80 

1.1422/32 

29.13/17 

4.8712/62 

1594.2/5.7 

101.42/52 

6.5060/60 

6.2540/90 

5.4873/71 

1.4117/17 

0.7400/05 

7.7345/55 


One sterling SI. 5590/00 


Canadian dollar 
Deinscbemariu 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 


sterling 

(ounce) 


$383.15/383.65 


FRESH PORK MEAT 
JNFUHAJS 



. -.BA UX SLAUGHTER AT 
OUR FARM 

-FRESH CUTS TO YOUR 
TASTE . 
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RtNTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shviemmi 

Tel: 693399 
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' Pizza & Snacks 
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PAWO 

Tel: 642830 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

in Um Uthaina. 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments and i 
villas 

Fumished/unfurnished for 
rent or sale 

iAbdoun Real Estate 

[ Tel: 810605, 810609, 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality! in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


JUMBO phot, 

• 30% tmrmmr 


Frwm aafary*- 

mt 20 x 30 am 


Shmetwni Opp. Grutdlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swcfich tel: 823891 i 
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ASSARAYA 

Rent a car £ 

Head Office 

Tel. 06-684771 / Fax 684973 
Aqaba Office 
Tel. 03-316265 /Fax 316265 
Emergency Call 24 Hours 
079 / 21526 

Shmtonni King Atxiuiian Cardans 
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REAL ESTATE 


Furnished, 
apartment 
3 Bedrooms 
5 th circle 

for farther (Ms please call 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 


UiUa 1 

For Sale! 
or Rent | 
. In Abdoun 

I 1300 m2 

iTel 63264: 



OiOWH HOTf 


WIG P001 tit 
SI JACUZZi M 


| TEL 753180 W ' 

office 605843 - 690157 , 
I RADIO & TV STATION RD.- 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman . 

*lpm /ithheu U tfuuvAtt 

l r& I 


Quality Furnished Suites 

One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


f^VILLA^= 

D'ANGELO 




AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
J a ba 1 Amman 
Tel 638212 
Air-conditioned Lounge 


HilMARn 



i.d 35 JGC[ j.d 18,5001 


IZWwstPER STEAM IKON 

ON SALE AT Tel : 6I3M7 > 8234 S 4 • 
K7ei5 . 693467 . 603383 - 644005 . 
< • S*1B1 ■ 626363 • $40737 . M3474 
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Ajax hot favourites 
for World Club Cup 


TOKYO (R) — Ajax Amsterdam of the 
Netherlands and Gremio of Brazil will be 
looking to win the World Club Cup for die 
second time when they meet at the Olympic 
Stadium op Tuesday. 

Ajax, who won the battle between the 
European and South American champions in 
1972, start as clear favourites against the 
Brazilians, who lifted the cup in 1983. 

Ajax arrive unbeaten in their last 65 match- 
es and with widespread praises ringing in their 
ears after their outstanding 2-0 demolition of 
Real Madrid in the Champions League last 
Wednesday, 

Real’s Manager Jorge Valdano said after- 
wards: “Ajax are not just the team 6f die 
nineties, they are approaching football uto- 
pia, Their concept of the game is exquisite yet 
they have a physical superiority as well. They 
are beauty and the beast.” 

Only one player over the age of 25 — 
defender Danny Blind — is likely to play for 
Ajax on Tuesday — and their strike force, 
which has already scored SS goals in only 15 
league games, could give the Brazilian de- 
fence a torrid time. 

Ajax evoke memories of the Netherlands’ 
“total football” philosophy of the 1970s, with 
attackers, midfielders and defenders all ready 
to move into any position, making runs and 
space for each other. 

And with players like teenager Patrick 
;KIuivert. who scored the European Cup- 
winning goal against Milan, Marc Overman, 
Nigerian Finidi George and lethal Finn Jari 
J.Utmanen spearheading the attack, Ajax can 
Ttiterally create and score goals from any- 
where. 

In contrast, Gremio play a for more physic- 
al, intimidating game, reflected by their bot- 
tom position in die Brazilian championship’s 
fair play league in which the 24 teams accumu- 
late points for each yellow and red card 
; received. 


Vienna in May. 

Van Gaal has few injury worries, but the 
signs of a strenuous fixture list are beginning 
to tell on his relatively small squad with 
international defender Frank de Boer a 
doubt. 

Van Gaal is aware that Gremio have a 
reputation as a tough, physical side, but is not 
expected to change his team's style of play. 
“We can’t afford to let them upset our 


rhythm. They’re a tough side that always 
i.Tney’li 


attacks the opposition. They’ll be very hard to 
break down,” he said. 

Ajax will have to keep an eye on Gremio’s 
top scorer Jardel, who has reportedly plun- 
dered 45 goals tiiis year in all competitions — 
although Brazilian teams play up to three 
times a week. 

Jardel and strike partner Paulo Nunes have 
a good understanding and can unscrew de- 
fences with neat one-twos. 

However, the main attacking ploy is to 
bring on striker Alexandre, a tricky winger, 
late in the game. 

Gremio do not play with the style expected 
of a Brazilian team. They won the Liberta- 
dores Cup with a series of rough and uncom- 
promising performances in which the emph- 
asis was heavily on tough marking and tactical 
organisation. 

Only defender Arilson. goalkeeper Darn- 
lei, and midfielder Dinho, have any Brazil 


caps although right-back Francisco Arce and 
lefei 


While Ajax have mixed light training with ' 
-L- ... . ipital, Grexni< 


cultural visits in the Japanese capital, Grefaio 
have been moaning to the Brazilian press 
about Ajax having better training facilities. 

But that won't bother Louis Van Gaal’s 
youngsters who have swept all before them in 
-Europe this season, culminating in their 
champions cup victory over AC Milan in 


centra] defender Catalino Rivarola have 
numerous caps for Paraguay between them. 

Dinho has already won the title twice with 
Sao Paulo but, on the negative side, he has 
been sent off four times this year and during 
the Libertadores Cup quarter-final at home to 
Palmeiras aimed an Eric Cantona-style kung 
fu kick at an opponent after having been 
dismissed. 

Gremio are aware but unworried that Ajax 
are hot favourites. “Barcelona and Milan also 
turned their noses up at us, thinking they had 
everything won," Dinho said referring to 
when he played for Sao Paulo. Jardel said: 
“You win football on the field.” 

In 33 matches since the World Club Cup 
was first held in 1960, South American teams 
have won 20 times, European teams 13. It was 
not held in 1975 or 1978. 


Sonics give Bulls their 2nd loss 


SEATTLE (R) — Gary 
Payton scored 26 points and 
Shawn Kemp added 25 as the 
Seattle Superson i cs overcame 
a 16-point third-quarter de- 
ficit' to hand the Chicago 
Bulb just their second loss, 
97-92 on Sunday. . .. 

; Kemp, who had lO points 
in a 22-4 third-quarter Sonics’ 
spur t, grabbed 14 rebounds 
and Payton handed out 11 
assists for Seattle (10-51, 
which won its third straight 
over Chicago and is unbeaten 
in five home games. 

“For us to play like that in 
the first half and come back 
with some fire in the second 
half showed a lot about this 
team,” Kemp said. “You get 
pumped playing against any 
guys 'who have won cham- 
pionships or have been suc- 
cessful. Not every team has a 
guy like Michael (Jordan) or 
Scottie (Pippen).” 

Jordan, who was stripped 
by Payton in a key play de- 
priving Chicago of a chance 
to tie or go ahead late in the 
fourth quarter, scored 22 
points and Luc Longley 
added a career-high 21 points 
for Chicago (10-2) , which had 
its five-game winning streak 


Jordan said. “We were back 
on our beds. They came out 
and played extremely well in 
the second half. Defensively, 
they stepped up their press- 
ure and we lost our poise, 
and from that point on, we 
were just totally out of 
synch.” 

Jordan and Pipen scored 
just five points apiece in the 
second half. Pippen missed 
all six tree-throw attempts in 
the fourth quarter. 

Pippen had 18 points and 
12 rebounds for the BuDs, 
who have lost in Seattle for 
the last three seasons. 

In Detroit, Terry Mills hit 
a 25-footer with three-tenths 
of a second left to give the 
Pistons a 102-100 victory over 
the two-time defending 
Champion Houston Rockets. 

The Rockets (10-3), who 
have dropped two in a row 
after a seven-game winning 


streak, had taken a 100-99 
lead on Hakeem Qlajuwon's 
15-footer with 3.5 seconds 
left 

After a timeout. Grant IfiD 
inbounded to the top of the 
key to Mills, who dribbled 
left.. and laungjed the go-, 
ahead shot 

Allan Houston scored a 
season-high 35 pants and 
Mills added 19 for the Pis- 
tons, who snapped a five- 
game losing streak against 
the Rockets. 

Lindsey Hunter had 16 
points and a career-high 10 
rebounds, ex-rocket Otis 


Thorpe added 12 points and 
11 rebounds and Hill scored 


11 points for the Pistons. 
Clyde 


lyde Drexler scored 22 
points and Olajuwon added 
19 for the Rockets, who lost 
for the first time in nine 
games this season when lead- 
ing after three quarters. 


NBA RESULTS 


just overtook us/ 


Charlotte 

111 

Boston 

109 

Detroit 

102 

Houston 

100 

Minnesota 

105 

Milwaukee 

102 

Seattle 

97 

Chicago 

92 

Sacramento 

99 

New Jersey 

92 


Gunshots end middleweight boxing event 


CAPE TOWN (AFP) — 
An international boxing 
bout between England’s 
Warren Stone and South 
African boxer Simon Mase- 
ko was abandoned Sunday 
after a security guard was 
killed during an attempted 
armed robbery. 

The 10-round mid- 
dleweight bout at a sports 
centre in Gugulethu black 
township near here was 
being shown live on televi- 
sion and viewers watched 
in amazement as the boxers 
dived out of the ring and 
pandemonium broke out 


among the 1,000 specta- 
tors. 


Four or five men fired 
about five shots as they 
tried to steal the gate 
money, killing the guard 
counting the takings at the 
ticket table. A bullet also 
grazed the leg of a boxing 
trainer. 


The men fled empty 
handed in two cars. The 
event was cancelled by star- 
tled officials who declared 
the fight a “no decision,” 
the domestic news agency 
SAPA said. 


A spokesman for the nil- ■ 
ing African National Con- 
gress, Ronnie Mamoepa, 
branded the incident an 
affront to South African 
boxing and sport and called 
on police and sports orga- 
nisers to tighten security. 

Western Cape province’ 
police commissioner Andre - 
Beukes said every attempt 
would be made to catch 
those responsible for the 
“brutal murder at a sports 
event on a quiet Sunday 
afternoon.” 

Western Cape Attorney- 


General Frank Khan 
blamed the government for 
the incident, which he de- 
scribed as “a disgrace." 

“For two years I have 
been asking for more 
money for justice and for 
the police to step up our 
security and our protection 
services." he said. 

“But it has fallen of deal 
eare. If Cape Town wants 
to host the Olympics in 
2004. central government 
funds for justice and law 
and order should be made 
available immediately." 



Green Bay Packers receiver Robert Brooks b mobbed by 
fans after catching a second q aa rtcr touchdow n pas at 
Laoriiean Field In Green Bay- Teammate Mark Ingram also 


Mas the celebration, aa the Packers defeated the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers 35-13 (Renters photo) 


Marino breaks all- time TD pass record 


INDIANAPOLIS (AFP) — 
American football records 
have brought nothing but 
misery to Dan Marino. 

The Miami quarterback 
toppled his third National 
Football League all-time pas- 
sing mark this year, but re- 
mained winless in those out- 
ings after Jim Harbaugh 
marked Incftanavotis past toe 
Dolphins 36-28 here Sunday. 

Marino’s six-yard touch- 
down to Keith Byars was his 
343rd career touchdown pass, 
breaking the mark set in 1981 
by Fran Tarkenton. But 
hopes dimmed on Marino’s 
goal of a Super Bowl tide as 
Miami fell to 6-6. 

“Not winning takes away 
from enjoying the record,” 
Marino said. “We have toe 
talent to win. I am proud of 
the record. Fm trying to en- 
joy this as much as I can 
considering we lost. It’s 
strange how these records are 
caning on losses.” 

Manno, who set yardage 
and completion marks earlier 
this year, threw for 254 yards 
and four touchdowns but 
committed two turnovers. 
Colts’ passer Jim Harbaugh 
threw three first-half touch- 
downs and ran for another. 

Critics wonder if Don Shu- 
la, the NFL's all-time win- 
mngest coach at age 65, can 
guide Miami back to the Su- 
per Bowl — especially in light 


of toe huge sums spent to 
upgrade the Dolphins' talent 
before the season. 

Shula has no answers after 
three consecutive losses. 

/ “We played poorly from 
the start,” be said. “It’s very 
upsetting and very mystify- 
ing. I am as disappointed and 
upset as I can get.” 

The Colts moved within a 
of AFC East Diviaon- 
Bufjfalo, which lost 35- 
25 to New England. Drew 
Bledsoe threw three touch- 
down passes to Ben Coates 
for the Patriots while rookie 
rusher Curtis Martin ran for 
148 yards. 

Thurman Thomas moved 
O J. Simpson in Buffalo his- 
tory with his 71st touchdown 
run to give the Bills (84) a - 
25-13 lead before the Pat- 
riotis rallied. 


“I don’t know what to toll 
you,” Bills coach Marv Levy 
said. “When you get a lead, 
you expect to come out 
ahead.” 

Reigning champion San 
Francisco had no such wor- 
ries in routing St. Louis 41- 
13. Stevel Young, toe 49ers’ 
quarterback, returned from a 
sot-week layoff due to an 
injured left shoulder and 
threw for 226 yards and three 
touchdowns. 

The 49ers (84) returned to 
sole possession of the NFC 
West Division lead when 
Atlanta (7-5) was upset 40-37 
in over-time at Arizona. 
Greg Davis kicked a 28-yard 
field goal 1:43 into the extra 
period far the victory after 
missing from 45 yards at toe 
end of regulation time. 

Arizona’s Dave Krieg 


threw for 413 yards and four 
touchdowns, toe last with 
1:57 remainin g to force over- 
time. Only 35,147 people 
were on hand to watch the 
Cardinals, who reportedly 
-are considering' a move to 
Los Angeles. 

Houston and Cleveland, 
.two other dubs p lanning to 
leave their home cities for 
richer deals, had mixed re- 
sults and messages in home 
matches. Cleveland lost 20-17 
to arch-rival Pittsburgh in'! 
what could be their final 
meeting while Houston out- 
dueled Denver 42-33. 


NFL RESULTS 


Chicago 

27 

NY Giants 

24 

New England 

35 

Brtlhlo 

25 

Philadelphia 

14 

Washington 

7 

Indianapolis 

36 

Miami • 

28 

Green Bay 

35 

Tampa Bay 

13 

Cincinnati 

17 

JarfcaonvMc 

13 

nuflwirgn 

29 

Cleveland 

17 

San Francisco 

41 

St. Lonb 

13 

NY Jets 

16 

Seattle 

10 

Houston 

42 

Denver 

33 

Arizona 

40 

Atlanta 

37<OT) 

New Orleans 

34 

Carottna 

26 


Houston’s Chris Chandler 
threw three touchdown pas- 
ses and Marion Butts ran for 
two more before a low turn- 
out of 36,113. Fans stayed 
away rather than watch a dub 
whose owner has signed a 
deal to leave for much- 
smaller Nashville. 

At Cleveland, more than 
60,000 yelled with joy at a 
hard-fought renewal of one 
of toe league’s oldest rival- 
ries. Pittsburgh kept toe foot- 
ball for the game’s final nine 
minutes and moved the Sted- 
ers (84) within a victory of 
cKncfaing a playoff berth. 

Philadelphia beat 
Washington 14-7 and Green 
Bay beat Tampa Bay 35-13, 
giving both winners their 
eight triumph of the season. 


Mauritania 

rewrite 

soccer 

script 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Mauritania, a country 
whose list of soccer successes 
could be written on the back 
of a postage stamp, are 
poised to win their first senior 
trophy. 



The national team frfaiithe 
largely desert west African 
state will have home advan- 
tage when they tadfl eg'dc- 
f end ing championsfsSerrt 


Leone on Tuesd a^m^ fjiai 


of the Amilcar _ r , 

an annual regional tourna- 
ment. 


In the semi-finals at the 
weekend, Thiemokho 
Mohamed Lekouery scored 
his second cup goal in the 
55th minute to give the 
Mauritanians a 1-0 victory 
over surprise packets- Guinea 
Bissau in Nouakchott. 

Sierra Leone, one of the 16! 
teams challenging for the 
African Nations' Cup in 
January, took a first-half lead 
over Cape Verde through 
Amidou Diallo and clinched 
a final place when, Aboul 
Bangoura netted - with four 
minutes left. ’* 


Among the countries eli- 
minated after the mini-league 
first round were traditional 
title contenders Mali, Guinea 
and Senegal, who foiled de- 
spite the heroic efforts of 
five-goal Mamadoo 
Mamoune Diop. 

Another little soccer na- 
tion with cause to celebrate 
were Rwanda, who held 
hosts Uganda goalless in the 
opening match of the East 
and Central Africa Senior 
Challenge Cup. 

It was the first competitive 
appearance of the Rwanda 
national team since the coun- 
try was plunged into a civil 
war last year which claimed 
more than 500,000 lives. 

George Masatu netted with 
four minutes left to rescue a 
point for Tanzania against 
Ethiopia, who led twice 
through goals from Tesfaye 
Asegi and Kadafe Afwerki. 
Edward Mofesi was the other" 
Taifa Stars’ scorer. 

* v Algerian dub "JS Kabylie 
snatched a 1-1 draw against 
Julius Berger of Nigeria in a 
sensational finish to "the first 
leg of the 'African Cup- 
winners' Cup final at the Oni- 
kan Stadium in Lagos. 

Substitute Taiwo Oloyede 
appeared to have won the 
match for the local dub when 
he scored with one minute 
left only for veteran forward 
Djamel Men ad to equalise in 
the dying seconds. 

Julius Berger, who had. 
vowed to lift the trophy in 
memory of Amir Angwe, 
who collapsed during the 
semi-final triumph over Max- 
aquene of Mozambique and 
died in hospital, now face an 
■uphill task in Algiers on De- 
cember 8. 

JS Kabylie are attempting 
to become the fourth dub 
after Canon Yaounde and 
Union Douala of Cameroon 
and Ai-Ahli of Egypt to win 
Champions and Cup- 
Winners’ Cups. 
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FLY TO THE 


INDIAN SUB 


(jTulf Air flies nonstop from Amman to the Gulf with a host of convenient 
onward connections to Bombay, Delhi, Trivandrum, Madras, Colombo, 
Dhaka and Karachi. Whichever class you travel, you’D fly in comfort and 
style, enjoying our traditional hospitality'. Gulf Air. Come aboard for a 
world of difference. 


CONTOENT 


GULT^YIR 



FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ROUTES AND SERVICES. CONTACT YO* fR LOCAL 
TR AVEL AGENT OR GULF AIR ON ri? 3613. 
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CINfiMA TEL 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Kevin Costner 
in 

WATERWORLP 


Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6:00. 8:30, 10:45 


CINEMA 


TEL: 699238 


PLAZA 


Nadia A1 Jundi, Farouq Fishawi 
and Mahmoud Hamideh 
in 

A Woman Who shook 
the Throne of Egypt 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL’ 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD “I" 

Nadia Al Jundi. Farouq Fishawi 
and Mahmoud Hamideh ...in 
A Woman Who shook the Throne 
of Egypt 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:30 
CONCORD “2” 
Sylvester Stallone.. in 

ASSASSINS 

Shows: 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:15 
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ammoun theatre 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 


MUSA HUAZIM 
“ Sumaa" 


m 


Hi Citizen 


daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 
TEL: 625155 


in view of the travel 
of the actors abroad 
the theatre is closed 
until further notice 
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beared cricket tarns lay on the ground awaiting medical attention after a portion of the Vidurbhtt Cricket Stadium 
coBap aed on Sunday (Reuters photo; 

Doctors battle to treat cricket tragedy victims 


NAGPUR, India (AFP) — 
Doctors battled Monday to 
save critically injured victims 
of the Nagpur cricket tragedy 
lor which an official inves- 
tigation has been ordered. 

The collapse of a wall dur- 
ing the one-day international 
between India and New Zea- 
land at the Vidarbha Cricket 
Association (VCA) stadium 
in the western victy left nine 
dead and around 70 injured. 

Vithal Mahtuiev Khare, a 
surgeon at the state-run In- 
dira Gandhi Medical College 
General Hospital . said five of 
the SS patients admitted 
there after the collapse were 
in critical condition. 

"It was very difficult to 
treat the patients initially be- 


cause thousands of friends, 
relatives and well-wishers 
crowded the hospital,*’ he 
told AFP. ’’Now we have 
streamlined operations a lit- 
tle bn. 

“We are doing every bit to 
treat the patients. Some col- 
leagues have been working 
round-the-clock and the state 
government has offered us 
every help.” he said. 

The stadium is to host a 
cricket World Cup match be- 
tween West Indies and Zim- 
babwe early next year. 

The tragedy occurred when 
“•a large crowd in the eastern 
stand rushed up a narrow 
staircase just before the lunch 
break to look down on the 
pitch, witnesses said. 


The wall collapsed without 
warning, they added, and 
around 1UJ people fell almost 
411 feet M2 metres*. 

The brick stand was reno- 
vated last month with the 
World Cup in mind at a cost 
of 30 million rupees 
($937,500). Capacity has 
been increased to 40,000 
spectators from 24,000. 

Some 40,000 people were 
at the match, in which New 
Zealand defeated India by 99 
runs after running up a mam- 
moth 348 for eight, the rhird- 
highest score in one-day in- 
ternationals. 

Many people who witnes- 
sed the accident shouted de- 
mands that the match be 
abandoned during the lunch 


interval, but a VCA official, 
said “there would have been 
a riot if we had done that." 

The New Zealand and In- 
dian players were not told of 
the deaths until after the 
match. 

The government of Mahar- 
ashtra state, of which Nagpur 
is winter capital, ordered an 
inquiry late Sunday. It is to 
give 50,000 rupees ($1,500) 
to the family of each of the 
dead and 5.(KK) rupees ($156) 
each to the injured. 

The VCA is also to give 
50.000 rupees to the families 
of the dead and pay for the 
treatment of injured, accord- 
ing to its President Prabhakar 
Raniachandra Mundle. 


Miklavc edges Meyer 
in World Cup slalom 


South Africa win 
Four Nations Cup 
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park ary, ut*h my — 

Unheralded Andrcj Miklavc 
. of Slovenia on Sunday won a 
World Cup slalom race that 
featured one of the oddest 
results of this, or any, season. 

The 25-year-old outrider 
produced a remarkable 
second run to record a two- 
ran total time of one minute 
38.72 seconds, an eyeblink 
ahead of Christian Mayer of 
Austria, who clocked 
1:38.73. 

Fabio de Cringa of Italy 
made it a dean podium 
sweep for racers who began 
in the second seed group, 
finishing third with a tunc of 
138.84. 

Sebastien Amiez of 
Fiance, l e ade r after the first 
ran, faded to fourth in 
138.95. Jure Kocir added to 
the Slovenian success by 
coming in fifth, just ahead of 
teammate Mitja Kune in 

RTTth 

Miklavc, who was only 13 
quickest in the first run and 
had never finished higher 
than eight in a World Cop 
.race, demonstrated he has 
recovered fully from a serioas 
knee injury be suffered just 
eighth months ago. 

Miklavc benefited from 
■*irting third cm the second 


ran, before a sodden snow 
squall made visibility more 
difficult and softened the 
snow. 

The Slovenian also was 
aided by the misfortune of a 
number of brarilng racer*. 

Alberto Tomba of Italy kfr 
the course on the first run, as 
did Michael Tritschcr of Au- 
stria, who won last week's 
slalom, and current World 
Cup leader Michael Von 
Gruenigcn of Switzerland, 
winner of Saturday’s giant 
slalom. 

Lasse Kjus of Norway, 
who was second after the first 
ran and had a dunce to 
overtake Von Gruenigcn in 
t be overall standings, t k i d ri e d 
off the coarse in ms second- 
ran. 

Mfldavc saw a rare window 
of opportunity and leaped 
through it. 

“I qrnddy realised Z had 
the perfect chance, the per- 
fect start for the second ran,” 
he said his prime start posi- 
tion on the deteriorating 
course. 

It was no coincidence that 
Miklavc (19), Mayer (21) and 
De Crigzus (18) all began the 
first run with trodesiraWe 
start positions. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living room, dining 
’room, sitting room, 2 balconies, telephone, central 
■heating, 2 car parking. Located at Shmeisani- 
Engineers Housing. 

. For more information cafl owner TeL 641113, 642291 
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CAREER OPPORTUNITY 

A LEADING TRAVEL COMPANY IS 
SEEKING SALES EXECUTIVES TO 
JOIN ITS TEAM. 

THE POSITION INVOLVES CORRESPONDING 
WITH FOREIGN COMPANIES, PREPARING 
OFFERS AND TRAVELING ABROAD ON 
SALES CALLS. APPLICANTS SHOULD HAVE 
AVERY GOOD COMMAND OF THE ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE (ANY OTHER LANGUAGE IS AN 
ASSET) AND SHOULD BE VERY HIGHLY 
MOTIVATED. FOREIGN NATIONALS LIVING IN 
JORDAN PERMANENTLY ARE WELCOME TO 
APPLY. 

PLEASE SEND YOUR CV PLUS A SHORT 
ESSAY ABOUT YOURSELF TO THE 
FOLLOWING ADDRESS: 

SALES MANAGER 
P.O. BOX 408, AMMAN 11118, 
JORDAN 

(PERSONAL APPLICATIONS AND FAXES 

WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED) 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Hosts South Africa won the 
Four Nations Cup on Sunday 
with a 2-0 victory over neigh- 
bours Zimbabwe in the final 
match of the six-day tourna- 
ment at soccer city. 

South Africa finished with 
seven points, three more than 
second-placed Egypt, who 
beat Zambia 3-1 earlier in 
front of some 30.000 specta- 
tors in Johannesburg. 

The goals from Sou Bart- 
lett gave South Africa their 
2-0 win and victory'in the 
tournament, designed as a 
warm-up for the country's 
hosting of the African Na- 
tions Cup finals in January. 

Bartlett beat Zimbabwean 
goalkeeper Bruce Grobbe- 
laar after 20 minutes for the 


opening goal and wrapped up 
proceedings with his second 10 
minutes from the end. 

Grobbelaar made two bril- 
liant stops to deny South 
Africa an even bigger win- 
ning margin. 

But South Africa spent a 
good deal of their time on the 
backfoot against a nwhahift 
Zimbabwean side, who were 
late replacements for Nigeria 
in th'e four-team line-up. 

Nigeria had their invitation 
withdrawn after the hanging 
of dissident Ken Saro-wiwa 
and eight others earlier this 
month 

Egypt, who had been 
beaten by South Africa on 
Friday night, rebounded back 
with a polished performance 
against a tired Zambian 
team. 


DUTY FREE CAR FOR SALE 

INFINITY G20 1991. U.S. specifications. Excellent 
condition, all options. Asking price $13,500. Car 
can be seen at 6th Circle, behind Khouii 
Pharmacy, near Amra Hotel. 

For appointment call 753097 or 645745 






zarqa - free zone 
Tel: 09-916266 - Fax: 09-916260 
************************ 



1- A wide variety of Mitsubishi Pajero 1995, 
full options ,3000cc and 3500cc 

2- T0Y0TA Landcruiser VX-R 1995 

3- Chrysler Grand Voyager LE ,1995 

In addition to a wide variety of 
Japanese and German cars 
(special prices) 

Cali Hazem Jabari 


Aberdeen win Scottish League Cup 


GLASGOW (R) — Aber- 
deen ended five barren years 
without u trophy when goals 
from Billy Dodds and Dun- 
can Shearer gave them a 2-0 
victory over Dundee in the 
Scottish League Cup final at 
Hampden Park on Sunday. 

The victory clinched a 
place for Aberdeen in next 
season's UEFa Cup — a 
remarkable turnaround for' 
the club that came dose to 
being relegated for the first 
time in their 92-year history 
just seven months ago. 

Dodds, who spent five 
years at Dundee, cracked 
home the opening goal 
against his old team after 33 
minutes when Dundee's 
French goalkeeper Michel 
Pagcaud failed to hold a 
cross-shot from Stephen 
Glass. Dodds fired in the 
rebound for his fifth goal in 
the competition. 

Shearer, 33. a late replace- 
ment for the injured Scon 
Booth, headed home (he 
second from a glass cross 
after 4b minutes to effectively 
settle the tie. 

For although the first divi- 
sion side battled gamely — 
especially after substitutes 
Gerry Britton and Ian 
Anderson replaced Paul Tosh 


and Neil McCann for the last 
third of the match — Aber- 
deen were never seriously 
troubled and well worth their 
victory in the 50th league cup 
final. 

Manager Roy Aitken said 
afterwards: “I feel we played 
well and dominated the 
match and got our justifiable 
reward. A dub like Aber- 
deen needs to win trophies 
and this is a significant step in 
the re-building process." 

Aberdeen, who won 10 
major domestic trophies be- 
tween 1979 and 1990 and the 
European Cup Winners' Cup 
in 1983, dominated most of 
the match with Dundee-born 
Glass, Brian Grant, Eoin Jess 
and skipper Stewart McKim- 
mie a continual threat. 

Dundee, who knocked out 
premier division sides Kil- 
marnock and Hearts on their 
way to the final, were not 
disgraced but never hinted 
that they could repeat Raith 
Rovers’ shock defeat over 
Celtic in this final a year ago. 

As well as ending Aber- 
deen’s wait for a first trophy 
since they Iasi won the Scot- 
tish Cup in 1990, the match 
was also the last played at 
Hampden Park before the 
historic south stand is de- 


molished to make way for a 
new grandstand. 

Blackburn regain some 
self-respect 

In London, beleagured En- 
glish champions Blackburn 
drew 0-0 at high-flying 
Arsenal on Sunday and 
although they are still sear- 
ching for their first away win 
of the season, at least they 
regained some self-respect. 

Four days after the tele- 
vised fight between Black- 
bum team mates Greame Le 


with 38 points, followed by 
Manchester United, who play 
Nottingham Forest on Mon- 
day, on 32 points. Anenal 
stay third on 28 points, with 
Blackburn back in 13th place 
with only 17.* 

Although Blackburn never 
readied the heights of last 
week's 7-0 win over Notting- 
ham Forest, they were great- 
ly improved from their losing 
3-0 display in Moscow and- 
showed no signs of the 
alleged dressing room 
schisms and dissent that sur- 
faced in Moscow. Batty's first 


BRITISH SOCCER 


Saux and David Batty during 
their abject display in losing 
3-0 to Spartak Moscow in the 
Champions League, Black- 
burn produced a committed. 
United front to secure only 
their second away point in 
die Premier League this sea- 
son. 

They also ended Arsenal's 
run of seven successive home 
wins and dented the Gun- 
ners' assault on the top plat- 
ings. 

Newcastle, who beat Leeds 
2-1 on Saturday, top the table 


pass to Le Saux after five 
minutes raised gentle, ironic 
cheers from the crowd. 

Dutchman Dennis Bcrg- 
kamp should have done bet- 
ter when be headed wide of 
the post from a Paul Merson 
cross midway through the 
second half. 

Royers thought they had 
won it in the last minute 
when Mike Newell hooked 
(he ball home from an Alan 
Shearer flick, only for the 
goal to be wiped out by an 
offside flag. 


Europe’s big shots turn to the machine gun 


.PARIS (AFP) — Europe's 
big shots packed away their 
sniper rifles and turned to the 
machine gun at the weekend, 
blasting the opposition with a 
flurry of goals. 

Germany's leaders Boras- 
sia Dortmund won 2-0. Paris 
Saint Germain went one bet- 
ter at the top of the French 
league, as did Italy's AC 
Milan and Adetico Madrid in 
Spain. 

Dutch challengers PSV 
Eindhoven, meanwhile, up- 
ped the tempo with five with- 


out reply but even they were 
tramped by Portuguese pace 
setters FC Porto and Sporting 
Lisbon, who both hit their 
rivals for six. 

There were fall-guys 
among the big names, howev- 
er. 

Bayern Munich's dismal 0- 
0 draw at bottom dub FC 
Cologne on Sunday allowed 
Borussia, whose goals came 
from Jurgen Kohler and 
Michael Zorc, to edge two 
points dear in the Bunde&li- 


FOR RENT 

'First floor flat for rent in excellent residential area in 
Shmeisani. Three bedrooms including master bedroom, 
three bathrooms, L-shaped living / dining room, modem 
kitchen, separate central heating, electricity and water 
supply. Telephone line is available. 

Contact Tel: 666839 


TELEX TELEPRINTER FOR SALE 

SWISS MADE Healer SF 330 Easycom 
Electronic with text memory (without punching 
tape), very clean and new (slightly used), 
purchased directly from the agent. 

Interested persons are kindly requested 
to call: 652516 or Fax: 652515 


SIX DELUXE FLATS FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, salon, dining , American style 
kitchen, lift , central heating, telephone line, 
central antenna, intercom. 

Suitable for diplomatic missions and foreign firms. 
Rent to be paid annually :JD 6000 plus 10 per cent 
for services. 

Location: Jabal Amman- A1 Khalidi Hospital Street. 
Call Tel; 637628 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


ADVERTISEMENT 
"INVITATION TO TENDER 11 
WADI ARABA DEEP AQUIFER STUDY, JORDAN 
BOREHOLE DRILLING AND TESTING 

The Jordan Valley Authority, Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation invites experienced 
international and Jordanian drilling 
contractors to submit their offers for drilling 
and testing two deep boreholes, each of 
1 250m±25% in Wadi Araba.- 
The project is financed by a grant secured 
from the Arab Fund for Social and Economical 
Development and Islamic Bank for 
Development. 

Tender documents are available and may be 
examined and purchased from: 

Jordan Valley Authority, Ministry of 

Water and Irrigation 

Tenders and Procurement Department 

P.O. Box; 2769 

Amman - Jordan 

-Tel.: 962 6 689400 
Fax: 962 6 689916 

The non-refundable fund for each set of 
Tender documents is JD 150 and may be 
purchased as of November 22, 1995. 

A pre-bid conference and site visit will be 
organised for the prospective Tenderers on 
Tuesday 12 December, 1995. 

Bids -are due no later than 12:00 hours, 
Jordan local time, on Sunday 07 January, 
1996, to the office of the Tenders and 
Procurement Department, Jordan Valley 
Authority. 

Eng. Hashem Al-Shboul 
Secretary General 
Jordan Valley Authority 


Milan, meanwhile, also 
edged two points ahead as 
Serie A's second-placed side 
Parma was held 1-1 at home 
by Juventus. 

Milan’s ambitious tactics of 
playing a three-pronged 
attack of Yugoslav Dejan 
Savicevic — who got the first 
goal after Just six minutes — 
Liberian George Weah and 
Roberto Baggio paid off with 
a 3-0 success over Piacenza. 

Parma's point came from a 
45th minute equaliser from 
Colombian Faustino Asprilla 
after a ninth-minute opener 
from defender Gro Ferrara. 

Adetico Medrid's reign in 
Spain was also given crucial 


help. While Adetico won 3-0 
against Oviedo, Barcelona 
and Espanol both managed 
no more than 1-1 draws at the 
weekend, Johann Cruyff's 
side against Real Sodedad 
and Espanol against Zarago- 
za. Those results also gave 
Adetico the luxury of a two- 
point cushion. 

And it was the same story- 
line in France, where Pans 
Saint Germain’s 34) win over 
Bordeaux only gave them a 
seven-point advantage at the 
halfway stage of the cham- 
pionship campaign after chief 
rivals Auxene had contrived 
to lose 2-1 to 10-man Guing- 
amp. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTHOUAnSHARJF 
A TANNAtt HIRSCH 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AQ CK 87 6 0884 MKJ3 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
19 Pm t* Pus 

SO Pum 7 

What do you bid now? 

Q. 2 - Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold 

«AK7 C7= vK 108 *AKJI05 

The bidding has proceeded. 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
1? Pm Pm Ml 
Pm Z* Pm ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q. 3 - East- West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*J2 CQ«S C-Q 7 5 3 *K JS 2 


The bidding has 
•NORTH 
U Pm 

3* Pm 

4jP Pm 


SOUTH WEST 
INT Pm 
3NT Pm 


What action do you take? 

Q. 4 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*J 1 0 3 B 7 B C»A 103 OKS «AB 
The bidding’ has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST. 
U Pm 3* Pm 

3a Pm 4o PM 

What action do you take? 

Q- 5 ■ As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*QJ8 OK7852 0A7 +KQ10 
The bidding has proceeded: 

north east south west 

1+ Pm It? PM 
2NT Pm • 

What do you bid new? 

Q. 6 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

OKQJB 07 OAJ6S2 *K 78 

Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one diamond. 

What action do you 
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Libyan exile found murdered in 
London; dissidents blame Tripoli 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
British polios on Monday 
appealed for witnesses to the 
murder of a prominent oppo- 
nent of Libyan leader Muam- 
mar Qadhafi. 

Ali Mohammad Abu Zeid 
was found stabbed to death 
on Sunday at his Loudon 
grocery in west. London. 

A Libyan opposition group 
accused, Libyan government 
agents of the murder, while 
Libyan Foreign Minister 
sources, quoted by by the 
official Libyan news agency 
JANA, said Tripoli had 
asked Britain if it could par- 
ticipate in the investigation. 

In London, police said they 
did not know if anything had 
been stolen from the shop 
and said they had an “open 
mind*’ on the motive for the 
killing. 

They appealed for anyone 
near the shop early on Sun- 
day and who might have seen 
anything suspicious to con- 
tact them. 

"At the moment we are 
keeping an open muttf in 
regard to the motive for the 
murder,'* a police spokesman 
said, adding there was "no 
evidence” pointing to a poli- 
tical killing. 

Libya has asked to take 
part in the investigation into 
the murder of Abu Zeid, the 


official Libyan news agency 
JANA said. 

It said the request from 
Libya’s justice ministry was 
delivered to the British au- 
thorities by the Libyan in- 
terests section in London, in 
the absence of diplomatic 
ties. 

JANA identified the man * 
as Mohammad Abu Zeid, a 
Libyan citizen. 

Abu Zeid, who is married 
and has children, was an ac- 
tive opponent of the Libyan 
regime, the BBC reported. 
He was jailed for 20 months 
in 1993 for dissident activity. 
Two years later he left for 
Britain. 

In 1981, he helped found 
the main Libyan opposition 
movement, the National 
Front for die Salvation of 
Libya (NFSL). The BBC said 
he was involved in a plot, 
organised from Tunis, to 
assassinate Colonel Qadhafi 
in Tripoli in May, 1984. 

Since 1980, at least IS Li- 
byan opposition leaders in 
exile have been murdered in 
London, Rome or Athens. 
Of those, nine took place 
between March and June 
1980. 

Tn September 1984, 
Mohammad Khomsi was 
found strangled to death in 


Leah Rabin assails Labour 
bid to woo religious parties 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — The 
widow of slain Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin on Mon- 
day opposed a rapproche- 
ment between the new Israeli 
government and religious 
parties which already drawn 
fire within the left wing ruling 
coalition. 

"If the government tries to 
draw closer to the religious 
parties at the cost of the 
alliance with Meretz, that will 
not please me,” Leah Rabin 
told state radio. 

The ruling coalition led by 
new Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres is made up of the 
Labour Party with 44 de- 
puties and the left-wing 
Meretz with 12 deputies, as 
well as the two right-wing 
dissidents. Five deputies 
from Israeli Arab parties also 
support the coalition in the 
120-seat Knesset. 

Mr. Peres has tried to 
attract greater support from 
the religious parties to isolate 
the main opposition right- 
wing group Likud, with just 
11 months to go to general 
elections at the end of Octo- 
ber 1996. 

To help set up a dialogue 
wirh the religious parties and 
settlers he brought into his 


government moderate Rabbi 
Yehuda Amit3l as a minister 
without portfolio. 

There have also been con- ! 
tacts between Labour aiid the | 
six deputies of the National i 
Religious Party, forced into a J 
period of soul-searching since 
Mr. Rabin's assassination on ' 
Nov. 4 bv a Jewish fanatic, i 

In a U-turn, party leader 
Zvouloun Hammer admitted 
on Sunday that the autonomy 
deals struck between Israel 
and the Palestinians were 
‘•irreversible.’* 

"We consider the Oslo 
accords as a fait accompli 
even if we don’t support them 
and will not give up our right 
to Eretz Israel,” he said. 

Mr. Hammer said Monday 
on the radio that “no govern- 
ment will start a war to get 
the army back into Gaza. 
Jericho or Jenin.” referring 
to the areas where autonomy 
was launched in May 1994, 
and the first Palestinian town 
on the West Bank to be 
evacuated by Israeli troops 
under the September 
accords. 

“What has been done is 
done. We must do everything 
we can to create a climate to 
dialogue and reconciliation 
with the government.” 


Search continues 
for two Libyans 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Security agents 
have drawn a wide dragnet 
for two mysterious Libyans 
who entered Jordan and 
appeared to have gone to 
ground immediately, security 
sources said Monday. 

A report in a local weekly 
tabloid said the two, whose 
photographs appeared in the 
local press in two police 
notices seeking information 
on their whereabouts, had 
disappeared at the Jordaman- 
Syrian border point at 
Ramfoa. 

It was not immediately 
dear why the two men were 
wanted by the security au- 
thorities. In the first public 
notice in local newspapers, 
die security authorities said 
the two were wanted for 
financial misdeeds, but the 
second one said they were 
sought in connection with 
security issues. 

According to the sources, 
the notices nave drawn little 
dues to trace the two. It was 
not known when the two had 
entered Jordan. 

The weekly tabloid Hadaf 
.reported in its latest issue 
that the two, identified as 
Mufti Ali Masoud and Kamal 
Junta Ali, had vanished at the 
border with Syria, leaving 
their passports behind. 

"As far as the security 
forces are concerned, the 
hunt is still on for the two,” 
said a source, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. But 
the source declined to say 
why the two were wanted. 

A1 Hadaf quoted the Li- 
byan charge d’affaires in Jor- 
dan, Siddiq Balquin, as dis- 
missing reports that the two 
men were wanted for security 
reasons and saying that a 
.“personal fraud” was behind 


the affair. 

The Public Security De- 
partment (PSD) said it had 
no information on the mat- 
ter. 

A1 Hadaf quoted unidenti- 
fied sources as saying chat the 
two Libyans were involved in 
a “very dangerous” plot and 
that the two could be mem- 
bers of the Libyan external 
security forces “specialised” 
in eliminating Libyan exiles 
who oppose the regime of 
Muammar Qadhafi. Howev- 
er, no opponents of the Li- 
byan strongman are known to 
be living in Jordan. 

Libyan-Jordanian relations 
were estranged after the Feb. 
2, 1994 assassination of a 
Jordanian diplomat in Beirut. 
Jordan accused an unidenti- 
fied Arab country, widely be- 
lieved to be Libya, of issuing 
the order for the assassina- 
tion, which was carried out 
by confessed members of die 
Abu Nidal group. 

The Libyan link with the 
assassins was established 
when one of them claimed in 
die court that he was behind 
the bombing of Pan Am 
Flight 103 over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, in December 1988, 
and that Libya had no role in 
the attack. The claim was 
seen to be a smokescreen to 
clear Libya of American and 
British charges that it was 
behind the bombing. 

Libya is an avowed oppo- 
nent of Israel, but reports 
have suggested that Tripoli 
had tipped off the Israeli 
secret service Mossad of the 
travel schedule of Fathi $ha- 
qaqi, leader of the Islamic 
Jihad group, and that the 
tip-off bad allowed Mossad 
agents to gun him down on 
Oct. 26 in the Mediterranean 
island of Malta. Shaqaqi was 
on his way back to Syria from 
Libya. 


his hotel room in Rome. In 
July, 1984, Attia APFaratah 
and Abdul A1 Zaui were shot 
dead in Athens. In June 
1984, Mohammad Salek 
Choteiti was shot dead in 
Athens. 

The London-based NFSL’s 
stated aim is to fight for 
“freedom and democracy in 
Libya.” 

’"There is nothing that 
m aleic us doubt it is a politic- 
al assassination. Qadhafi has 
■ a long history of political 
assassinat ions. We are sure it 
is Qadhafi,” said Mohammad 
Fayez Jibril, Cairo-based 
spokesman for the NFSL. 

Mr. Jibril told Reuters a 
relative of Abu Zeid in the 
United States had in the past 
week warned him of a threat 
to his life. 

Mr. Jibril said that in 1984 
Col. Qadhafi accused Mr. 
Abu Zeid of organising an 
assassination attempt. “Abu 
' Zeid’s murder is personal re- 
venge by Qadhafi,*' he 
added. 

Libyan authorities bad re- 
cently started putting press- 
ure on the families of exiled 
opponents and the NFSL had 
contacted U.S., British and 
other European authorities' 
to warn them of the presence 
of Libyan government 
agents, Mr. Jibril said. 

I JWA “ 
‘expels’ 

Hisham 

Yanis 

By Sa'eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Actor and 
script writer Hisham 
Yanis, known for his two 
plays “Hello Normalisa- 
tion” and “Peace Oh 
Peace*' that he performs 
with his colleague Nabil 
Sawaihah, was expelled 
Monday from the Jordan 
Writers Association 
(JWA) for performing in 
Israel. 

Mr. Yanis and Mr. 
Sawaihah were received 
by Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres on Mon- 
day. Quoting the Israeli 
Radio, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said the 
meeting centred on the 
importance of the Arab- 
Israeli peace process and 
ways of enhancing it 
No immediate com- 
ments was available from 
Mr. Yanis. Mr. Sawaihah 
is not a member of the 
JWA. 

Seven members of the 
JWA administrative body 
voted in favour of the 
decision to expel Mr. 
Yanis. Only three voted 
against it- The associa- 
tion's president, Ibrahim 
Absi is out of the country. 

“He (Mr. Yanis) 
violated foe code of hon- 
our adopted last year by 
the association's general 
assembly,” said Basel 
Rafa’ieh, a member of the 
administrative body. 

The “code of honour,” 
adopted in August of 
1994, bans members from 
contacts with Israel or any 
of foe Israeli media. It 
also prohibits ail kinds of 
cultural activities with 
Israel or Israelis. Any 
meeting or conference 
hosted or attended by 
Israelis is taboo for any 
member. 

In July this year, the 
JWA sent a letter to Mr. 
Yanis warning him from 
programming in Israel 
and threatened Him with 
dismissal if be insisted on 
going there. Mr. Yanis, 
however, apologised in a 
telephone rail to Mr. Absi 
and promised he would 
not go, according to Mr. 
Rafa’ieh. 

Mr. Yanis left for Israel 
two weeks ago and 
appeared on Israeli televi- 
sion this week talking ab- 
out his play. 

“He tarnished the im- 
age of the association,” 
Mr. Rafa’ieh asserted. 
“He violated the JWA’s 
resolutions which call for 
resisting normalisation 
with Israel. ” 

"He is a bad example 
for Jordanians who love 
him and watch his play... 
artists and actors should 
be leading the public in 
foe right path and not 
normalise relations with a 
country that occupies our 
lands and repress our peo- 
ple," he asserted. 

Last year, JWA sacked 
Hamadeh Fara'neh for 
having given an interview 
to foe Israeli television. 
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SHOW OF STRENGTH: Israeli soldiers conduct manoeuvres on the occupied Golan 
Heights on Sunday during a visit by Israeli President Ezer Weizman to the strategic 
heights that Israel seized in the 1967 war. Syria's demand for Israeli withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights and Israel's insistence that the pullout, under certain 
conditions, should come in return for full peace with Syria have deadlocked Syrian- 
Israeli peace negotiations (see related story cm page one) (AFP photo) 
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Islamists control Jordan 
Engineers Association 


By Sa’eda Kflani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Islamists scored 
a landslide victory in the elec- 
tions for the seven branches 
of the Jordan Engineers 
Association (JEA), taking 
control of 40 out of 49 seats. 
One of foe winners was an 
Islamist woman. 

The outcome, crucial to 
foe shape of foe JEA council 
whose elections are expected 
to be held in February, 
showed that the Islamists 
took frill control of all seats of 
two of JEA branches, che- 
mical and applied engineer- 
ing, and foe majority of seats 
in foe remaining five bran- 
ches. 

The “White” or Islamists 
bloc won six out of foe seven 
l seats in the civil engineering 
, sector. They also scored foe 
same result in two other 
branches, foe architectural 
and the electrical engineer- 
ing. They won four out of 
i seven seats in foe mining and 
foe mechanical sectors. 

Wafa Ahmad Alayan, who 
ran for elections in the 
architectural sector, was the 
only woman elected out of 
five women candidates. 

Islamists, reacting to the 
recent controversy over foe 
role of professional associa- 
tions, say the outcome of 


elections shows foe real poli- 
tical trend within foe associa- 
tion — that the majority of 
members are against norma- 
lisation of relations with 
Israel. However, the figures 
do not exactly reflect the 
political trend of foe majority 
of members. 

The number of th ose who 
voted in the seven different 
sectors was 6,282, out of a* 
total of 19,961 eligible voters. 
The total number of JEA 
members is estimated at 
around 32,000. 

As such, those who voted 
represented only 30 per cent 
of those who have the right to 
vote. The percentage of vo- 
ters to the total number of 
registered engineers does not 
exceed 17 per cent. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
in a recent speech stressed 
foe need to separate politics 
from professional work at the 
unions. 

He called twice in the past 
two weeks on foe silent 
majority to come out and 
express its support for peace 
showing dismay at the stand 
of several associations who 
have threatened their mem- 
bers of dismissal if they made 
contacts with Israelis. 

The King called on foe 
associations to leave politics 
for politicians and asked the 
Higher Council for the Inter- 


pretation of foe Constitution 
to role on the legality of the 
powers exercised by the asso- 
ciation. 

But except for one demon- 
stration staged by some 200 
engineers last week, the 
majority of members of foe 
JEA at least 13,000, ab- 
stained, not only from de- 
monstrating, but also from 
taking part in their own elec- 
tions. 

The result of foe seven 
sectors are indicators of the 
final shape of foe JEA coun- 
cil. Islamists have secured at 
least three seats in foe JEA 
council since they won frill 
seats in two brandies and six 
out of seven seats in the civil 
engineering sector, which is 
representative in foe council 
by two seats. Except for the 
latter, foe other six brandies 
are represented by one seat 
each at the council. 

Except for the seats of the 
president and vice-president, 
JEA members do not have 
the right to nominate them- 
selves as candidates for the 
coundl elections unless they 
were elected members to foe 
councils of ttie seven diffe- 
rent branches. 

It is yet not dear whether 
Leith Shubeilat, foe incum- 
bent JEA president, will 
nominate himself for a 
second term. 


Lebanon 
guerrillas 
lob rockets 
into Israel 


KERYAT SHMONA (R) — 
Guerrillas in South Lebanon 
fired two rounds of Katyusha 
rockets on Monday at Israel, 
and some of them lande d- 
inside the Jewish state. 

An Israeli army spokesman, 
said one rocket landed inside 
Israel near its northern bor-. 
der in an early morning 
attack but did not cause any 
casualties. 

Israel radio later reported 
a second round of Katyusha 
rockets landed in northern 
Israel several hours later. 
The radio said there were no 
casualties or damage. It did 
not say how many rockets 
landed insi de Israel from the 
second round. 

No Lebanese group 
immediate responsi- 
bility for the attacks and a 
spokesman in Beirut for foe 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah (Party 
of God) said it had no in- 
formation on them. 

Hizbollah, which leads the 
Islamic resistance trying to 
drive the Israelis out of Leba- . 
non, has a policy of firing 
Katyushas at Israel whenever 
foe Israelis bombard civilian- 
occupied villages in South. 
Lebanon. 

The pro-Israeli militia 
sources said Israeli artillery - 
inside the Jewish state’s 
South Lebanon occupation 
zone bombarded possible 
Hizbollah hideouts in foe 
western part of foe Bekaa 
Valley in retaliation. 

On Sunday, Lebanese 
security sources reported that 
Israeli forces fired shells at 
guerrilals outride its South 
Lebanon occupation zone, 
killing one and wounding 
three. 

Lebanese sources said on 
Monday a second man had 
died of wounds from the anti- 
personnel shells packed with 
steel darts. 

Surgeon Mahmoud Ham- 
mud said the fighter died 
from internal injuries caused 
by a duster bomb, which had 
exploded imbedding "several 
nails” in his body and in the 
other wounded men. 

‘ Ouster bombs aree banned 
under international conven- 
tions, but foe U.N. I nterim 
Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) 
has in foe past accused Israel 
of using them in South Leba- 
non. 

The flare-up in violence 
reignited tension on foe bor- 
der but Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres played down 
foe attack without blaming 
Syria. 

Mr. Peres refused to blame 
Syria for the attack before 
the parliamentary foreign 
affairs and defence commit- 
tee. "It is just one shot, there 
is no need to create a fuss,” 
be said. 

Israel usually bolds Syria 
responsible for anti-Israeli' 
guerrilla attacks in South 
Lebanon. 

The rocket attacks were 
linked to foe lolling of Islamic 
Jihad leader Fathi Shaqaqi on 
Oct. 26, military offidals 
said. 

The Palestinian group has 
blamed the killing on Mossad 
secret service agents, and 
Israel has ordered security to 
be stepped up at embassies 
and offices abroad as the end 
of a 40-day mourning period 
for Shaqaqi nears. 



Zeroual calls for national reconciliation but 
firm against extremism in inaugural speech 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Algerian President Li amine 
Zeroual on Monday appealed 
for dialogue and national re- 
conciliation in his inaugural 
address but pledged to con- 
tinue the fight against ex- 
tremists who refuse to lay 
down their weapons. 

“I call on young Algerians 
who have taken the wrong 
path to think about foe 
choice of foe people and get 
bade on foe right trade,** Mr. 
Zeroual said shortly after 
being sworn in. 

“The savage acts in which 
criminals, traitors and merce- 
naries are trying to implicate 
them go against the values of 
our sacred religion and that 
of our people.” 

President Zeroual said foe 
cabinet of Prime Minister 
Mokdad Sifi will remain in 
office until the end of the 
year. 

Mr. Sifi presented his gov- 
ernment's resignation earlier 
as is the tradition in Algeria 
when a president is sworn in. 
In a statement, Mr. Zeroual 
said he would retain the gov- 
ernment “until foe end of the 
year.” 

Mr. Zeroual had named 


Mr. Sifi as bead of govern- 
ment on April IS, 1994, to 
oversee what had been ex- 
pected to be an initial three- 
year transition period that 
was cut short when Mr. 
Zeroual decided to schedule 
foe country's first multi-party 
presidential election on Nov. 
16. 

Mr. Sifi's government not- 
ably dealt with sensitive eco- 
nomic issues, like reschedul- 
ing Algeria’s foreign *debt, 
and prepared foe presidential 
election, which went off with- 
out foe violence threatened 
by armed Islamic extremists 
who launched a campaign of 
insurgency in 1992 that has 
left between 35, 000 to 40,000 
people dead. 

In his speech, winch was 
very general and did not out- 
line a specific programme, 
Mr. Zeroual also pledged to 
bold legislative and local 
elections but did not speedy 
when they would take place. 

"A national dialogue must 
lead to putting in place as 
soon as possible foe neces- 
sary conditions for elec- 
tions,” be said. 

He said restoring public 


order and security was one of 
his main priorities and his 
government would continue 
the struggle against "w hat is 
left of terrorist violence.” 

Mr. Zeroual earlier took 
his oath with his hand on the 
Koran, pledging to "respect 
and glorify the Islamic reli- 
gion and to defend foe con- 
stitution, to respect foe free 
choice of the people as well 
as foe institutions and laws of 
the republic.” 

He swore to “protect the 
freedom and basic rights of 
people and citizens, to work 
unceasingly for development 
and the prosperity of foe 
people ana to devote all my 
energy to achieving the ideals 
of justice, freedom and peace 
in the world." 

Some leaden of a main 
militant group, the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), said 
they were considering a un- 
ilateral ceasefire following 
last week’s elections. 

“I invite Algerian youth 
who are misled to look close- 
ly into the ruling passed by 
their people and to return to 
the correct path,” Mr. 
Zeroual said, referring to foe 
polls. "Repentance is one of 


the virtues of Islam and the 
values of our people.” 

But the ex-general vowed 
no let up in confrontation of 
militants who continued to 
fight foe authorities. 

“The state will continue its 
fight against foe remnants of 
terrorist violence which 
target the homeland,” he 
said. 

The Algerian newspaper 
Tribune quoted FIS official 
Youcef Boubras as saying: 
“Use FIS’s executive bureau 
is getting ready to announce 
in the next few days a un-i 
ilatera! truce if the good faith 
of President ZerouaTs state- 
ments is not contradicted.” 

1 ^This is foe decision from 
inside the country,” Mr. 
Boubras added when asked if 
foe move followed concilia- 
tory statements by exiled FIS 
leader Rabbah Kebir, its 
spokesman in Europe. 

Tribune said Mr. Boubrak 
spoke to one of its reporters 
by telephone. By his side as 
he spoke to the newspaper 
was Abdul Razak Rajam, 
former head of the office of 
jailed FIS leader Abbasi 
Madam. 


Most Americans 
say speaking a 
2nd language is 

important 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Nearly ’ three-quarters of • 
adult Americans believe it ■ 
is important or extremely 
important to speak a sec- 
ond language, according to 
a poll by CNN television 
and U.S. News And Worid 
Report released Sunday. A 
survey this month of 824 
adults found that 34 per* 
cent of adults believe it is' 
“extremely important" to. 
speak a second language, 
while 40 per cent believe it 
is “somewhat important," 
and only 25 per cent' 
believe it is unimportant. 
The numbers varied little 
with variations in age, gen- 
der, income and education, 
the poll showed. The most 
popular second languages 
amo ng those who studied 
them was Spanish, studied 
by 54 per cent, and French, 
studied by 34 per cent. 
Latin and German fol- 
lowed with 1 1 per cent and- 
nine per cent, respectively. 
The most popular way to 
learn a second language 
was living where a lan- 
guage is spoken (33 per 
cent), teaching oneself with 
a book (30 per cent), listen- 
ing to tapes (24 per cent), 
taking private lessons (11 
per cent), and using an 
electronic translator (six 
per cent). The vast majori- 
ty, 87 per cent of respon- 
dents, said they believed it 
was “never too late" to 
learn a second language, 
( the CNN/U.S. News poll 
■found. 

Premier says no to 
birthday, New 
Year’s cards 

HANOI (AP) — Prime 
Minister Vo Van Kiet does- 
n't want any birthday or 
New Year’s greetings, 
thank you. He has. asked 
governors, mayors and for- 
eign embassies to hold the 
cards and flowers in order 
to save money, according j 
to the weekend edition of 
Tuoi Tre (Youth) newspar 
per. Mr. Kiet also has 
instructed government 
offices to cut back on 
large-scale gatherings to 
mark anniversaries and tra- 
ditional holidays, saying, 
they put an unnecessaiy 
burden on foe state budget 
“All that money and 
(organisational) effort is 
taken from the ordinary 
people,” Tuoi Tre. quoted 
Mr. Kiet as saying in a. 
recent letter to government 
offices. “We don’t have the 
right, and we. cannot con- 
tinue this kind of waste.” 
Vietnamese officials have 
expressed concern about 
the growing state budget 
deficit, which Deputy 
Prime Minister Phan Van 
Khai earlier this year called 
“the most critical problem 
faced by government.” The 
deficit is not officially dis- 
closed but Vietnamese 
newspapers have said it is 
expected to reach 9.2 tril- 
lion dong ($836 million) 
this year. 

2 Japanese 
. schoolboys 
commit suicide 

TOKYO (AFP) — Two 
Japanese schoolboys com- 
mitted suicide Monday in 
separate incidents exactly 
one year after the highly- 
publicised suicide of 
another boy who could no ' 
longer stand being bullied* 
police said. The body of fr 
1 3 -year-o Id boy was found 
hanging from a rope 
attached to a basketball 
hoop in the northern city of 
Niigata, a spokesman for 
the Joetsu Min ami Police. 
Station said, adding that 
the case was being treated 
as suicide. Japan Brbad- 
casting Corp. (NHK) said 
police had discovered a 
suicide note in whith the 
boy complained about 
being bullied by class- 
mates. In foe second inci- 
dent, police found die body 1 
of another 13-year-old boy 1 
hanging from a rope in 
Tottori in western Japan. 
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